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Thoughts from The Rector
The last time that I was involved in getting the harvest in I used a two pronged
fork in order to pitch the bales onto the back of a trailer while a man stacked
them until we were ready to take them to the barn. I would then scramble up
the side of the stack and perch on the top while my workmate towed the
trailer to the barn a couple of miles away from the field that we were working
in. I confess that this was my favourite part of the day. A break between the
hard work of pitching bales at either end of the tractor's journey and it was a
very hot summer that year. I confess too (My! what a lot of confessions but
then I am a priest) that as I sat on the back of the trailer I pondered my
decision to leave a summer job cleaning in a newly opened Waitrose store
near Southampton in which I earned the same amount of money for a couple
of hours of easy work as I was now getting for a hard day in the hot sun. All I
can say is that it felt the right thing to do at the time.
Well, that was a long time ago and since then my main association with
harvest has been as a consumer which is the association that most of the
people in this country have these days. I rather doubt if any of the farmers
who read this magazine would offer me any work at harvest time now but just
in case anyone does, well, you know how to get in touch with me!
The business of being a consumer nowadays is a pretty soul-destroying affair
and I really mean that it destroys our souls. It teaches us the price of
everything and the value of nothing. The government is even pondering
whether it might allow the importing of chicken from the United States that
has been washed in chlorine because it assumes that the only thing that most
people care about when it comes to food is its price. Now obviously price does
matter, especially if you don't have much money, but your soul matters even
more. It was Jesus who said what good is it to you if you get the whole world
but lose your soul. Forget those cartoon images of devils with forks and
burning flesh. What it really means is that gradually you cease to be a person
and you become a thing. You may have a price, but you have no value.
I once had an amazing afternoon in the cellar of a small independent wine
maker in the Burgundy region of France. It was another hot day, but the cellar
was deliciously cool and full of the beguiling scents of his wines. Through the
afternoon he poured me many of his prize-winning wines and we talked. He
spoke no English and my French was limited but we got on well.
Continued overleaf, Page 2
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Continued from Page 1.

Of course, by the end of the afternoon I felt honour bound to purchase a case
of his wines, but I wanted to show him the respect that I felt anyway.
That was probably the nearest that I have ever been to a heavenly experience
(and I use the words quite seriously) of buying something but I do
recommend that you try to get somewhere near to one yourself. Perhaps the
closest that we get is in a farm shop where you can talk about the food that
you are buying and get to know the person that you are talking to a little. As
you do this you find that you are becoming less of a thing and more of a
person. Another way of travelling on this human journey is to buy directly
from the farmer if you can. Give it a go.
Oh, and by the way, the prices aren't bad either!
The Rev’d Stephen Winter

CHRISTINGLE IS ON
As the evenings draw in and there is a chill in the air, I usually start planning
what I am going to do for the next Christingle celebration on Christmas Eve.
This year is proving to be a difficult year for that sort of planning. At first I
assumed that we would not be able to go ahead with our usual celebration,
but the more I thought about it, the more I couldn’t imagine a Christmas
without Christingle in some shape or form. It has been part of my family’s life
for 22 years, and I know that for many in the village it has also become a
family tradition that marks the start of their Christmas celebrations. With this
in mind I am going to attempt a virtual Christingle service this year, most
likely as a pre-recorded service on YouTube with plenty of opportunities for
you to join in singing carols, or acting out the nativity play from the comfort
of your own home.
There will be a JustGiving page for donations and I have set a target of at
least £500 to reach, as this is the amount we usually make for the Children’s
Society in our annual service. I am working on a ‘Make-your-own-Christingle
orange ‘ Covid free pack that will be available for a donation, with a copy of
the order of service, the last week of the winter term from outside St James
Church porch at drop off and pick up time. Watch out for posters around the
village with further information from mid-November onwards. Wish me luck!

3

Wedding at St James
23 October 2020

Anika Sachae Clarke and Cameron Blake Rich

THE SEVEN PARISHES OFFICE

Administrator : Mr Nick Wright

Tel 01905 622464 (please leave a message)
or 07968 531216 (in emergencies only) .
Email: parishes7@btinternet.com
Web:

post: The Seven Parishes Office
c/o The Old Post Office
Cutnall Green
DROITWICH
WR9 0PW

www.7parishes.co.uk

ST JAMES CHURCH
If you wish to book a wedding or a baptism please contact the Seven
Parishes Office.
If you have any queries about your wedding or baptism or wish to speak
to a member of our church, you may contact:
Chris Webb, wedding and baptism co-ordinator on 01299 250452 or
Carolyn Gumbley, churchwarden on 01299 251148
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FROM THE CHURCHWARDENS
GOOD NEWS
At the Annual Parochial Church Meeting, which was held after the morning
service on 11 October, two Churchwardens were elected. It is very good to
welcome JAMES HOMER as the second Warden to work together with
Carolyn Gumbley. As Caroline Boughton-Thomas decided not to seek
re-election to the Deanery Synod, James was elected to join Lynne Moseley as
our two representatives to Deanery Synod. Richard Berry, is an ex officio
member of the PCC by virtue of his role as Reader. Otherwise, membership of
the PCC remains unaltered.
We also welcome the Revd Julie Humphries, who has moved into the parish
from the Birmingham Diocese. We hope that we might see Julie taking
services occasionally. She has written a ‘pen portrait’ for the magazine to
introduce herself to us.
Carolyn and James were admitted to the Office of Churchwarden at the
service from Ombersley on 25 October.

SERVICES
It was good to continue our – fairly tentative – opening for Sunday worship
with two services in October. We are, of course, having to operate under
‘Covid’ conditions
We are planning a service on Remembrance Sunday, 8 November, at
10.45am and on Armistice Day, Wednesday 11 November, at 10.45am at the
War Memorial, led by our Rector, Stephen Winter. We hope that Year 6
children from the school will be able to join us. All our services require us to
be Covid-compliant and these two services will be no exception, especially
with regard to numbers attending and observing social distancing.
The two other services this month will be on 15 November – Morning Prayer
at 9.30am – and 22 November at 11.00am which will be a Parish Eucharist.
Morning Prayer, at 9.15am on weekdays, continues via Zoom - we remember
daily those who have asked for prayer, those who have died and their families
and, in particular, those who are lonely and isolated.
The format of services on the first Sunday in each month will change from
December – Stephen Winter has asked Richard Berry to take the lead in
these. Further details are in this magazine.
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READINGS FOR SUNDAYS IN NOVEMBER
Sunday 1 November
Revelation 7.9-17; 1 John 3.1-3; Matthew 5.1-12
(All Saints’ Day)

Sunday 8 November
Wisdom of Solomon 6.12-16; 1 Thessalonians 4.13-18;
(Remembrance Sunday) Matthew 25.1-13
Sunday 15 November
Psalm 90.1-8; 1 Thessalonians 5.1-11; Matthew 25.14-30
Sunday 22 November
Ezekiel 34.11-16,20-24; Ephesians 1.15-23; Matthew 25.3146
Sunday 29 November
Isaiah 64.1-9; 1 Corinthians 1.3-9; Mark 13.24-37
(First Sunday of Advent)
oo00oo
Carolyn Gumbley & James Homer
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Pen Picture of Rev’d Julie Humphries
I'm married to Mick and we have 4 grown up children and 4
grandchildren. We also have a labradoodle called Bombadil, and those of you
who are Lord of the Rings fans will understand where his name comes from,
our Bombadil thoroughly enjoys the local walks and parks and visits to the
seaside.
My hobbies include swimming, gardening and pre-Covid I had joined the
Hartlebury Castle choir - which I must admit I really miss and can't wait to get
back to singing again. I was ordained in 2008 by Bishop John Inge and served
my curacy in the Holy Trinity Parish in Redditch before taking up a
fulltime post in Birmingham Diocese in 2012. Naturally there were things that
I really enjoyed about ministry such as family services, Messy Church,
Baptisms, weddings and funerals and there were things I didn't enjoy so much
- but I did them because I had to, such as PCC meetings, fabric, finances and
the churchyard!
Last year after much soul searching I decided to leave full time ministry and
re-train to become a Nursing assistant at the Alexandra Hospital, Redditch
which has been a wonderful year of learning new things and exercising my
priestly ministry in a different way - I have heard more people's prayers (both
patients and staff) than I ever did as a full time minister and it has and
continues to be a real joy and a privilege to work in this place. However, in
March this year I decided that it was time to combine both a parish ministry
and my work place ministry and I wrote to Bishop John seeking permission to
officiate - then Covid struck and not only were my husband and I laid low by
this awful virus, but of course the landscape of the church and the world
changed. Wearing facemasks in shops and other public places became
compulsory, social distancing was introduced and of course many of us were
forced to self-isolate or shield, and this has become the new 'normal.'
The things I'm looking forward to getting involved with again are worship
(in whatever form this takes), baptisms, weddings, and funerals. As I work full
time on various shifts it won't always be possible to be involved with Sunday
worship every week but working shifts does have the advantage in that I am
sometimes around during the week. I am very much looking forward to
leading the Christmas Day service at St. Mary, Elmbridge and look forward to
getting to know you all over the course of time.
With God’s Blessing,
Rev’d Julie.
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INTRODUCING RICHARD BERRY
Hello I’m Richard,
We moved to Hartlebury just over a year ago, having previously lived in and
around West Yorkshire. I’m married to Jan and
we have 2 grown up daughters and 2 granddaughters.
For 30 years I had various roles in the Police. I then worked in schools for 10
years. In 2019 we retired to Hartlebury to be near our grandchildren.
I have been a practicing Christian for my whole life and have worshipped
within a variety of denominations. What has always been important to me is
the Church family.
I was licensed as an Anglican Lay Reader in 2008.
My hope is that on the first Sunday of each month here in Hartlebury, we
can create a relaxed, informal worship time where all can feel welcome.
I look forward to meeting many more of you.
Richard Berry

ENHANCEMENTS AT ST JAMES
One night in May 2019 a large section of plaster fell from the porch ceiling at
St James. It took a while to get this repaired as we were asked to carry out
the work using traditional lime plaster with hair to replicate the original lath
and plaster construction. The opportunity was also taken to apply for a grant
towards the repair cost. This was successful and it covered more than 50% of
the repair cost. The porch was also re-decorated with the help of funding
from the Friends of St James.
When the damage was originally being assessed, the church architect suggested that we might consider replacing the existing very utilitarian light
fitting in the porch with a more suitable design that would be in keeping with
the church building. A good quality pendant light fitting with fluted tear drop
glass shade was identified and agreed upon. The church had recently
benefited from a gift of money donated at the funeral service of Rosalie
Bakewell and it was agreed that the purchase of the new light would be an
appropriate use of this money. In fact, there was sufficient available to fund
the purchase of a second matching light fitting for the inner porch. These are
now installed so the entrance to the church is now much enhanced.
John Webb
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HARTLEBURY PCC - 2020-2021
Rector
Rev. Stephen Winter
07773 760899
Churchwardens
Carolyn Gumbley
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James Homer
851637
PCC Secretary
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250452
PCC Treasurer
Beryl Thomas
251459
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250202
Caroline Boughton-Thomas
Richard Berry, Reader
Jeremy Broadway
Fiona Mason
David Parker
Geoff Phillips
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07496 850192

Important Changes to Evensong Services
Please Note Hampton Lovett Evensong will start at 6pm not
6.30pm all the way through to March 2021
Remembrance Service at Dovedale on
November 8th will begin at 9.45am
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Richard
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Winter

Stephen
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News from Hartlebury Church of England Primary School
Our Value this month is ‘Forgiveness’. We aim to focus on being kind to each
other, develop understanding of one another and appreciate the point of
view of others.
We are still working with the strategies put in place to minimise the risk of
the Coronavirus pandemic. We continue to keep everyone as safe as we can
by staggering the start and end of the day, as well as break times and lunch
times. We are practicing social distancing in our class pods to minimise the
risk of infection and following Government guidelines in line with the NHS
Test and Trace procedures.
Keeping Children Safe- Road Safety for our Children
We would like to thank all those who slow down and drive carefully around
our school, in order to keep our children safe, when arriving or leaving
school. We have a very busy road directly outside our school and this makes
crossing the road sometimes tricky for our pupils and their families. We are
trying to encourage independence in our older children, which now means
some children, in Year 5 and 6, are able to walk to and from school on their
own with their parents’ permission. However, Rectory Lane can be
extremely busy and although Stan, our excellent Lollipop man, is usually
there to aid crossing, there may be occasions when he is not. The safety of
all our children is paramount and crossing the road safely is a priority.
Therefore, we are very grateful for your consideration, which is very much
appreciated.
P.E News
During April 2020, the children took part in active challenges set by the
Wyre Forest Sports Partnership. Every photo or video submitted to the
partnership via their social media platforms counted as a point for
Hartlebury. As a result of all of the children's hard work, Hartlebury had the
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most posts/interactions over the last month and WON £175 of equipment
vouchers for schools. Using the sports vouchers, we purchased a new class
set of hockey sticks which Year 4 are currently using in their PE lessons to
develop their hockey progress.
Music Mark 2020/2021
Congratulations Hartlebury!
We have been awarded the Music Mark award for schools 2020/2021.
The value that we place on music and our commitment to a broad and balanced curriculum has been recognised and we would like to celebrate it!
Music Mark is the UK Association for Music Education; they champion and
support access to music for all children and young people. Music Mark works
to enable members, and the wider music education sector, to deliver highquality musical and social outcomes for all children and young people. Well
done for all the hard work our school does!
Raising money for Charity
We were not able to hold our usual MacMillan Charity event this year, as we
were unable to have a gathering in the hall. However, we still wanted to
support this extremely worthwhile charity, so we provided shop bought,
wrapped cakes to sell to the children in their classroom pods with drinks of
squash for a donation. We raised £105.92 for MacMillan Cancer Research.
Well done all those who were involved a great support for our community!
Take care and stay safe!
Claire Grand,
Head of School, Hartlebury Church of England Primary
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HAVE YOU SECURED YOUR RECEPTION PLACE FOR SEPTEMBER 2021?
Although applications have closed and places allocated, we will happily
show you around and help you through this process.
personality and needs.
IS YOUR CHILD AGED 3-4? WOULD THEY LIKE TO JOIN HARTLEBURY
HEDGEHOGS PRE-SCHOOL?

Hartlebury Church of England Primary School
Parents wanting places in our Early Years Unit for their youngest children
need to apply directly to the school office- we are registering children now for
September and filling up rapidly!

•
•
•

We offer places for children in their pre-school year
We offer excellent staff/children ratios of approximately 1:7
We offer amazing indoor and outdoor facilities, with great outdoor
learning opportunities.
• We offer complete wrap around care from 7.30am-6.00pm, supported by
familiar staff for our youngest children from the Early Years Unit
We offer a nurturing village school environment, at the centre of the village
community
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But don’t take our word for it; come and visit! You will always be very welcome
and we’re sure you will leave thinking this is a great place to learn and make
friends! We do!
To arrange a visit please contact our school office on 01299 250312 or email
office@hartlebury.worcs.sch.uk
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Remembering Remembrance Service 2019
Rev’d Stephen Winter with residents of the village and pupils from
Hartlebury CofE Primary School. This year it will be different but do check
out The Services, so you know how we will do our remembering in 2020.
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Remembering Iris Checketts – just a very brief offering
I was very touched to read the story about Alex and Laura and Alex’s cruel,
cruel illness and it reminded me immediately about a dear friend of many in
Hartlebury whose memorial service was held in Ombersley on the day of her
funeral, 11th September.
The service was streamed – live – from St Andrew’s church by a professional
company called Vimeo and it made one feel that one was actually present,
which was a great privilege. Tony and Iris Checketts had lived in the village for
many years until, sadly, Iris died from Motor Neurone Disease in August, after
having been looked after with great care by Tony almost to the end, when a
hospice stepped in. Villagers lined the streets of Ombersley to show their
appreciation and respect as the hearse left for the crematorium and many
were able to watch the streamed service from the church later and it was
lovely to hear from Iris’s family about her early life – stories some of us may
not have known, as she grew up in a Welsh village and had a long walk to
school.
Iris appeared with the Ombersley Amateur Dramatic Society on many occasions, and many of us supported their performances. What was not so well
known, perhaps, was that she and Tony (both Bellringers here at St James’)
were keen Morris Dancers! During her memorial service a video was shown of
one of their performances and I shall carry with me an abiding memory of Iris
and her friends enjoying a wild dance to the accompaniment of traditional
English country music – played, I think, on a wind-up gramophone It is a
lovely, if very inadequate, way to remember her.

The article about Alex, on Page 16, has given us all the chance to follow the
links to learn more about MND. I very much hope those links will be followed
and that those who can will decide to make MND one of the charities they
support, as I have already done.
Caroline Boughton Thomas

16

MNDA
You may have noticed that the charity MNDA (Motor Neurone Disease
Association) delivered a flier to houses in Hartlebury recently; this is part of
a major campaign to raise awareness about Motor Neurone Disease (MND).
MND describes a group of diseases that affect the nerves (motor neurones)
in the brain and spinal cord that tell your muscles what to do. MND is lifeshortening and there is no cure. There is a 1 in 300 risk of getting MND
across a lifetime. It can affect adults of any age, but is more likely to affect
people over 50. Although the disease will progress, symptoms can be
managed to help achieve the best possible quality of life.

Alex was diagnosed with MND 2 years ago. Before his diagnosis he was a
super-fit ultra-marathon runner. No one could predict that someone like
Alex would be affected by this awful condition.
It is humbling for me to see how positive both Laura and Alex have remained and how hard they are working to raise awareness of MND, despite
the tragedy that has befallen their family.
The charity MNDA is fighting MND by funding research into more effective
treatments. It also provides support and practical advice to sufferers and
their families. If you want to find out more go to www.mndassociation.org
or to support Alex and the charity www.mndassociation.org/alex
Radmilla Mihajlovic
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The students at Cambian New Elizabethan School have been working very
hard under new rules and have now completed the first term of the new
school year.
Like all schools we have had to change how the school is run, for example,
we have introduced a one way system around the school and staff are wearing face masks throughout the day.
This terms end of term trip was a forest walk and picnic at the Worcester
Woods Country Park followed by a visit to the Orchard café, it was enjoyed
by all students and staff who went.
After half term students and staff will be starting their new form groups and
are very excited to get to know their new form tutors and all the new staff.

Craft Fair
Hartlebury Parish Hall
Homemade Crafts and other
products by local people in
Worcestershire. With Covid-19 safety
measures in action we have tried to
make a safer shopping experience
within our own village for you all to
enjoy.
Fairs will run on a Sunday 10am-5pm!
November 8th 2020 – November 15th 2020
November 29th 2020 – December 6th 2020
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Live & Local ‘Shindig’
Good news – December gig is ON!
Yes, Hartlebury has been able to secure the act we wanted:
Mumbo Jumbo
with their top pre-Christmas show
‘Claustrophobic Tinselitis’
on
Friday 18th Dec. at 7.00
They promise a close-harmony, piano-led fun evening celebrating music's
'almost' hits, with fantastic music, tongue-in-cheek banter and brilliant
audience rapport...
With added tinsel, fairy lights and Xmas songs!
This is good news for those of you who are fans of live performance
t the Hall.
COVID rules mean we have a maximum of 30 – yes, just 30! tickets for sale, so make sure you reserve yours very soon.
They remain at their great-value price – just £10 a head
And, of course, there’ll be a bar and some raffle fun!
So give us a call and book your seat now.
If you miss out in the rush for tickets, don’t fret…
there’s the opportunity to join-in online on the night, with the band’s live
‘radio show’ of the gig – we’ll tell you more in December.
So book your tickets and make that a date in your diary!
Take care, stay safe - we look forward to seeing you at the show
Barry & Ruth - 01299 250569
Cath & Peter - 01299 250808
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MARK WILLIAMS FIPW &
LAUREN WILLIAMS MIPW
PROFESSIONAL WILLWRITERS
“40years legal experience as a Detective
Superintendent & now as a Professional
Willwriter, means you can definitely trust
Mark to write your Will”

Wills or Powers of Attorney from £95
Free Will Reviews, Probate Support,
Care Home Fee Avoidance,
& Big Savings on Funeral Plans

Instructions taken in the comfort
of your own home
T: 01299 251442 M: 07966
053887
E: mark@ambalegalservices.co.uk
W: ambalegalservices.co.uk
Trading Standards Institute
Approved
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Ombersley Family Dental Practice
Mrs Andy Wright B.D.S. (Edin)

A friendly private practice specialising in
preventive dental care for all the family in a happy
relaxed atmosphere
New patients welcome.
Cosmetic treatments including whitening
Sports gum-shields for all ages in various colours and designs
Same day emergency appointments
Large car park
Racks Lane, Ombersley, Nr Droitwich, Worcs. WR9 0EN
Tel: 01905 621881

www.ombersleyfamilydental.co.uk
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Reflections from The Hartlebury Poetry Group
There has existed in the village since the 1970s, a group of poetry lovers
who gather monthly to read and share a love of poetry. One of our founder
members Robert Wagstaff, sadly died this year and we all miss his gentle
humour greatly. He guided us through our meetings, brought us back to the
subject when we went off at a tangent, and his love of poems inspired us
all. I feel we owe it to him to keep whatever thread we can alive through
these “interesting times” as someone described them to me recently. To
that end we have been occasionally emailing each group member a poem
we would have read together if times were less interesting!
A poem recently posted I reproduce below, it is by Mother Teresa and is
known as The Anyway Poem. It’s deceptively simple and yet at same time
rather profound.
People are often unreasonable, illogical and self-centred;
Forgive them anyway.
If you are kind, people may accuse you of ulterior motives;
Be kind anyway,
If you are successful, you will win some false friends and some true enemies;
Be successful anyway.
If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you;
Be honest anyway.
What you spend years building, someone could destroy overnight;
Build anyway,
If you find serenity and happiness, they may be jealous;
Be happy anyway.
The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow;
Do good anyway.
Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough;
Give the world the best you have anyway,
You see, in the final analysis, it is between you and your God;
It was never between you and them anyway,
24

What’s Wrong with Me?
Lynne and I moved to Hartlebury six years ago. About four years earlier,
before I retired as a vicar of some villages in the Wyre Forest area, I was
feeling unwell. Anyone could have told you that I was stressed and behaving
even more strangely than usual. But for me, it felt like there was something
physically wrong with me, as I felt all sorts of pains and aches as well as
tiredness. I decided to go and see the doctor.
She was immensely helpful. Numerous basic tests were done on my body
concerning the pains and symptoms, and I was given a questionnaire to fill in
about my mood and other things. Something did come up about my physical
health, which I will come back to in a moment. But, as you may have
guessed, the diagnosis was that I had depression, and that it was causing the
physical symptoms that I was experiencing. I was so grateful to the help
which I received from the doctor. I was on medication for a few months,
and I also received some counselling which I found both challenging and
extremely helpful. I was able to continue with my work amid all this.
What really surprised me was that I had felt physically ill but found that it
was a mental illness. It was a reminder of how all these things are
connected. The mind does affect the body; the golfer putting to win a
tournament, a tennis player serving for a grand slam final, the batsman on
the verge of the century all know this. But I was also physically ill, as
something had crept up within me over the years. One of the tests, followed
by others, revealed that I had prostate cancer. ‘Doing nothing is not an
option’, said the consultant. I opted for surgery and so far, so good. Is there
a sense that the depression, causing me to go and see the doctor, saved my
life?
Body and mind are areas of health and illness. I feel that there is another
area too which I would call spirit. For me it revolves around the Christian
faith, but for you with possibly different views it may be a general area of
the spiritual or the inspirational. I’m referring to that aspect of human
existence that is beyond just that of the body or mind. When I took baptism
services, I would always pray for all three areas; that the baby would grow
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up into a mature adult healthy physically, emotionally and spiritually.
As we live through this pandemic, we need to continue to take care of each
other and encourage each other. A couple of months ago it was on the news
that cases of depressive symptoms have doubled over the time of the
lockdown. To keep well and away from the virus we had a lockdown, with
positive results. But some of us are damaged in other ways because of this.
In my case I felt at my worse just as we entered the ‘new normal’. Now I am
used to it and quite happy to go to the shop, attend church, and go away on
holiday, with the necessary masks and social distancing.
What’s wrong with me? I am a fallible human being, I am susceptible to
injury physically, mentally, and spiritually. I can become ill in any or all of
these aspects. There is at the same time so much good in the world. The
beauty and fruitfulness of creation, the good that is done by so many people,
and the way healing can take place in all aspects of our lives. For some of us
religious faith is a source of inspiration and strength.
It is worth remembering that the human person can in a real sense triumph
over illness. Professor Stephen Hawking had that severe illness yet managed
to contribute so much to science. He also touched people’s lives by his
courage and humour. In the Christian faith there is the belief that the
suffering and death of Jesus brought about reconciliation, forgiveness, and
eternal life.
I hope that you keep well in body, mind, and spirit. If you are unwell, I hope
that love and care can support you, but beyond that you can still give
something special to others through your presence. In sickness or in health
may our lives reflect the best of what it is to be human.
Stephen Owens
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A Point of View
I have lived in the Parish of Hartlebury for a little over sixty years and I am
upset. No, I am very upset. It isn’t just the restrictions of the past eight
months, although that may have played a part in my reaction, but it is what
seems to have happened to our community. When I retired from my job
with a Stourport company I began to spend more time playing a part in the
community. I was a member of the Church congregation, a member of the
Parish Council and I wanted to play my part in helping to maintain what I felt
any village should be about, so I joined most of the groups in the village in
order to understand what they were about. I loved the feeling of
“belonging” which it gave me, and I have missed those meetings over the
last weeks and months, especially as I have been out truly little.
Early last week there was a beautiful afternoon, and I gave myself a treat – a
drive round the village; my first in weeks. Imagine my dismay when I went
up to admire the new play equipment and was stopped in my tracks by the
sight which greeted me as I approached the Parish Hall! It looked to me as it
might to any casual visitor – almost derelict; the front of the hall overrun
with weeds, and large concrete blocks sealing the car park off from visitors.
I could hardly believe my eyes. What on earth had happened? This was the
responsibility of the PC. Why was nothing being done? Why had it been left
like that?
I thought of the community spirit which had been displayed two years ago
when a large band of people had gathered to plant up the surrounds to the
hall – then quite recently refurbished – to complete the project which had
been put in place by the then Parish Council by obtaining grants to re-order
the car parking facilities and to install play equipment for Hartlebury families
to enjoy. It had been the result of many months of consultation, of planning
and the eventual implementation of the project. I went home and thought
about it and I began to feel disappointed and quite angry. How could all
that work have come to this?
Having served on the Parish Council in the past, I thought I would have a
look at what Wikipedia has to say and found the following: “Their activities
fall into three main categories: representing the local community, delivering
services to meet local needs, and improving quality of life and community
wellbeing”. For that purpose, a proportion of everyone’s Council Tax is set
aside and given back for the Council to spend locally. That had certainly
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been the objective of the Council’s activities in the past – along with the
holding of meetings and the publication of Minutes of those meetings so
that their plans were clear.
During Hartlebury’s Lockdown in March the PCC took the decision to
continue publishing the Parish Magazine in its customary paper format and
most of those who deliver magazines (under the direction of Val Hardwick
who delivers to all of them) have continued to do so. While some
parishioners use their computers with ease, it is recognised that many
readers do not – hence the decision to continue with the present format
rather than put the magazine out only online. The good will of those who
deliver has been much appreciated – and so has the fact that the Clubs
and Societies have kept putting their news in the magazine each month. It
fulfils a really useful function within the community – namely
communication – and I know this is appreciated.
Unfortunately, the same cannot be said of the Parish Council, whose
Minutes have appeared in the magazine only once since March – with the
result that many people have no idea what is going on. Neither has there
been any summary of their activities and they have closed the Parish
website, which was maintained on a voluntary basis by a member of the
public – something that was also much appreciated. Sadly, the statutory
requirement to publish minutes has been transferred to a generic website
run by Worcestershire County Council. If “Hartlebury Parish Council” is
entered into a search engine one is re-directed to that site – but it is not at
all “user friendly” and finding information is far from easy. The minutes of
meetings do appear there, but not until long after a meeting has been
held; if they were to be put in the Parish Magazine (something readers
expect) that would mean a delay of a further month – by which time they
would be old history.

During Lockdown, and continuing afterwards, Council meetings have been
held by Zoom – with which users of computers will probably be familiar.
The ID code and password for these meetings can be obtained on
application to the Clerk, whose name (but no contact details) appear in the
“Village Index” at the end of this magazine.
Full details can be found, together with the names and contact details of
all Parish Councillors, on the County Council website under Hartlebury.
Continued overleaf on Page 26 and 27
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Continued from Page 24 and 25.

Contact details for the Acting Clerk, Lesley Cleaver, are 07790 542340
hartlebury.clerk@gmail.com
The other thing that disappoints me is that, despite people having raised
these issues at Zoom meetings, the questions raised by members of the
public are no longer minuted so people who one hopes would be
interested have no idea (unless they have “attended” a Zoom meeting)
what issues may have been raised by their friends and neighbours.
John Denby, our Footpath Warden (appointed by the Parish Council some
years ago) keeps readers of the magazine wonderfully up to date with all
he does for us – and I know his articles are looked forward to and very
much enjoyed. I do hope he knows how much people value the work he
and his friends put in for everyone’s benefit.
I have left until last the most serious thing that has disappointed me,
which is that, in May this year, the PCC wrote to the Parish Council asking
them for a grant to help defray the cost of mowing the church-yard at St
James and the burial ground at St Mary’s. This is a very considerable
expense, which enables us to engage the services of the youngsters who
are employed by local charity Muddy Boots. Previous Parish Councils gave
this grant willingly over many years and it was never questioned by
auditors. There have been no rulings on the giving of such grants and
different PCs make different decisions on whether to give or not. That our
PC made the decision not to give is especially disappointing as the income
of our church has almost dried up while churches have been closed.
Where has mutual support gone?
When I returned from my drive around the village I drove past St James
and noticed a parishioner planting what will be a riot of daffodils when
Spring returns. This was her personal thank-offering, given with love, and
is a sign of hope in these dark days. What a contrast – and we shall be so
grateful when we are all able to see them in bloom and realise that Spring
will have arrived once again to cheer everyone up. It will come.
This brings me to my final point: our community has many people, many
of them elderly like me, who may live alone and who may be suffering at
this time. Fortunately, many will have neighbours who look out for them,
but some may not. Few of us like to admit that we can feel very lonely at
times and some of us may occasionally long for someone – known or
unknown – just to talk to, perhaps about nothing in particular! Radio and
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television are great companions, but there is nothing quite like a conversation – especially during the darkening days that announce the onset of
winter and when the clocks have been put back to bring on darkness at
an earlier time in the evening.
This little poem by Thomas Hood says it all!
No sun - no moon!
No morn - no noon No dawn - no dusk - no proper time of day.
No warmth, no cheerfulness, no healthful ease,
No comfortable feel in any member No shade, no shine, no butterflies, no bees,
No fruits, no flowers, no leaves, no birds!
– November!
I really hope that isn’t the case with you but if it is, then why not pick up
the phone for a chat. The following people have said they would be glad
to hear from you:
Cath – phone number 250808

Val – phone number 250937

Caroline – phone number 250207

Kay – phone number 250753

Carolyn – phone number 251148
Next month will be the Christmas issue – and a very different sort of
Christmas for nearly everyone I hope we can all keep optimistic!
Bystander
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Vera’s Answers to the October Quiz

Pyramid
It
bit
bite
biter
bitter
bittern
----Answer 32. Working along each row from left to right: A+BxC-D=E
(5 + 7 (12) x 6 (72) – 40 (32)
Missing letters: C H I K M N P S U (CHIPMUNKS)
-----A Postage Stamp
-----Ducks:

Four

O O
O O

-----Last bus to Woodstock - Morse

----A harlequin is a duck
How many legs - answer 6 (2 per vowel
BASS – BASE – BALE – SALE – SOLE
“Pile it high, sell it cheap” – Sir John Cohen, founder of Tesco
Queen’s names: Elizabeth Alexandra Mary
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Hedgerow Ramblings
Dear Villagers,
Here we are in the mists and mellow fruitfulness of Autumn.
Reflecting upon a quite different summer to the one we had planned for,
we felt incredibly lucky to visit Wales at odd intervals throughout, enjoying
beautiful weather to boot.
Our longest sojourn was to a campsite near Tenby, one of the last places in
the area to offer a holiday let in September. It was a field and had space for
16 camper vans or tents and a bespoke ‘cabin on stilts’ which we had
booked for ten nights. It was described as an eco-friendly site. This was fine
by us.
It turned out the site had seen better days and bore little resemblance to
the website photographs. The borders were whiskery, the orchard a little
overgrown, but the sun was shining and the cabin (shed!) attractive if a little
quirky. There was a low dividing beam in the shed which - even at 5ft 2
inches tall - I kept whacking my head against. Not to worry, thinks I, the
place is quiet, the birds are singing, and the sunset looks very pretty.

The clutch of tents nearest us were inhabited by two groups of lively
women who began to party around 6pm. ‘Live and let live’, we thought, as
we settled down to read. The music and shouting finished around 11pm, so
our thoughts ran along the lines of ‘mustn’t complain, young folk need to
let off steam, it’s just one night’ sort of a way.
In the morning we discovered ‘eco-site’ meant one shower, albeit made of
wattle and daub and pleasantly whitewashed. Needless to say, there was a
queue, but I soon noticed disgruntlement as folk were coming out swaddled
in a towel complaining of cold water. There was a coin slot-meter at the
back of the building, but many coins and thumping of said meter later, still
no hot water. Finally, a young man emerged with billowing steaminess and
warmth issuing forth. I pounced. ‘How did you do that?’ I queried.
He beckoned me in, to reveal the knobs on the shower had to be turned
counter-intuitively so the pointy part indicated cold before hot water
gushed out. Full of public service, I fetched my marker pen and drew spots
on the knobs and wrote out an instruction sheet.
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After a day at the beach we were having cups of tea on our bespoke
verandah and heard cries for help from somewhere nearby. Alarmed, we
discovered they came from the owner of the campsite, Bill, who was stuck
on the roof of the barn. The husband raised an eyebrow as if to say, ‘What
now?’ before we went to his aid. This required moving a ladder and
grabbing and guiding his legs, for which he was immensely grateful.
If I tell the gentle reader we then had two more nights of noisy partying
from the lively ladies and on the third day we had to address the fact our
mattress was not fit for purpose, you might wonder why we stayed!

But a purchase of foam rubber bedding, while ADAPTING to whacking of
heads, the erratic shower and only two toilets, started to improve our lot as
the sun still shone. Campers were cheery and stoic, and relaxation finally
began.
Bill rode his purple bike about the campsite rather anxiously checking
everyone was happy and it seemed churlish to raise any complaints.
We did leave two nights early for an exceptionally comfortable B&B, but not
before I found myself offering to come back and help a bit, so Bill could have
a holiday. He’d become a bit of a pal and wants to visit his Mum in New Zealand. How hard can it be to run a campsite?
Watch this space, it may even happen; anyone fancy coming?!
Keep your spirits up
Hermione.
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Hartlebury History Society
Normally Hartlebury History Society would have a meeting on the 3rd
Thursday of each month (apart from August and December). But like so
many other Groups and Societies we have not been able to go ahead with
the planned programme of speakers in 2020. The Committee were
disappointed about having to make this decision but were sure that
members and visitors would understand.
The Society's Committee did manage to meet recently following social
distancing in the Chairman's garden on a lovely sunny September afternoon.
It was probably good timing, before autumn weather prevents that option.
We still hope that we'll be able to resume meetings sometime early on in
2021, but we'll have to wait to see what the situation is at the time before
we can finalise our plans.
However, we have a programme of meetings planned until April 2021, and
we'll hope to move all the meetings that have been missed in 2020 forward
to new dates once we are able to meet again. The cancellations also meant
that we were not able to hold the AGM, which would have taken place in
April. In normal circumstances, Chairman, Maggie Herbert would no doubt
have reflected on another interesting year of topics from a variety of
speakers, and we would have presented the accounts for the year ended
28th February 2020 which were prepared in readiness.
When the Committee met in September the decision was made not to
produce a Discovery magazine this year. This decision was not taken lightly,
and is a disappointment. However, we felt that the logistics of producing
articles, arranging printing and finding opportunities to sell the magazine
would be more challenging than usual.

The Committee is currently - Maggie Herbert , Chairman and Carol Priest as
Secretary together with Caro Boughton-Thomas, Geoff Hyde , and David
Simons. David will be taking a lead on managing the Society's archive, and
we will be aiming to appoint a new Treasurer.
The Committee hopes that you all stay safe and well, and that we’ll be able
to welcome members and visitors, as well as new members, to the Village
Hall in 2021.
In the meantime, take a look at our website, at www.hartleburyhistory.com
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News and Events from
We love Autumn! As the leaves turn to their beautiful
yellows and oranges, on the clear, if somewhat cold
days, the Castle moat walk and driveway look
absolutely stunning. It’s been brilliant to see visitors,
volunteers and staff sharing photos online for us all to
enjoy.
We were delighted to receive funding from the
government’s Culture Recovery Fun, which will support us
through the months ahead and allow us to continue to be
here for you and #hereforculture as we share the Castle’s
wonderful grounds and stories.
We would also like to thank Hartlebury Parish Council for their kind
grant to help us fund new handrails in the grounds. In the 17th century
the bishops didn’t feel the need for a secure handhold on the descent to
the Queen Elizabeth Walk, but we know some of our visitors will
appreciate one!
It was lovely to welcome Hazel and John to refresh the
plinth for their tree planted in 1993 to commemorate the
launch of Acorns Children's Hospice Worcestershire Support
Group. The tree is now flourishing and looks beautiful with
its autumnal colours. The new plinth was made by our forge
volunteer Tony.
If you’re a fan of Barbourne Cider, Hussingtree Gin
or Astley Vineyards wine, then you might be
interested to know that we’ve now added these
wonderful products to our shop! We’re working with
local businesses as we bring in new shop items
including new ranges of food and drink. If
you’re planning ahead for Christmas
presents, our gin gift packs or cider
brandy miniatures make the perfect
addition to a Christmas Hamper. Why not
pop in one day and have a browse?
Continued on Page 33 and 34
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Coming up at Hartlebury Castle:

Upon re-opening after lockdown, Visit Britain awarded
Hartlebury Castle their “We’re Good To Go” kite mark.
“We’re Good To Go” is the official UK mark to signal
that a tourism and hospitality business has worked
hard to follow Government and industry COVID-19
guidelines and has a process in place to maintain
cleanliness and aid social distancing. This means that
for all of our upcoming events, you can be assured
that careful planning has gone into making them safe and secure for
everybody attending, while ensuring that you still have a wonderful day
out. Many events will involve limited numbers to maintain social
distancing, so booking is essential where mentioned.
Wreath Making Workshop at Hartlebury Castle
Saturday 28th & Sunday 29th November, 10am
& 1.30pm
Come and see the festively decorated Great Hall
at Hartlebury Castle and join our Head Gardener
Jane Finch, as she teaches you to use fresh
greenery and add a touch of sparkle to create a
fantastically unique Christmas wreath. Jane will
take you through the steps to make this much
loved Christmas decoration, as you get creative
and enjoy mulled wine and mince pies. Everything
is provided and your creations are yours to keep!
£35 includes materials, mince pies & mulled wine/spiced apple
juice. Book online at www.hartleburycastle.com/events
Christmas at the Castle
Saturday 5th & Sunday 6th December,
11am—4pm
Come and join in the seasonal spirit at the
Castle which will be dressed especially for
Christmas. Listen to hand bell ringers playing
in the Great Hall at 12 and 2.30pm. Families
can pre-book a visit to see Father Christmas
in the Castle’s old kitchen. Mother Christmas
will also be making appearances over the
weekend. Follow the Christmas Elf Trail, buy
a fresh wreath made by the Castle’s
gardeners, get yourself a yummy pizza made
by Urban Village Pizza in the courtyard and
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warm up with a drink of mulled wine and a mince pies in the Saloon.
Pre-booked visits to see Father Christmas between 11am – 4pm
Social bubbles of 6 people only (including children).
Usual admission fees apply, plus £3.50 per child to see Santa
which includes a present. To book your Santa timeslot, please call
01299 250416. Payment will be taken over the phone.
Willow Weaving Workshops at the Castle
Visit Hartlebury Castle and meet the talented artist
Victoria Westaway who is a renowned willow
sculptor. Treat yourself or a loved one (or both of
you!) to this wonderful willow weaving workshop,
where Victoria will teach you the
basic skills and techniques used to
create a wonderful sculpture to
take home. Not only will you leave
at the end of the day with new
knowledge and skills, but also a
work of art to be decorated with fairy lights for your
home or garden. All materials and tools are provided.
To add to the festive spirit of the workshops, enjoy
complimentary mince pies and mulled wine or spiced
apple cider. To book, visit www.hartleburycastle.com/events
Weave a Reindeer: Saturday 12th December 10am - 4.30pm, £80
Weave a Christmas Star: Sunday 13th December 10am - 1pm, £40

Grounds Volunteers Needed!

All of the beautiful scenes around the grounds are thanks to our
grounds and garden volunteers doing amazing work, caring for, clearing
and maintaining our outdoor spaces. We are currently looking to
expand our team! As a grounds or garden volunteer, you can guarantee
a warm welcome from a friendly team and enjoy being out in the open
air. We’ve also got ensured Covid safety measures are in place. So if
you’re looking for something new to do, or love being green fingered,
please get in touch. For more information please visit our website or call
01299 250797.
For news and details about events & admission visit:

www.hartleburycastle.com

Follow us:

/Hartleburycpt
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/Hartleburycastle

Hartlebury WI
One of our regular emailed competitions had
the title “An Antique of the Future”. It was
interesting to note what our members thought
would be a future antiquity and perhaps of
value! A little lighthearted fun in these strange
and continuing times! What would you consider
an antique of the future?
I think that a passport will be an antique of the future as
electronic visa authorisation systems, cloud-based
passports, secure credentials on mobile phones, digital
identities and biometrics can all eliminate the need to carry
a physical passport or a paper-based visa. It is already
happening in many airports around the world!
FIRST PRIZE

This is my entry to An Antique of the future...This is my
Dyson 01 which I bought approximately 28 years ago. I use it
all the time, have worn out 2 sets of wheels, replaced the
handle which broke and have it serviced annually... it is a
masterpiece of design, a joy to use and has been my
reliable little helper .... I haven’t named it but it’s part of my
family and with all the best antique stories ...
I’m emotionally attached so won’t be selling it!!
SECOND PRIZE

My 70-80’s Tupperware rice steamer bought
by Mum so we could keep rice warm camping.
Never used for rice but great salad/mixing
bowl and colander. Still in use in our
motorhome. Not bad for 50 years.
THIRD PRIZE
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Well after almost 56 years of marriage my husband
decided I should be entered as the antique of the
future, but then decided that I was already an antique,
so I didn’t qualify!! Rotter!
Thinking what could be classed as an up and coming
antique would be my iPad, typewriters have already
been overtaken by computers.

An armillary sun dial bought for a special birthday
made by Black Country Metal Works in Oswestry.

Meet Ted, 50 years old and counting. Looks a little
miserable but do not hold that against him!

I feel manual toothbrushes are becoming an
extinct item as more people move towards
electric toothbrushes.

Lorraine Purcell
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TMS Carpentry, Joinery
and Building Maintenance
Est 1990

All types of Carpentry & Joinery
Fitted Wardrobes
Sash Windows Repaired or Replaced
External and internal Doors
Security locks
Painting and Decorating
Local Friendly and reliable service
For a free, no obligation quote contact Mark
Tel 01905 620567 mobile 07900 268075
Email: tmshouler@gmail.com

Jem Groves
Interior/exterior
Decorator

The Cottage, Low Hill,
Torton, Hartlebury,
Worcs DY10 4HT
Email:
office@catkinscattery.net
www.catkinscattery.net

high quality workmanship
carried out in a clean and
professional manner
free quotations

Purpose built
luxury boarding cattery
for special guests
Tel: 01299 250472

home 01562 637609
mobile 07980425813
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Vera’s November Quiz

After a meal, you leave a 10% tip for the waiter, and later tip £2 to the taxi
driver who takes you home. If the taxi cost exactly half as much as the meal,
and all you have left is £2 from a 20 note, how much was the meal?
----------For each answer rearrange the letters that make up the previous one, plus
one more.
Consume (3)
Detest
(4)
Centre
(5)
Warming device (6)
Take in air
(7)
-----What number should appear next in this sequence?
1 2 6 12 36 72 216 ?
-----Olga spent 19p on a lollipop, Daphne spent 42p on a chocolate bar, Mary
used her 56p on an assortment of sweets. How much did Marguerite have
to spend?
---- A dozen royals gathered around, entertained by two who clowned. Each
king there had servants ten, though none of them were common men. The
lowest servant sometimes might defeat the king in a fair fight. A weapon
stout, a priceless jewel, the beat of life, a farmer’s tool.
What are we talking about here?
Sternutation is the technical term for which involuntary human action?
What is the name for a fear of heights?
Can you change BUDE into YORK, one letter at a time?
Delete one letter from the word YOUNGSTER and rearrange the rest to get a
type of fish.
What was the colour of the outfit that the Queen wore for the wedding of
the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge?
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Edwin Harris & Sons
Funeral Directors
1 Crane Street, Kidderminster
Worcs DY11 6XT

Kidderminster : 01562 822625 / 823570
Bewdley & Stourport: 01299 829873
We are a well established independent
family run business covering all areas of
Worcestershire & the West Midlands.
Circa 1897. Advice always available.
Home visits arranged as required. Prepaid funeral plans are advanced as part of
our service.

Private Chapel of Rest
Customer Care Award Winners 2011
E-mail: contact us@edwinharris.co.uk
Visit our website: www.edwinharris.co.uk
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Hartlebury Gardening Club
A mixture of a long hot summer and much more time in the garden due to
lockdown, probably influenced the results of this year’s potato growing competition.
Last year Tony and Jill Smith were way ahead of everyone else and this year
they have done it again with an even bigger crop of potatoes. Well Done!
Many other members increased their yield but quite a few failed to grow
enough potatoes for even one meal. The results also hide some success’ and
failures: although I sit at 12th in the list, most of my potatoes were the size of
marbles with a couple of large ones. My husband, Pete is just above me with
a slightly larger weight but produced a bagful of well-shaped potatoes of
medium size.
Name
Tony & Jill Smith
Ian Purcell
John Davies
Davina Symonds
Lorraine Purcell
Dawn Bradley
David Bradley
Maureen Cooper
Janet & Steve
Bickerton
Jill & Roger Lowe
Pete Jewkes

Weight kg
3.594
2.153
2.000
1.765
1.720
1.614
1.578
1.559
1.432

Name
Weight kg
Sheila Bishop
0.818
Maggie Herbert
0.765
Barbara Courier
0.700
Charlie Smith
0.639
Tony Hardwick
0.605
Angela Chipp
0.600
Jenny Jones
0.570
Val Hardwick
0.569
Suzanne Pierport
0.465

1.389
1.307

John Jordan

0.409

Charlotte Baldock
Marion Inman
David Perks
Juliette Hurdle
Caz Smith
Peter Taylor
Victor Baldock
Robin Oakes
Carol & Mike Priest
Beryl Thomas
Jan Hurst
-

0.312
0.306
0.283
0.120
0.110

Pat Jewkes
1.281
Julie Alton
1.125
Ron Egginton
1.043
John Maughan
1.021
Barbara Oakes
0.985
Hilary Dixon
0.964
Jan & Richard Berry
0.964
David Parker
0.936
Gill Morris
0.907
Sarah Earle
0.899
Linda Hanson
0.879
Stuart Courier
0.875

Continued on Page 43
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Continued from Page 41

Well done to everyone who took part – for next year, the winners’ advice is
“Water every day and feed with tomato feed every week”
We hope you enjoyed it, whatever the result and look forward to more competitive gardening next year.
Coming next: A Gardening Quiz to keep those grey cells buzzing. We will
send it by email to those on Tony’s list but if that is not an option for you or
you need extra copies for friends, let Tony Hardwick or me know and we will
post it through your door.
There will be instructions for the deadline for answers and a prize will be
given to the person with the highest score.
Pat Jewkes

The Community Cafe
The Community cafe has been open since Sept 1st with strict adherence to
Covid 19 safety guidelines.
All the proceeds, at present, are being used to maintain our Parish Hall as we
will struggle to keep the hall afloat now our bookings are much reduced.
We sincerely hope the car park will be repaired and open to public again as
soon as possible.
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Hartlebury Common Local Group
In the countryside, we are nearly between the autumn ‘Season of mists and
mellow fruitfulness’ of John Keats and the ‘… springtime, the only pretty ring
time, when birds do sing, hey ding a-ding, a-ding …’ of William Shakespeare.
Poets rarely compose such beautiful pictures of the winter season – unless,
perhaps, when snow and frosts are involved!
I decided when I retired from work that I could get through the dark and cold
(and sometimes depressing) winter days by being as active as I could! Health
problems stopped the source of inspiration that I got from older friends with
whom I had started playing badminton, and even tennis, throughout each
winter. Yes, it is possible to have a variety of friendships and activities indoors
that can keep most people happy during the short, dark days of the year; but,
I’ve always realised that I was an ‘outdoor’ person - despite working in an
office for 30-odd years. So, a growing interest in the natural world has
brought great benefits to me.
But can you really enjoy the countryside in winter? Well a walk on a sunny,
even if cold, day on Hartlebury Common can be most uplifting: the colours of
the landscape can be amazing, the fresh air feels good and you pass other
folk, often with their dogs, in a cheery mood! Winter is the time, too, when
the views from the Common are at their best and sometimes clearest. Distant
well-known prominences like Clent, Malvern, and Clee might be seen as well
as the more local Trimpley, Stagborough and Abberley Hills: so from our
relatively lowly common there is a panorama to match many a high hillside!

View over Stourport from Hartlebury Common
– looking towards the (not visible) Clee Hills.

Continued on Page 46
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Winter wildlife watching or studying is possible too. It may not be the same
as seeing fully-clothed trees or plants in full flower, but bare tree trunks and
branches have a beauty of their own and many birds can be seen more easily
at these times. Look out as well for passing birds – flying overhead, perhaps
with no intention of staying. A growing interest in plant-life has shown me
that mosses and lichen are often easier to spot and appreciate as they
become a major part of the winter flora. Fascinating, too, is a groundbreaking ‘new’ book that I have discovered which allows the identification of
plants without needing to see their flowering parts – allowing all year round
botany! Anyway, I am looking forward to many enjoyable local countryside
visits before the spring – dressed warmly and keeping dry and safe, of course.
Great news! Inspiration has returned to the Common in the form of local
litter picking volunteers. Group members joined with ‘The Pick-up
Artists’ (please see their Facebook page) in tackling the litter accumulated this
year. This work is so beneficial for the Common and our community and has,
in the past, prompted the Council to put some further resources into clearing
the problem further.
Our talks and AGM are ‘on hold’ at the moment, but more good news for this
autumn is that regular conservation volunteering activities for our group have
resumed. Normally on one Thursday and one Sunday a month and, hopefully,
continuing through the winter. Members find this work most rewarding and
enjoyable (and is always conducted as a safe, supervised event). If you would
like to join in, or become a member of our group, please go to our website for
information.
hartleburycommon.org
(On the website is further information on the wildlife, together with many
great quality pictures taken by local photographers).
Michael Howard
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Footpaths Matter
First, thanks to Sandra and Geoff of Geo-caching fame! Their efforts have resulted in
16 visits to their sites last month. All cachers most likely from outside our Parish.
Excellent that they will all have had the opportunity to appreciate the beauty of our
Parish in the Autumn, which otherwise they would have missed!
I am not totally certain about Political Correctness, what is involved and how far it
should be taken, or even avoided or ignored. Even more I don't understand
"wokeness" or its implications. Neither am I sure I really wish to! The following in
italics is what I wrote last month and evidently it caused offence?
"Out to reap this harvest with bags and sticks I went. Oh no, completely stripped
bare. How is this? The answer is that if there is a field of spring onions nearby with
East European pickers, you don't stand a chance!"
In haste the above is what I actually wrote last month. What I could have said and
would with hindsight have preferred would have been something like: "Out to reap
this harvest with bags and sticks I went. Oh no, completely stripped bare, how is
this? When those hard working, knowledgeable agricultural workers from Eastern
Europe are picking spring onions in nearby fields, don't expect them not to recognise
the wealth of damsons, plums and blackberries that are growing nearby. The early
bird will catch the worm and of course they will help themselves to this abundance
from nature and woe betide late-comers like myself! Which East European Country
they are from I am not sure. One thing is for certain and that is that they weren't
from the UK!"
I wonder if I would cause offence referring to Western Europeans, or to Northerners
or to the North of England? South, East, West of England? Southern European?
Northern European? The last thing I want to do is to cause offence! However, I am
not sure whether it is me that needs to go on a wokeness awareness course or the
complainant to find something real to complain about, like the managing of the
Covid crisis? In any event, I would be thrilled to hear from our readership what you
think about this? Please do contact our editor if you don't want me to know who you
are, Ruth Whittaker or e mail me directly as below. I will be most interested to hear
from you and no matter what you say and I guarantee I won't take offence!
Finally, a reminder that the Book of Walks round Hartlebury is still for sale at the
Village Stores! £10.00 for 15 walks, all circular, or 30 if you then do them all in
reverse! Each walk has an OS map attached to it for ease of navigation as well as a
description. Thanks to Jag for stocking it and a reminder that all proceeds go to St.
Richard's Hospice.
John Denby. Footpath Warden.
01299 250429. Aquadeus@hotmail.com
To report footpath problems, as well as copying me in, please send to:.https://eservices.worrcestershire.gov.uk/onlinereporting/findlocation.aspx?faulttype=8
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Why No Parish Council Minutes in the Magazine?
As a distributor of the magazine to over 40 households I have been made
aware of readers’ concern about the lack of Parish Council minutes in the
magazine. This prompted me to check what has been happening and to
bring you up to date.
Firstly, some facts about the magazine.
The magazine is published by Hartlebury Parochial Church Council – the
body managing the Church of England activities in the Parish
The PCC appoints volunteers to run the magazine – Ruth Whittaker, Editor,
John Hellens (me) Advertising Manager, Val Hardwick, Distribution Manager
Although it is a church magazine it has always carried as much information
about general activities in the village as are supplied to it. It carries reports
from clubs, societies, schools and articles of interest, notices of upcoming
events and the minutes of the Hartlebury Parish Council. The current print
run is 560 copies.
Some may remember that I was editor for over ten years until my
retirement at the end of 2018. During that time I worked with a number of
Parish Clerks and between us we managed to publish the Hartlebury Parish
Council minutes on a monthly basis with virtually no interruption.
The Hartlebury Parish Council buys space in the magazine for publishing
minutes and other notices, averaging 4 pages per issue.
Hartlebury Parish Council Minutes
Up until this year the Hartlebury Parish Council met once a month.
Earlier this year the decision was made to have two separate meetings,
Parish Council & Planning and the new Finance Committee meeting.
The minutes are absent from the magazine but do appear on the Parish
Council website currently hosted by Worcestershire County Council.
However, it is easier to put into Google “Hartlebury Parish Council
Meetings” which should bring you to a page looking like this. You can then
click on 2020 and a list of minutes and agendas will appear. Click on the
document icon and they can all be downloaded as PDFs.
The latest minutes available on the website are for Parish Council &
Planning on 25th August and the Finance Committee meeting of 20th July.
Missing are Parish Council & Planning minutes of 6th October and Finance
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Committee minutes of 27th September and 12th October. I am told the
Council is allowed up to 30 days for publication of minutes.
So what has gone wrong?
I have checked the minutes that have been published by the Parish Council
and which of those have appeared in the magazine. The situation is that
Hartlebury Parish Council minutes have been published in the magazine up
until June. No minutes have been provided to the magazine for July,
August, or October.
Looking through the minutes there are the following references which
appear to be relevant to the current lack of publication in the magazine.
7th July

Cllr. Ingham agreed to contact the Editor of the Magazine and
suggest a meeting between herself and the parish council.

25th August Cllr. Ingham is trying to make contact with the editor
6th October Agenda Item - To receive an update from Cllr Ingham following
a meeting with the editor
Unfortunately, the minutes do not indicate what Cllr. Ingham wishes to
discuss with the Editor. I have contacted the Parish Clerk, Lesley Cleaver
but have not been given a clear statement of what objective Cllr. Ingham
has for this meeting. However, the Parish Clerk did confirm that Cllr.
Ingham has ruled that no minutes were to be submitted to the Parish
Magazine until this meeting takes place which is why the minutes have not
appeared in the magazine.
Attending Council Meetings
For those who want to go further and attend Council meetings, these are
being held virtually through Zoom. You will need the meeting identity and
password in order to attend. These can be requested from Cllr Sheridan
Tranter by emailing him on s.l.tranter.hpc@gmail.com or call him on
telephone number 07813 623458 he will provide you with the relevant
details. There are, however. no future dates of meetings currently on the
website.
Conclusion
It appears that the Hartlebury Parish Council led by Councillor Tony Ingham
Continued overleaf on Page 52.
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Continued from Page 51.

have some sort of issue with the magazine. I am sure all readers of the
magazine will hope that this matter is resolved swiftly so that the village may
once again receive information regarding local matters of concern in a more
convenient form than accessing the minutes through the website.
John Hellens

Update on Article

“Why no Parish Council Minutes in the Magazine”
I sent a copy of the article to the Parish Clerk so that the facts could be
checked. This is the reply I received.
“I spoke to our Chair Tim Ingham quite late last evening, and he's
asked that I send you for your information
:-

our minutes from 7th July 2020 agenda item 12.

:-

our minutes from 25th August 2020 agenda item 9

concerns raised by members of the public :- April minutes in
the parish magazine haphazard format & 20th Aprils minutes in
the magazine in a bizarre fashion”
This puzzled me as I had read these minutes and no reference to
“bizarre” or “haphazard” appears. I asked the Parish Clerk who
informed me that these were comments made in the correspondence
to the Council which is why they are not part of the minutes of the
meeting.
This set me off on a quest to find this correspondence to see what was
said. (They are not easy to find!) There were two that seem to fit.
28th June
“A member of the public - no meetings open to villagers so rely on the
P Mag. April mins in P Mag haphazard format. HPC website no longer
possible, the PC is denying residents of informed decisions, strong
objection. Understand no mins to be put in the p Mag. When will we
return to V Hall. If no reply to be sent to all to get sorted. “
24th May
“A member of the public- 20th Aprils mins published in the magazine
bizarre fashion and should be published earlier. Why questions from
members of the public are not included. The My Parish website,
agenda etc should be published under Parish and should be Council,
Paragraph about Hartlebury outdated. Lengthsman have we
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contacted.”
These messages do not suggest that minutes should be withheld from
the Magazine . Indeed, it is not clear that they are a criticism of the
magazine at all. They would seem to indicate a technical problem . In
my time as editor I worked with the Parish Clerk to solve any
presentational issues. Never was it necessary for the Chair of the
Council to be involved much less for minutes to be withheld from
magazine readers.. I would gladly offer any assistance to the Parish
Clerk to ensure that the minutes are well presented.
Complaints Relating to the Magazine

I looked further into the correspondence list. There are 12 separate
instances of parishioners asking why the minutes are missing from the
magazine. I do not know what answer was given to these people as
replies are confidential.
It would seem the main concern of those contacting the Council about
the magazine is the lack of minutes. I suggested to the Parish Clerk
that if the minutes for the meeting on 6th October where to be submitted
to the magazine I would withdraw my article. Unfortunately. Cllr.
Ingham still insists that the minutes will not be submitted to the
magazine.

Conclusion
I had hoped to find a reason for the withholding of the minutes from the
Hartlebury Parish Magazine. Nothing I have found would satisfactorily
explain why the Village is being deprived of its primary source of
information about the activities of the Parish Council.
I therefore call on Cllr. Ingham to put in writing his reason for the ban
on the minutes so that we have a point to start from in solving this
problem.
If you have thoughts on this subject you can write to the Hartlebury
Parish Council via the Parish Clerk email hartlebury.clerk@gmail.com
or call Lesley Cleaver on 07790 542340
Or you can write direct to Cllr.. Ingham t.ingham.hpc@gmail.com or
call him on 07713 644461
A full list of Councillors with email addresses and numbers is available
on the Parish Council website should you wish to make your thoughts
known to others of our representatives.
John Hellens
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This space
now available
Call John Hellens
on
01299 251657
for details
(92mm by 60 mm)

Claire Tooley
Booking Secretary
07923 544838

www.hartleburyparishhall.co.uk
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Village Index 2020

Those numbers without a dialling prefix are Hartlebury numbers,
if you dial from outside, please begin with 01299
Church
Parish Rector
Rev. Stephen Winter
07773 760899
Church Warden
Mrs Carolyn Gumbley
251148
Magazine Editor
Mrs Ruth Whittaker
ruth.w@live.co.uk
Magazine Advertising
Mr John Hellens
251657
Magazine Distribution
Mrs Val Hardwick
250937
Choir Leader
Mrs Chris Webb
250452
Tower Captain
Mr John Webb
250452
Organist
Mrs Mary Mayo
250871
7 Parishes Office Administrator
Mr Nick Wright
01905 622464
Youth
Hartlebury C of E Primary School
Mrs Claire Grand
250312
Cambian New Elizabethan School
250258
Parent & Toddlers
Greenwoods Children Centre 01527 861063
Cubs & Scouts, St Michael’s Stourport Mr Mark Gould
879918
Guides
Mrs G Sutherland
01562 631452
Venues
County Museum Hartlebury Castle
250416
Village Hall Chairman
Mr Ray Kirby
250995
Village Hall Booking Sec.
Jasmine Tooley
07923544838
Clubs & Societies
Gardening Club Chair
Mr Tony Hardwick
250937
W I President
Mrs Marion Inman
250175
History Society Sec.
Mrs Carol Priest
253525
Cutnall Green Young Farmers
Miss Lorna Pritchard
07903 580716
Hartlebury Art Group
Mrs Diane Maughan
250821
Hartlebury Poetry Group
Mrs Diane Maughan
250821
Friends of Bishops Wood
Mr John Rhyme
250513 Ext. 221
Representatives
Member of Parliament
Mr Nigel Huddlestone
02072 195814
Worcestershire County Council
Cllr Peter Tomlinson
01905 621670
Wychavon District Council
Mr Stephen Bateman
07432 227735
Parish Council Chair
Tim Ingram
Parish Council Clerk
Lesley Cleaver (Acting)
Parish Paths Warden
Mr John Denby
250429
Useful Numbers
Local Bus Timetables
08712 002233 Rail Enquiries
08457 484950
Citizen Advice Bureau
01562 823953 Local Police
01905 725760
Bromsgrove Mobile Library
01527 575855 Tourist Information
404740
Worcester Regulatory Services 01905 822799 wrsenquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk
Environment Agency
0800 80 70 60 enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
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THE PARISH HALL HARTLEBURY
Hartlebury Parish Hall—Weekly Hall Bookings

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Friday

Bookings for November 2020
Sunday
1st
Monday
2nd
Sunday
8th
Sunday
15th
Monday
16th
Sunday
22nd
Sunday
29th
Monday
30th

Lottie
Yoga YT

10.00am–11.00am
6.00pm–7.00pm

Community Café

10:00am–12noon

Craft Group

10.00am–12noon

Yoga KB

10.00am–11.00am

Yoga KB

10:00am–11:00am

Portman Dance

Armoury Action Air
Drama Group
Craft Fair
Craft Fair
Drama Group
Armoury Action Air
Craft Fair
Drama Group

7.30pm–9:30pm

12noon–9.00pm
7.30pm–10.00pm
10.00am–5.00pm
10.00am–5.00pm
7.30pm–10.00pm
12noon–9.00pm
10.00am–5.00pm
7.30pm–10.00pm

Did you know....you can hire Hartlebury Parish Hall from £30 for a 3hr children’s party?
Contact Jasmine on 07923 544838 and leave a message or email:
bookings@hartleburyparishhall.co.uk or queries about bookings
and availability.
Go to www.hartleburyparishhall.co.uk (with online calendar to check
availability and to book online) for further information.
Did you also know....you can hire Hartlebury Parish Hall from £85* from 6pm11:45pm including bar for an adult party? *Sundays to Thursdays - Fridays and Saturdays from
£105. We also cater for large group parties or wedding receptions.
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