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Godly and Quietly Governed
A month ago, I wrote for this magazine and pondered the question about
whether our country has the spiritual resources to deal with the challenges that
currently face us. I read some commentators who say that many people are
simply tuning out. Of course, there is nothing new in this. The story goes that
at the Battle of Edge Hill, the first major battle of the English Civil War in
1642 a shepherd was told to clear his flock of sheep from the battlefield.
“Why?” he asked, “What's going on?”
“There's going to be a battle,” came the reply.
“Who's fighting?” the shepherd asked.
“The King and Parliament,” came the reply.
“What have they fallen out about?” the shepherd asked.
Well there's a lot of falling out that's going on now and none of us quite know
where it is going to end!
The Book of Common Prayer was published in 1662 at the end of the long
years of trouble. It is still the main service book for the Church of England
and, especially in times of uncertainty, it seems to be very contemporary
indeed. In it the church prays for “thy servant, Elizabeth our Queen; that under
her we may be godly and quietly governed.” That seems to be a very relevant
prayer indeed. Of course, “under her" refers to her Prime Minister and
government and we pray that they may be godly, which I understand as acting
in such a way to seek, not their personal gain or self interest, but the highest
good of the country. And “quietly” means to govern in such a way that
ordinary folk are able to go about their lives and lawful business without fear
for their personal safety or that they will not be able to do what is right and
proper.
It is the task of a government to ensure the safety of its people and to create
conditions in which it is easier for ordinary people to be good, kind or
generous than to be cruel or selfish. When bullies think that is possible to get
away with their actions and are encouraged to do the wrong then we know that
things have gone badly wrong. When kind and generous acts are praised and
encouraged, we know that things are going well.
Thankfully we are still far from a state of affairs in which it is hard to be good.
Communities up and down the country are nourished by people of good will
towards all and I have seen many such acts in this parish in my first year
among you but if this is to continue then each one of us has our part to play. If
we are to be “godly and quietly governed” then we too must seek the best
good of all and to act in such a way that it is easier for those around us to do
good rather than harm.
The Rev’d Stephen Winter
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YOUR TOMBOLA NEEDS YOU

100 tombola prizes are needed for
St James Advent Fayre on 30th November.
All items are suitable, from a packet
of safety pins to a gallon of malt!
Please leave your prizes at the back of church
or phone Geoff & Sandra Phillips
on 01299 250508
to arrange collection of the malt.
Thank you.

3

Wedding at St James
24 August 2019 Thomas Stuart Paul Underhill and Charlotte Leigh Slattery
Baptism at St James
8 September 2019

Zuri Rae Middleton

Funeral and Burial at St Mary’s
16 September 2019
Samuel Smith, died 29/08/19 age 80 years

THE SEVEN PARISHES OFFICE

Administrator : Mr Nicolas Wright

Tel 01905 622464 (please leave a message)
or 07968 531216 (in emergency only) .
Email: parishes7@btinternet.com

post: The Seven Parishes Office
c/o The Old Post Office

ST JAMES CHURCH
If you wish to book a wedding or a baptism please contact the Seven
Parishes Office.
If you have any queries about your wedding or baptism or wish to
speak to a member of our church, you may contact:
Chris Webb, wedding and baptism co-ordinator on 01299 250452 or
Carolyn Gumbley, churchwarden on 01299 251148
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AT LAST WE CAN CLIMB THE STEPS TO THE WAR
MEMORIAL IN SAFETY!
On Thursday an e-mail was received saying that the handrail would be fitted
“this afternoon” and, having an important errand to run in Stourport, I arrived
back to find things well under way. It was the hottest day for some time and
Adam Barrett was hard at work with an “assistant” digging deep holes in
which the rail would be concreted. [The assistant turned out to be Adam’s
father – a role often played in a family business!]

The steps leading to the war memorial must have been there for almost a
hundred years and they do get slippery in wet weather, so for the last few
years the children who have come from the school on Remembrance Sunday
have been discouraged from climbing them and their poppies have been
planted up the side of the church drive. (Myself, I have been more concerned
with the safety of those of us who have climbed them carrying a large wreath
– especially those of us who are not quite as young as we were – and I have
stood opposite the steps as we/they have tottered down, willing against a
stumble which might have disastrous results!)
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On Saturday 21st September – another beautiful early autumn day, which felt
more like summer – we held a churchyard clean-up and were very pleased to
be joined by some new helpers, who have recently moved to the village. A
lot of work was done to clear up the tree trimmings and a large pile of
accumulated rubbish and the trailer which had been provided was filled to
overflowing.
Two of the young helpers assisted their father in cleaning up a grave which I
had my eye on – but I was extremely glad that it was left in more capable
hands than mine!

We were able to read the inscription on the grave after they had finished:

Continued on Page 6
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Continued from Page 5

It is dedicated “In loving memory of John, beloved son of William and
Annie Berry, who died September 20th, 1926, aged 34 years”. It is good that
he is remembered almost 100 years after he died so young.
Most of those doing the work seemed to have their backs so me every time I
tried to catch an “at work” snapshot. This wasn’t because they were trying to
avoid being caught on camera but because they were working so hard! I did
manage to catch one shot which not only showed who some of them were,
but also what they had accomplished:

It is a pity our magazine can’t be in colour. But this would add a considerable
amount to the cost. Nevertheless, I hope those involved can be recognised
and there is another photograph on the next page.
This clearance has also helped those involved with the work of recording the
names of those buried in the churchyard so long ago. The left-hand panel of
a table tomb close to the west door had been thought to be indecipherable,
but – with the help of churchwarden Carolyn Gumbley, we have now been
able to decipher in whose memory the tomb was placed.
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It tells us that “Underneath are deposited the remains of THOMAS
GRIFFIN and we already know from the (much more easily read) right hand
panel that it also commemorates his wife Adelaide, whose remains are also
underneath. This whole corner of the churchyard, (which was purchased in
1839 from the Queen Elizabeth Grammar School) is devoted to two families
who played a huge part in the life of the village at that time – the Harwards
and the Griffins. We are hoping to try to find out more about them so that
not only their names but something of their lives are recorded.
But to return to the churchyard of today, we have a further photograph: and
only wish we had room for more.

It was an enjoyable morning, with coffee provided by Beryl for the workers.
So next time an attempt to make the churchyard “sparkle” is announced we
really hope that more people who do not necessarily attend church will come
along and join us in what is worth-while community exercise.
Thank you to all those who were able to help on this occasion!
Caroline Boughton Thomas
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Hartlebury WI
Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness is well and truly with us;
however, you can be assured of a warm welcome at Hartlebury WI.
Our first meeting of the autumn season was well attended, and
members and visitors were brought up to date with the various
activities and meetings taking place over the next few months.
The thriving sewing group, with over 15 members, meets monthly
primarily to tackle new sewing projects but also just to have a
chat and catch up with news generally. There is always coffee and
cake included in the meetings!!
The Book Club also goes from strength to strength
with WI members reading and discussing a wide
selection of books that members would probably
have never entertained picking up before! Lots of
thought provoking, diverse suggestions and ideas
thrown into the melting pot all stemming from
reading the same book! Recent books on the list have
been a complicated and dark “who dun it” taking
place in the Middle Ages plus an MI5 thriller and a
lighthearted entertaining story during WWII.
Marion Inman quietly works in the background organising outdoor
Summer Art Days around the county. These are very informal
days for anyone interested in painting or sketching. This art group
is open to all WI Federation members whether novices or experts.
Some of the different venues this year have been Hartlebury
Castle, a garden in Shelsley Beauchamp, Bewdley Museum and
Jubilee Gardens plus a farm in Hallow. If you would like further
information on this group just contact Marion 01299 250175.

Invitations are now circulating to encourage members, residents,
neighbours, clubs, societies etc to enter a Christmas tree into our
Christmas Tree Festival on the weekend of December 6 2019 at
St James’ Church, Hartlebury. We are trying to exceed 40 plus
trees this year and we are encouraging everyone to get involved
and enter a tree, whether real or artificial. A small charge of
£4.00 is made to enter a tree and all monies raised over the
weekend will be shared between the local charity Worcestershire
Breast Haven Unit, supporting both men and women who are trying
to combat this disease, based at Worcester Royal Hospital, and
Hartlebury WI.
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If you would like to enter a tree, please email
hartleburywi@gmail.com for further details.
Contributions are also being sought for our creative and interesting
tombola stall! We do need your support to make this second year of
the Christmas Tree Festival a great success. Entry to the festival
during the weekend will be free of charge.

Members were surprised and delighted to be entertained by 16
supporters of the Severn Side Ukulele Strummers Association at
the end of the business side to the meeting! The group played and
sang their way through numerous songs with diverse genres. It was
a very cheerful and lighthearted end to the evening and everyone
left with a smile on their face! Oh, the Leader of the Strummers
played a mean set of sliver spoons!
Our next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 9 October at 7.30
pm in the Parish Hall. The competition is “Old Cookery Book”. It
should be interesting to see what is displayed on the competition
table!
Lorraine Purcell
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Autumn has well and truly arrived. Days have
been bright and crisp; the children have been
taking full advantage of the weather to be outside on the field and on our wonderful play
equipment; called ‘The Fort’. We are delighted
to say that very soon we will be having a new
Fort for our younger children, with thanks to a
lottery funded grant! We will continue to make the most of our fantastic outdoor facilities until the weather really takes a turn and it
just becomes too wet!
Most of our children have been out and about in these first few
weeks! We have had trips to the Think Tank, Smite Farm, football
commitments, St James’ Church for our Harvest Service and other
venues; all very exciting! We really are busy and do like to get our
children out and about; as usual!
As you would expect a new academic year sees lots of new beginnings. We are lucky enough to be full in most of our classes, with
waiting lists in some, but if you are interested in a place at our
school please do contact us directly and come in to visit. The preschool provision we have on site is really proving popular for children who are looking to join our Reception class in September 2020.
If you have a child who is due to start Reception in September
2020 please do contact us and come and see what we have on offer.
We do have places for pre-school now, but are only taking children
waiting to start Reception in September 2020.
Just a reminder; I am always happy give a guided tour around our
school; whether you are interested in a place or just want a trip
down memory lane! I will always try and answer any questions you
may have; I never get tired of talking about this wonderful place
and our wonderful children, so if you would like a look around please
do contact us.
Caroline Unitt, Headteacher
Hartlebury Church of England Primary School
Rectory Lane, Hartlebury
Worcs DY11 7TD
Tel: 01299 250312
Email:office@hartlebury.worcs.sch.uk
www.hartlebury.worcs.sch.uk
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Open the Book at Hartlebury Primary School
Open the Book is where Church and School come together in the
celebration of the work of the Lord. This was the first opening
of the book, where the children from Year 2 helped to share the
story of “In the beginning”.
Lynne Moseley

St Mary’s Advent Carol Service
At 9.30am on the 1st December
Will include a collection of tinned and
preserved food and warm clothing.
In aid of the Maggs Centre Worcester.
A chance to help those less fortunate at
this time of year.
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Hartlebury WI
Christmas
Tree Festival
Friday evening
6 December
to
Sunday afternoon
8 December
St James Church,
Hartlebury

Refreshments, mulled wine
available throughout
the weekend
Free entry
We would love you to join us
at this special time of year.
All profit will be shared between
Worcestershire Breast Cancer Haven
and Hartlebury WI
(Contact us on
hartleburywi@gmail.com I
f you would like to enter
a Christmas tree in the
festival ONLY £4.00
PER TREE, whether real or
Artificial (tree to be supplied by the entrant)
14
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Beating Retreat at Hartlebury Castle
On Saturday the 14th September, The Army’s National Charity celebrated
its 75th Anniversary, 1944-2019 in
support of the ABF The Soldiers Charity.

‘Beating Retreat’ has its origins in the early years of organised warfare when
the beating of drums and the parading of Post Guards heralded the closing of
camp gates and, the lowering of flags at the end of the day.
Beating Retreat still continues today and the ceremony has evolved into a
colourful pageant of military music performed by both Corps of Drums and
Regimental Bands.
On Saturday, the audience witnessed The Band of the Mercian Regiment
taking part in a wonderful display of unified marching and playing of songs
and tunes, delighting all in attendance.
The Band of the Mercian Regiment was formed in 1999, previously serving
as The West Midlands Regiment Band. The Band itself, is made up of
volunteers from many varied backgrounds, such as, Professors, Students,
Drivers, Nurses, Scientists, Housewives and Teachers.
The Band recently toured The Falkland Islands, Cyprus and many local
events in, and around the Birmingham area and included, in 2017, State
Ceremonial Duties in London.
The Conductor was, WO2 (BM) Trevor Farren.
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Ombersley Family Dental Practice
Mrs Andy Wright B.D.S. (Edin)

A friendly private practice specialising in
preventive dental care for all the family in a happy
relaxed atmosphere
New patients welcome.
Cosmetic treatments including whitening
Sports gum-shields for all ages in various colours and designs
Same day emergency appointments
Large car park
Racks Lane, Ombersley, Nr Droitwich, Worcs. WR9 0EN
Tel: 01905 621881

www.ombersleyfamilydental.co.uk
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Vera’s Puzzles

Delete one letter from the word PINNACLE and rearrange the rest to
get a type of bird.
Some words of a well-known proverb or saying have been reduced to
their initial letters. Can yo restore the
missing words?
A F and H M A S P
and
I I N U C over S M
Unscramble the letters in the phrase ELM ROSES to form two words
that are opposites of each other.
Emily, Rita and Sue have each chosen to attend a different evening
class that takes place on Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday/
Rita goes on Tuesday evening, but not to Spanish. Emily does computing, and goes earlier in the week than Sue. If the third
class is art, what is Sue studying and on which evening?

Answers to September Quiz
1. Bible
8. Helot

2. Lithe 3. Stole 4. Hotel 5 Ethos 6. Islet 7. Istle
9. Hoist 10. Stile 11. Blithe 12. Hobble

New Orleans
1. Rose

2. Head

3. Foot

4. Bag

French

South Pacific
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5. Night

6. Slip

Our next meeting will be on the 17th October
When, Roger Pendrill will
give a talk entitled
“King Charles II, my Ancestors’ part in
his Restoration”
The Pendrill Brothers of Bosobel House
Our Autumn season began on 19th September, when Ian Bott came to
give us a “Gallery of Pub Signs”. Ian is always a popular speaker
putting a “Black Country” slant on his historical talks, and this meeting
was no exception.
Ian took us on a “pub crawl” around the history of signs that hang
outside our pubs.
Amongst the fascinating facts, Ian informed us that “The Red Lion” is
the most popular pub name in Britain, being the symbol of John of
Gaunt. The White Hart was the badge of Richard II, so as a pub name
that dates back a long way too. The Bush and Britannia are names
that date back to Roman times, the former referring the Baccus who is
depicted wearing laurels and the latter being the name given to our
Land by the Romans when they arrived.
Many early pubs were of course near to the Church, as it was the
monks who were brewers and offered accommodation for the night in
a “hostel” giving us the name hostelry.
Coaching Inns developed as resting places on the long journeys
through the country in a coach & horses (giving us another pub name).
To be allowed to use the word “Inn” the establishment had to have at
least one room that was always ready to receive guests, with bed linen
and other facilities. Otherwise it might only be a pub.
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Pubs named “The Halfway House” were literally halfway between one
point on the coach route and another. The use of the word “Arms” on
pub names derives from heraldic arms, rather than physical arms.
We probably never really think about their origin when popping into
our local, but the signs and their names reflect the social history of the
country and individual towns and regions. So next time you need a
drink take another look at the name of the establishment – it may
reflect royalty, land gentry, figures from legend, heroes and even
animals reflecting heraldry or local industry! Cheers.
Please come along to our next meeting on the 17th October
All are welcome
Members £2, Visitors £3
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The 2019 / 2020 Season of Shindig Concerts at
Hartlebury Parish Hall
On Friday 11th October we have the first of this season’s ‘Shindig’
funded concerts at the Parish Hall.
The brilliant folk and storytelling trio ‘Harp and a Monkey’ are
performing their concert ‘The Victorians’. This highly acclaimed show
features songs and stories from the Victorian Age performed with skill
and humour.
Here is what Shindig have told us about the show;
Harp and a Monkey are; --Andy Smith: banjo, melodica, guitar Martin
Purdy: vocals, glockenspiel, accordion, harmonica, keyboards Simon
Jones: harp, guitar, viola
The award-winning harp 'n' banjo driven contemporary-folk-storytelling
of Martin Purdy, Simon Jones and Andy Smith is imbued with a deep
Lancashire sensibility that shines through in their beautifully crafted
and sometimes spooky vignettes of northern life, love and
remembrance. They expertly blend the poignant and the informative
with the humorous and entertaining.
Harp & A Monkey's new show, 'The Victorians', reworks and revives
the largely forgotten folk, music hall, parlour, industrial, agricultural
and street music of the era – and looks at what it can tell us about the
people and their many foibles.
A truly heart-warming evening of foot-tapping tunes, intelligent
conversation and big laughter.
Doors open at 7.00 for a 7.30 start and as usual there will be a
licensed bar and even;--- a raffle!
Tickets are £10.00 and can be purchased in advance from Ruth and
Barry Walmsley on 01299 250569 or by email at
barry@dragonfolk.co.uk
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Harp and Monkey

Bold and Brilliant” The Observer
“Excellent”
The Guardian
“Brilliant”
Mark Radcliffe (BBC Radio 2)
“Sensational”
Clare Balding (BBC Radio 2)
“Exceptional”
Roots
“
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HARTLEBURY PCC - 2019/20
Rector
Churchwarden

Stephen Winter
Carolyn Gumbley
Vacancy

0773760899
251148

Churchwarden
Chris Webb
Emeritus &PCC Secretary

250452

Treasurer

251459

Beryl Thomas

Caroline Boughton-Thomas
Jeremy Broadway
Fiona Mason
Lynne Moseley
David Parker
Geoff Phillips
John Webb 250452

250207
252346
253070
250202
250297
250508

PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Lynne Moseley
250202
VULNERABLE ADULTS ADVOCATE
Vacant

Hermione has gone
travelling but she will be
back.
X
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News and Events from
With the current sunshine and clear skies Hartlebury Castle and its
surroundings are looking absolutely beautiful. The autumnal colours are
beginning to appear and our gardeners have got their rakes ready for when the
leaves begin to fall. The Bishops’ Table Café has also released its Autumn
Menu with paninis, falafel & spinach burgers and hot pork baps added to the
delicious meals.

We’d like to thank Impact Aerial Limited who took these brilliant drone
photographs while on a Worcestershire Ambassadors visit to the Castle. They
look fantastic and really demonstrate the Castle’s beautiful surroundings.

Heritage Open Days was a great success this year with lots
of visitors enjoying a lovely day out. Thank you to everyone
who came along, and a big thank you to our volunteers,
without whom, we would not have been able to host so many
activities. Visitors enjoyed discovering objects form the
museum collection, children’s activities and meeting
costumed characters. Our new peep board painted by one of
our staff members and based on our portraits of King George
III & Queen Charlotte was also very popular.

Our exciting Food & Drink Festival provided some wonderful
delicacies and beverages to discover and we had wonderful
wine tasting from Astley Vineyards and a fascinating cooking
demonstration from Community Action.
While it still feels early to mention Christmas, we’re very
excited to be hosting A Thousand Years of Christmas with former Archbishop
Rowan Williams performing poetry and music on Friday 13th December. We’re
also planning our traditional Christmas at the Castle weekend and this year,
the Bishop’s Table Café will also be offering Breakfast with Santa mornings.
More details coming up in the next Parish Magazine or visit our website/follow
us on social media for updates.
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Upcoming events at Hartlebury Castle
While we may be looking at Christmas, it’s not here yet! In the
meantime we’ve got lots of fantastic events coming up including:

Marching Forward: The Advance of Healthcare
Through Conflict
Tuesday 8th October, 1pm

How have war and conflict shaped medical
developments throughout history? Find out in our
fascinating talk with Sandra Taylor as she discusses
major medical advances now adopted by the civilian medical community,
including x-rays and blood transfusions. Tickets include talk and a delicious
afternoon tea. Tickets: £12.00, please call 01299 251901 to book or visit
www.priorbooking.com/u/hartleburycastle

Baby And Toddler Foot And Hand Print
Session
Thursday 10th October, 10am

Join Jenny and Kathleen at The Bishops Table Cafe
and capture your baby or toddlers foot or handprints onto pottery items of your
choice while you enjoy a coffee and slice of homemade cake. Prices range
from £8-30, book your space now by contacting Kathleen on 07584 099306

Curators Talk: Moving Stories
Thursday 17th October, 1pm

Worcestershire County Museum holds one of the
finest collections of Vardo or Romani Caravans
in Britain and preserves the knowledge and
traditions associated with these beautiful
vehicles. Come and see our volunteers work on
these well-travelled masterpieces and hear how
they have been preserved, as well as the stories
of those that once used them to travel the open road. Tickets: £4.00, please
call 01299 250416 to book.

Hartlebury Halloween
Tuesday 29th Oct – Friday 1st November,
11am – 4pm

Make Spooky Clay Boggarts and Firework Art with our
fun family craft activities. Follow the pumpkin trail and
carve a pumpkin to take home. £2 for craft activities +
usual admission fees and £2.50 to carve a pumpkin to
take home. Pumpkin carving until Thursday 31st
October.

Continued on Page 31
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Jem Groves
Interior/exterior
Decorator
high quality workmanship
carried out in a clean and
professional manner
free quotations

home 01562 637609
mobile 07980425813

The Cottage, Low Hill,
Torton, Hartlebury,
Worcs DY10 4HT
Email:
office@catkinscattery.net
www.catkinscattery.net
Purpose built
luxury boarding cattery
for special guests
Tel: 01299 250472
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Murder by Gaslight
Friday 1st November, 7.30pm

Continued from Page 29

Murder by Gaslight is a ghoulish audience with two of
most infamous poisoners in British history - William
Palmer and Harvey Crippen. We invite you to encounter
these murderous men of medicine as the diabolical
doctors regale you with their case histories, and invite you
to judge for yourselves whether they were in fact, guilty as
charged!
Acclaimed actor Jonathan Goodwin plays Palmer and
Crippen, in a play written by himself and co-directed by
Goodwin and Gary Archer. Tickets: £14.00, please call 01299 250416 to
book or visit www.priorbooking.com/u/hartleburycastle

Also keep an eye out for the following events in October, with dates to
be confirmed:

Trivia Quiz & Meal

Test your general knowledge with friends and family as you enjoy a
delicious meal in the Bishop’s Table Café.

Castle Active Fitness

Enjoy great all-round workouts in the stunning grounds of Hartlebury
Castle. Have fun, make new friends and leave with a smile on your
face. Sundays at 9.30am. Starting date tbc. £5 per session.

Volunteer Pumpkin Carvers needed!

We are looking for volunteers to help with pumpkin carving during half
term. No previous experience required!
Volunteer carvers remove the top of the
pumpkin to enable children to scoop them out
and then carve the designs which the children
have drawn. It's a bit messy, but good fun!
Shifts can be either 10.30am-1pm, 1-4pm or
indeed if you fancy it 10.30am-4pm. For
more information and to get involved,
please visit our website or call 01299 250797.

To find out more about events, opening hours and admission
visit:

www.hartleburycastle.com

Follow us:

/Hartleburycpt
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/Hartleburycastle

Hartlebury Gardening Club
77th Annual Show –7 September 2019
Another hot, sunny year which seems to have favoured flowers and vegetables,
though some came early and had past their best by show day. The warm, dry
weather has continued into September prolonging some crops and fooling
others into starting again. Entries were up again and the show was well
attended so a big thank you for your support!
C S Newton Cup

Michaelmas daisies / 3 Blooms Jenny Jones
3 Blooms/mixed foliage
Flowers / Dahlias
Jenny Jones

The Grazebrook Shield
M. Walton Cup

Vase mixed flowers

Meades Memorial Trophy

Single HT Rose

Barbara Courier

Brother Augustine Trophy

Most points in flowers
exc. Roses

Wendy Gwilliam

Club Challenge Trophy

Most points in Rose classes
Lorraine Purcell
Most points in Fruits
Stuart Courier

Fruit Challenge Cup
£5 DeBeers Voucher

&

Jenny Jones

Coronation Cup &
£5 DeBeers Voucher

Most points in Vegetables

Jim Whittle Cup

Best floral entry

Floral Art Cup

Most points in other
Floral Art
Fiona Davies & Hilary Dixon

R L Rogers Cup

Men’s flower arrangement

P&J Gregory Cup
Endeavour Cup
J H Randall Cup &
£5 DeBeers Voucher

Children’s picture
Most points in
Children’s Art

Sally Fletcher

no winner awarded

Ian Purcell
no entries

Daisy Innes-Davies

Most points in Preserves & Cookery
Val Hardwick
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Hughes Memorial Trophy
& £10 Rowberry’s Voucher

Best in Show- vase mixed flowers
Jenny Jones

£10 Rowberry’s Voucher

Highest points awarded
Marilyn Harris

Thank you to our sponsors, Rowberry’s Nursery and De Beer’s and to the
judges, the committee and spouses who set up, cleared away and efficiently
administered entries and prizes.
Particular thanks to our Show Secretary, Caz Smith, whose organisation made
it all run smoothly and to her husband Charlie who did most of the heavy lifting.
Thank you to those who made and served the delicious refreshments, to those
who ate them, those who provided raffle prizes and to those who bought tickets.
Thank you to the pupils and staff of Hartlebury Primary School for their colourful and very imaginative art display.
The afternoon was well supported and there was a lovely atmosphere. Be inspired for next year’s 78th Show!
Next meeting: ***Thursday 3 October
Vegetable Growing, Varieties and Show
Derek Walker
7.30pm in the Parish Hall
All Welcome
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Pat Jewkes
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Edwin Harris & Sons
Funeral Directors
1 Crane Street, Kidderminster
Worcs DY11 6XT

Kidderminster : 01562 822625 / 823570
Bewdley & Stourport: 01299 829873
We are a well established independent
family run business covering all areas of
Worcestershire & the West Midlands.
Circa 1897. Advice always available.
Home visits arranged as required. Prepaid funeral plans are advanced as part of
our service.

Private Chapel of Rest
Customer Care Award Winners 2011
E-mail: contact us@edwinharris.co.uk
Visit our website: www.edwinharris.co.uk

MARK WILLIAMS FIPW
PROFESSIONAL WILLWRITER
“38+ years legal experience as a
Detective Superintendent & now as
a Professional Willwriter, means you
can definitely trust Mark to write
your Will”
Wills or Powers of Attorney from £85
Free Will Reviews,
Care Home Fee Avoidance,
Probate Support,
& Big Savings on Funeral Plans

Instructions taken in the comfort
of your own home
T: 01299 251442 M: 07966 053887

E: mark@ambalegalservices.co.uk
W: ambalegalservices.co.uk

Trading Standards Institute Approved
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Cutnall Green & District Memorial Hall
Country Fayre Saturday 17th October
11am – 4pm

Stalls to include -

Antiques
Art
Jewellery
Preserves
Cakes
Scarves
Candles
Hand-knitted goods
Plants
Face-painting

All proceeds to be donated to The Poppy Appeal
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Footpaths Matter September 2019
Firstly, thank you to the lady who phoned me to report the bad
overgrowth of brambles on the footpath next to the A449 at Crossway Green.
Unfortunately, I am not responsible for the footpaths running alongside roads,
this is the responsibility of the Highways Authority. I notice that many of these
paths are in desperate need of attention and nothing much seems to have been
done, but it is possible that if enough of us complain it may result in some
action taking place! Perhaps we should all log in complaints to County. In any
event, please do continue to report any other problems you come across on our
footpath network, this is always greatly appreciated!

Oh dear, now for my ongoing strimmer saga. I wonder if all Footpath wardens
are similarly afflicted? The new Stihl strimmer head was working really well.
Then, one day, after a couple of hours of operation the whole thing
disintegrated! Upon investigation the three nuts holding the flails had vibrated
loose and parts flew everywhere. Most of them I couldn't find, they had totally
disappeared into the undergrowth. What a very poor design I thought, how
could a multinational Company like Stihl make such a basic design error? In
any event, I managed to replace the missing parts and replaced the offending
nuts with nylock nuts. Problem solved and I have had no problems since. I then
received a notice from County that all Wardens who had these Stihl heads on
their strimmers should return them to Stihl and obtain a refund, there had been
a general recall. Because I think I have solved the problem I am still using
mine, but I keep checking that the bolts are secure and will continue to do this
till I am certain that it will continue to perform correctly.
Now I would like to make a general observation about footpaths that run close
to hedges. Especially where horses are in fields and the owner thinks they will
fence along the Right of Way with a fence or electric fence to keep their horses
separate and away from walkers. It is still the landowner or tenant's
responsibility to trim back the hedge if it obstructs the path, it does not become
my responsibility. I do sometimes strim these hedges to keep the path clear,
but it would be helpful if it wasn't just left to me!! Some of these fences have
been in for many years and new hedge rows have grown along the wire. In
which case both hedges are the responsibility of the landowner.
I am pleased to report that I have been able to use some of the funds provided
by Peter Tomlinson to install new kissing gates and Hunters gates. Notably at
the top of Crown Lane and by The Shed on the Stourport Road. We have also
replaced five stiles on the path that runs from Bell's Farm down to the
Stourport Road at Chadwick Bank. These five stiles have been replaced with
just two gates, a real improvement! I have also identified a further seven stiles
to be replaced within two weeks. That will utilise the last of the money
donated by Peter.
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A bit like the operations room at the Battle of Britain, I have a large scale
1:5000 Definitive map of Hartlebury. On it I have colour coded all the stiles
that require attention, which ones relate to which grant that we received and
which ones are being worked on by County work parties. Finally I place a
yellow sticker over them when they have been converted to their new lives as
gates or kissing gates. To begin with there were very few yellow dots, very
depressing. However, they are expanding a bit like a plague and now cover
about 75% of all the locations. There are a few problem locations, but we have
plans even for these. We (being me and the contractor!) All very exciting!
Finally, Jag at the Post Office has a plentiful supply of the Book of Walks
round Hartlebury. Ideal presents for someone who has everything!
John Denby. Footpath Warden.
01299 250429. aquadeus@hotmail.com
To report footpath problems, as well as copying me in, please send to:.
https://e-services.worrcestershire.gov.uk/onlinereporting/findlocation.aspx?
faulttype=8
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A little bit of information about the Village
Hartlebury is the most northerly parish in the district of Wychavon in
the county of Worcestershire. It borders Kidderminster and Stourport
in the Wyre Forest as well as the parishes of Elmley Lovett and
Ombersley to the south.
Hartlebury Common, 216 acres of heathland with a Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI), provides a barrier to developing Stourport.
There are 15 hamlets in Hartlebury, which has an electorate of more
than 2000 and is served by a parish council with 13 elected
members. The village is mainly a rural residential area which is
growing constantly. In recent years, the Regents gate, Waresley
Park and Bowbrook Grange estates have brought in newcomers,
mainly from the conurbation.
Hartlebury Castle, formerly home to the Bishop of Worcester for
more than 1000 years, is the jewel in the crown. Worcestershire
County Museum occupies the north wing. See http://
www.hartleburycastletrust.org/ for more information.
The parish has good transport links, with a regular ‘bus service
between Kidderminster and Worcester. The railway station is on the
main Hereford to Birmingham line and efforts are being made to
ensure that more trains call at Hartlebury. The A449 Kidderminster
to Worcester road has easy access to the M5 motorway. A bypass
constructed in the 1970s takes most of the major traffic out of the
village centre., however due to the rise of commerce this is changing
again.
Village life thrives within Hartlebury with a post office, 2 public
houses, 1 churches, 1 general store, a hairdresser, an independent
school and a primary school that caters for 4 -11 year olds. The
village hall, purchased by the parish council, is used regularly, as is
The centre of the village has been designated a conservation area.
Hartlebury Castle, formerly home to the Bishop of Worcester for
more than 1000 years, is the jewel in the crown. Worcestershire
County Museum occupies the north wing. See http://
www.hartleburycastletrust.org/ for more information.
The village hall, purchased by the parish council, is used regularly,
as is a number of different societies and clubs in the village who
cater for all interests and tastes - information on some of these can
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be found on this website including the Gardening Club, WI and Art
Clubs as well as details on how to book the Village Hall as well as
reading this magazine!
The village playing field, used by children and local football teams, is
owned and maintained by the Parish Council as is the children's play
area on the field. Allotment plots on land owned by the Church Commissioners are available to rent from the Parish Council.
Taken from The Parish Council Website.

Note from the Editor : An Apology

Last month’s issue was delivered late due to a problem with the Printer’s
new delivery company and not the fault of the Distribution Team, who give
up their free time voluntary to deliver these magazines. The Printers offered
a sincere apology and vowed to endeavour to ensure that printed copies get
to the Distributors as quickly as possible as not to disrupt people’s plans.
However, it has made me think that I may need to review the deadline dates
to allow additional time for human error as not to cause concern in the
future., and so, I am herewith giving notice that there will be changes in the
new year. Thank you.
Ruth Whittaker, Editor
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HARTLEBURY PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of Hartlebury Parish Council was held at the Parish Hall, Hartlebury on the 2nd
September 2019
Present: Councillors Ruth Whittaker (Chair), Ray Kirby (Vice Chair), Shelagh Fisher, Simon
Fletcher, Ian Hutchinson and Sheridan Tranter.
In Attendance: D/Cllr Stephen Bateman and 16 members of the public.
Apologies
Apologies were received from C/Cllr Peter Tomlinson and Neil Gulliver (Parish Clerk).
2.
Declarations of Interest
3.
Dispensations
None.
4. Adjournment of Meeting to hear from:Members of the Public
The following issues were discussed:Taylor Wimpey site- A member of public asked what was being done about the mess in the
public roadway/bund around footpath/wall of stray bales. Obligations made by Taylor Wimpey
had not been carried out. Cllr. Bateman to get more information.
Old Worcester Road - Member of public raised the issue of the road resurfacing on the Old
Worcester Road, stating it was an “Abomination” It was agreed that the Chair/Clerk should
speak to C/Cllr. Peter Tomlinson.
Parking/Speeding - Member of the public raised the issue of parking/speeding in the village
stating that the issue had been brought up a number of times and pointed out that C/Cllr Peter
Tomlinson had stated previously that as the issue had been raised to the P.C. that they in turn
should take the issue up with County/Highways. The Chair stated that a Public Consultation is
required to ensure all the facts are noted.
Residents - Member of public questioned what was meant by “Residents” with reference to the
residents meeting arranged for 25th September concerning issues with events at “The Shed”.
Chair stated it refers to residents of the village.
Station Road - Member of public enquired about what was happening about the broken hand
barrier on the footpath in Station Rd. leading from the railway station towards Trading Estate.
Cllr Kirby stated that he had already spoken to C/Cllr. Peter Tomlinson regarding this and would
mention it again to find out what progress was being made, if any.
High Meadows, Manor Lane - Member of public stated that the planning application for High
Meadows, Manor Lane for the siting of a log cabin should have been refused as it was on Green
Belt Land. For the same reason the site for “The Metal Man” business should also have been
refused especially as there had appeared storage containers on the site and cars were being
dismantled on site. This has been reported and no feedback received. Residents adjacent to the
site are concerned that it will be difficult to sell their property if the need arose. D/Cllr. Stephen
Bateman to look into.
Community Project - Member of public stated that the efforts of past and current members of
the Parish Council and local residents in installing the new table and chairs around the Village
Green should be minuted. Particular mention should be given to Graham Hipkins for organising
the event and for all his efforts.
Neighbourhood Plan - Member of the public raised the issue of the proposed Neighbourhood
Plan with respect to its cost and resources required to make it happen. It was also pointed out
that there were outstanding priorities not closed off in the Parish Plan. Neighbourhood Plan
could take up to 2 years to complete.
Co-Option - Member of public raised the issue of Co-option onto the Parish Council. As it was
over 35 days since the formation of the current Council and no further parishioners have come
forward, the question asked as to whether should D/Cllr. Stephen Bateman now take the issue
up with the District Council? The Chair stated that advertisements had been placed and she felt
that residents would come forward if the dynamics of the Council were different.
Residents Issues - Member of public commended the chair for her comment that residents’
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issues and comments should take preference over commercial issues. Ray Kirby was also
thanked for his assistance in advising on the issue she had raised at the last meeting.
Cancellation of Council Meeting - Member of public raised a question as to when a Parish
Council meeting was cancelled should Councillors who could attend at least listen to any issues
that the public may wish to bring to their attention. Sheridan Tranter stated he had attended on
the night to see if anybody turned up to advise the meeting had been cancelled. The Chair
confirmed that Councillors had been notified and notices had been put up in the village.
Clerk - Member of public asked what had happened to Agenda 11 item from previous agenda
(clerk’s resignation). The Chair confirmed this would be dealt with under Agenda item 11 –
Correspondence.
Sound Issue - Member of public asked as it was sometimes difficult to hear what was said
sometimes could a microphone be supplied and what had happened to proposed “Hearing
Loop”.
Internal Audit – Sheridan Tranter asked as a member of the public why it needed a F.O.I.
request for a copy of the internal audit. He was also upset that he had to bring his ill father to the
meeting that had been arranged for him to see the accounts that he had previously requested as
a councillor, but was only granted as a member of the public.
Quorate – Sheridan Tranter requested an apology from Ray Kirby in respect to the previous
meeting not being quorate, having been told it was. The Chair stated it was the Chair of that
meeting, coupled with the Clerk’s advice who deemed that the quorate number was 4 and
following advice from CALC. However, subsequently the Chair, following further discussions with
the Vice Chair, contacted CALC and received the information that the quorate should be 5. The
Council was now are aware all future meetings would require at least 5 Councillors to be present
to ensure that the meetings were quorate
County Councillor Peter Tomlinson
Cty/Cllr Peter Tomlinson was absent due to other commitments.
District Councillor Stephen Bateman
D/Cllr Stephen Bateman made the following points:1) Regulatory Services had been consulted regarding “The Shed” issue.
2)Shorthill Caravan Park – Legal advice being sought by police as there are technical legal
issues ongoing. Not on agenda at Committee stage as yet.
3) He recognised that there always contentious planning issues for both residents and the Parish
Council and stressed that he could always be approached to get involved.
5.
Minutes of the Meeting held on the 2nd July 2019
The minutes of the meeting held on the 2nd July 2019 were approved unanimously and signed by
the Chair.
6.
Planning Issues
1) New Application for Comment
None.
2) New Applications Already Commented On Due to Planning Deadlines and Update on
Previous Planning Applications
The report was noted.

7.
Finance
(1) Current Financial Position
The Council noted the bank balances as at the 28th August 2019 as follows:HSBC Treasurer’s Account:1)Parish Council General Funds
£26,730.79*
2)Community Project Funds
£9,564.92
Treasurer’s Account Total
£36,295.71
HSBC Deposit Account
£6,373.56
Scottish Widows Account
£10,000.00
(2) Payments
The new payments totalling £3,275.96 were proposed by Ian Hutchinson, seconded by the
Shelagh Fisher and agreed unanimously:July Payments
Clerk's Salary
s/o
£612.62
HMRC
chq 101958
£168.99
Continued on Page 44
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Clerk’s expenses
Top Cut Mowing Services Ltd
Wychavon District Council
Parish Lengthsman
Graham Hipkins
Hartlebury Parish Hall
August Payments
Clerk's Salary
HMRC
Clerk’s expenses
Signtech (Midlands) Ltd

chq 101959
chq 101960
chq 101961
chq 101962
chq 101963
chq 101964

£53.81
£876.00
£50.00
£350.36
£250.32
£62.50

s/o
chq 101965
chq 101966
chq 101967

£612.62
£168.99
£50.55
£19.20

Simon Fletcher asked for an update on the costs for the Community Project. The Chair agreed to
ask the Clerk to prepare the figures for a future meeting.
8.
Neighbourhood Plan
The Chair and Simon Fletcher had attended a training workshop at Wychavon on planning and
running a consultation and would be attending a further workshop on preparing a Neighbourhood
Plan on the 24 October. It was noted that public consultation was required to consider residents’
views, areas of training needed to be considered. It was also noted that efforts needed to be focused on completing Parish Plan. At a later date a Steering Committee would need to be agreed.
Simon Fletcher was asked to obtain copies of other completed Neighbourhood Plans – Chaddesley Corbett & Fern Heath.
9. Playing Fields and Parish Hall Surrounds Advisory Group
The Chair stated that the Parish Lengthsman was happy to look after ground around Hall once the
initial clearing work had been completed. She added that quotes were being sought to do the
initial work which was likely to cost £200-£250 day and would entail up to 3 days work.
Simon Fletcher, seconded by Shelagh Fisher, moved and it was unanimously agreed to support
the Chair’s request for a mandate from Parish Council to accept the quote to carry out required
ground clearance work.
10.
Possible Siting of a Container on the Parish Hall Car Park by Ombersley Drama
Group
The Chair stated that a request had been made by Ombersley Drama Group to site a container on
car park for storing their scenery equipment.
During discussion, it was felt that it would be inappropriate for the container to be sited on the car
park with the main reasons being health & safety, an eye sore and the taking up of car park space.
Ray Kirby, in his capacity of P.H.M.C. Chair, stated he was surprised this was on the agenda as
the P.H.M.C. was awaiting further information regarding this request. The Drama Group had been
told it was unlikely permission would be granted to put the container on the car part and they had
stated they were seeking permission to put it on the adjacent land. P.H.M.C. was awaiting their
proposal before bringing to Parish Council.
11.
Correspondence
The Chair stated that, in respect of the Clerk’s resignation, she had had various discussions with
him and had reluctantly accepted his resignation. However, after the Clerk had consulted various
people, he had withdrawn his request which was formally accepted.
12. Action Summary
In considering the Action Summary, Ray Kirby, seconded by Sheridan Tranter, moved and it was
unanimously agreed to purchase a new Vehicle Activation Sign at a cost of £2,800 plus VAT.
13.
Councillors’ Points of Information and Items for Future Agendas
Shelagh Fisher stated she had felt uneasy coming to meetings. The Chair stated that the Council
was not working together and stressed that they needed to work as a team. Too much time was
being wasted with internal matters.
Continued on Page 45
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Continued from Page 44

DATE OF NEXT PC MEETING: Tuesday 1st October 2019 - 7.00 pm at the PARISH HALL.
The meeting closed at 7.45pm

Need help with your advert?
Contact John Hellens on 01299 251657

Need help with your article for the magazine?
Contact Ruth Whittaker on 0744 694 2239
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This space
now available
Call John Hellens
on
01299 251657
for details
(92mm by 60 mm)

Claire Tooley
Booking Secretary
07923 544838

www.hartleburyparishhall.co.uk
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Village Index 2019

Those numbers without a dialling prefix are Hartlebury numbers, if you
dial outside, please begin with 01299
Church
Parish Rector
Rev. Stephen Winter
07773 760899
Church Warden
Mrs Carolyn Gumbley
251148
Magazine Editor
Mrs Ruth Whittaker
ruth.w@live.co.uk
Magazine Advertising
Mr John Hellens
251657
Magazine Distribution
Mrs Val Hardwick
250937
Choir Leader
Mrs Chris Webb
250452
Tower Captain
Mr John Webb
250452
Organist
Mrs Mary Mayo
250871
7 Parishes Office Administrator
Mr Nick Wright
01905 622464
Youth
Hartlebury C of E Primary School
Mrs Caroline Unitt
250312
Cambian New Elizabethan School
250258
Parent & Toddlers
Greenwoods Children Centre 01527 861063
Cubs & Scouts, St Michael’s Stourport Mr Mark Gould
879918
Guides
Mrs G Sutherland
01562 631452
Venues
County Museum Hartlebury Castle
250416
Village Hall Chairman
Mr Ray Kirby
250995
Village Hall Booking Sec.
Mrs Claire Tooley
07923 544838
Clubs & Societies
Gardening Club Chair
Mr Tony Hardwick
250937
W I President
Mrs Marion Inman
250175
History Society Sec.
Mrs Carol Priest
253525
Cutnall Green Young Farmers
Miss Lorna Pritchard
07903 580716
Hartlebury Art Group
Mrs Diane Maughan
250821
Hartlebury Poetry Group
Mrs Diane Maughan
250821
Friends of Bishops Wood
Mr John Rhyme
250513 Ext. 221
Representatives
Member of Parliament
Mr Nigel Huddlestone
02072 195814
Worcestershire County Council
Cllr Peter Tomlinson
01905 621670
Wychavon District Council
Mr Stephen Bateman
07432 227735
Parish Council Chair
Mrs Ruth Whittaker
07446 942239
Parish Council Clerk
Mr Neil Gulliver
07927 311041
Parish Paths Warden
Mr John Denby
250429
Useful Numbers
Local Bus Timetables
08712 002233 Rail Enquiries
08457 484950
Citizen Advice Bureau
01562 823953 Local Police
01905 725760
Bromsgrove Mobile Library
01527 575855 Tourist Information
404740
Worcester Regulatory Services 01905 822799 wrsenquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk
Environment Agency
0800 80 70 60 enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
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Hartlebury Parish Hall—Weekly Hall Bookings
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Friday

New Drama
Group
Community Café

8:30pm - 10pm
10:30am – Midday

Craft Group

10am - 3pm

Yoga

10am - 11am

Yoga

10:30am - 11:30am

Portman Dance

Bookings for October 2019
Tuesday
1st
PC Meeting
Wednesday
2nd
Gardening Club
Saturday
5th
Canine Massage
Tuesday
8th
Choir Rehearsal
Wednesday
9th
WI
Sunday
13th
Armoury Action Air
Wednesday
16th
HPHMC Meeting
Thursday
17th
History Society
Sunday
20th
Football
Monday
21st
Flower Arranging
Tuesday
22nd
WI Craft
Tuesday
22nd
Choir Rehearsal
Thursday
24h
WI
Thursday
31st
Armoury Action Air

7pm - 10:30pm

7pm-10pm
7pm -10pm
08:30am-6pm
7:30pm-9pm
7pm-10pm
1pm-10pm
7pm-9pm
7pm-10pm
10:30am-1pm
09:45-4:15pm
1:30pm-4pm
7:30pm-9pm
5pm-10pm
5pm-10pm

Did you know....you can hire The Hartlebury Parish Hall from £37 for a 3hr
children’s party?
Contact Claire on 07923 544838 and leave a message or email at
bookings@hartleburyparishhall.co.uk for queries about bookings and availability.
Also go to www.hartleburyparishhall.co.uk (NEW and UPDATED) for any further
information.
Did you also know....you can hire The Hartlebury Parish Hall from £75* from 6pm-11:45pm
including bar for an adult party? *Sundays to Thursdays - Fridays and Saturdays from £90. Advice
can also be given regarding caterers and alcohol requirements. We also cater for large group
parties or wedding receptions.
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