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A Thank You Message
During the afternoon of Easter Day, I began to feel unwell. It all began with a
splitting headache and was followed by shortness of breath, coughing that
left a nasty taste in the mouth and a high temperature.
I will never be a part of the official statistics of the Covid 19 virus because I
was never actually tested. At one point someone was going to come out to
the house so that I could be swabbed but it never happened. The NHS is at
such full stretch at the moment that even though my isolation meant that a
busy doctor (my wife, of course) had to be isolated with me in a different
part of the house, no one was ever available to come out to see us.
Thankfully I was never very ill. I was isolated in my younger daughter's room
(she is now in Leicester) and spent the next week there. It is a pleasant space
with its own shower room and so apart from meals I could be pretty selfsufficient. After a couple of days, I was feeling much better although I never
had my energy and did lots of reading and also listened to a number of
podcasts on my tablet when the broadband connection allowed me to do so.
I would like to thank everyone for their kind messages and their prayers.
There have been so many that I thought it best to send out a general
message to you all. I hope that you don't mind.
I long for the time when we will all be able to meet again. We must never
forget the feeling that we will enjoy on our first gatherings in church after all
this is over. Inevitably the time will come when we will take things for
granted again but if we can hold onto the memories of these times and our
thankfulness when all is over then these times will continue to bless us for
years to come.
With my gratitude for all your support and my prayers for you all,
Stephen
Rev Stephen Winter
Rector of the Worcestershire Severn Parishes
07773 760899

2

THE CHURCH IS SHUT – NOT CLOSED!
It was with sadness that those of us who regularly meet together in Church learned
that we could not leave the church open, even for private prayer and reflection during
this most difficult time of the Coronavirus pandemic. This was a decision made
formally by the two Archbishops about all the churches in the country and supported
by the Bishops of this Diocese. Weddings and baptisms have also had to be
re-arranged.
But that does not mean that the church is closed – it does not mean we haven’t been
able to worship as Stephen Winter, our Rector, has been able to hold ‘virtual’ services
through Zoom. As I write this on Palm Sunday, we have worshipped on three Sundays
at 10am, and held Morning Prayer each weekday at 10am. Our numbers have varied,
but the Sunday services have ‘attracted’ a congregation of about 50 across the seven
parishes of the Benefice, and the number is growing.
It doesn’t matter that we don’t have, or necessarily know, the words of the service –
but it is good that we can greet each other. We can even decide whether or not we
want to join by video …
So, do please join us if you can – Zoom is easy to download – and it is free!
There are also other opportunities to worship – and lots of other information – on the
Diocese of Worcester website which you might want to explore.
The Annual General Meeting – known as the Annual Parochial Church Council and
open to anyone who wishes to attend – has also had to be postponed. These
meetings usually have to be held by the end of April but will not now take place until
the autumn. Please look out for the new date which will be published in the
magazine.
If you don’t already receive the weekly ‘The Message’ email from Stephen, and would
like to, please email parishes7@btinternet.com. This includes the readings for
Sunday, with a ‘thought’ from Stephen, and details of other events in the parishes
and beyond.

As there are no rotas for services in this magazine, listed below are the
readings for the Sundays in May:
May 3
May 10
May 17
May 24
May 31

Third after Easter Acts 2.42-47; 1 Peter 2.19-25; John 10.1-10
Fourth after Easter Acts 7.55-60; 1 Peter 2.2-10; John 14.1-14
Fifth after Easter Acts 17.22-31; 1 Peter 3.13-22; John 14.15-21
Sunday after
Acts 1.6-14; 1 Peter 4.12-14;5.6-11; John 17.1-11
Ascension Day
Pentecost
Acts 2.1-21; 1 Corinthians 12.3-13; John 20.19-23
Carolyn Gumbley
Churchwarden
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No entries in April

THE SEVEN PARISHES OFFICE

Administrator : Mr Nick Wright

Tel 01905 622464 (please leave a message)
or 07968 531216 (in emergencies only) .
Email: parishes7@btinternet.com
Web:

post: The Seven Parishes Office
c/o The Old Post Office
Cutnall Green
DROITWICH
WR9 0PW

www.7parishes.co.uk

ST JAMES CHURCH
If you wish to book a wedding or a baptism please contact the Seven
Parishes Office.
If you have any queries about your wedding or baptism or wish to speak
to a member of our church, you may contact:
Chris Webb, wedding and baptism co-ordinator on 01299 250452 or
Carolyn Gumbley, churchwarden on 01299 251148
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TO ENCOURAGE YOU TO SHOP LOCALLY AND SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES,
BOTH NOW AND LATER ON, WHEN THINGS RETURN TO “NORMAL”
Bells Farm Shop are setting up a call and collect service :
We have got the Phone and Collect service up and running now and I am
hoping to have a simple Click and Collect website up and running for the end
of the week but in the meantime if they have trouble getting through to the
shop we could maybe plan an e-mail system for a few days if anyone is
urgently in need of fresh food. We have fresh fruit and veg, fresh meat cut by
a butcher, fresh bread and milk as well as cakes, biscuits, ice cream, sweets,
beer, wine and cider – to make the days go quicker! We take the order over
the phone, then we make it up and ring back with the price so that the
customer can pay over the phone and then they drive up to the side door of
the shop – beep their horn and open their boot and we put it in the boot so
we have no contact with them. We have got lots of people shopping for
others so we can do multiple receipts to make it easier. We can’t do deliveries
at the moment as we don’t have the capability but I am hoping your
community group would be able to co-ordinate and deliver to people who
really can’t get out and I am happy to speak with anyone who wants to
co-ordinate this so we can best work out how to do it.
Please contact Vicki Colwill on 01299 251364.
Bannuttree Farm Shop
at Cutnall Green are carrying out deliveries of fresh local produce.
Please call 07887 397757.
I was able to place an order for two sacks of wild bird food and it was
delivered that very day, together with a small order of fresh fruit and
vegetables. I paid over the phone on a credit card.
With my usual supermarket offering all delivery slots as “unavailable” for the
next three months this was fantastic service and will save me hours of sitting
at my computer and hoping that the supermarket’s promise to “open more
delivery slots daily” will coincide with my next attempt to place an order.
When this is all over, I shall remember the cheery good humour with which I
was treated by both the shop and Richard, who delivers, and shall continue to
shop there regularly, instead of just when I wanted a “top up”. I shall support
the hard-working local people who keep things running rain or shine and shall
choose them over the huge stores with much more buying power.
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I know it is shops like these who themselves support local growers in what
is a hugely competitive business, and I know how hard they have to work
in order to do so.
And, talking of local growers, Bannuttree raise their own plants and have
told me that they will have young plants available for sale shortly. While I
am very sorry for the Garden Centres who we saw on television having to
bin huge quantities of imported plants for compost, rather than be able to
offer them for sale for Mother’s Day and Easter, I recognise that there is
room for both.
I realise more than ever how lucky I am to live in the country and also how
much we all depend on one another – and that includes friends and
neighbours.
Caroline Boughton-Thomas

And a note about others….
Checketts of Ombersley are carrying out a delivery and non-contact
collection service.
Please call 01905 620284
And Broomfields Farm Shop are still offering a wonderful choice to those
lucky enough to live near enough to go there.
Robert Darby delivers our milk most faithfully.
And of course Lord Morton’s Tea Room at Cutnall Green are giving their
customers great service too, as are Wendy & Jag at the Post Office.
With many thanks to all the above.
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The Worcestershire Severn Parishes
The Benefice of Elmley Lovett with Hampton Lovett
and Elmbridge with Rushock and Hartlebury and
Ombersley with Doverdale
PARISH OF HARTLEBURY
St James’ Hartlebury
St Mary’s Bishop’s Wood

NOTICE REGARDING FACULTY APPLICATION
POPPY CABINET

Hartlebury PCC has applied for a Faculty (permission) from the Chancellor of
the Diocese to erect a cabinet in St James Church to display the three ceramic
poppies purchased by the WI, Gardening Club and History Society.

The formal Notice has already been publicised from 13 to 23 March 2020
(prior to the ‘lockdown’). We are now required to publicise this Notice
electronically for a further 11 days
from today.

For further details please contact Mark Carter, the Secretary to the Diocesan
Advisory Committee, by email MCarter@cofe-worcester.org.uk
by 17 April 2020.

Stephen Winter – Rector
Carolyn Gumbley – Churchwarden
7 April 2020
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HARTLEBURY PCC - 2019/20
Rector
Churchwarden

Stephen Winter
Carolyn Gumbley
Vacancy

0773760899
251148

Churchwarden
Chris Webb
Emeritus &PCC Secretary

250452

Treasurer

251459

Beryl Thomas

Caroline Boughton-Thomas
Jeremy Broadway
Fiona Mason
Lynne Moseley
David Parker
Geoff Phillips
John Webb 250452
Lynne Moseley
Vacant

250207
251346
253070
250202
250297
250508

PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
VULNERABLE ADULTS ADVOCATE

250202

Answers to April’s Quiz
Bex, karate, 4 hours, St. Sylvester’s
Rex, bodybuilding, 8 hours, St. Saviour’s
Tex, woodcarving, 3 hours, St. Swithin’s
HIDE – BIDE – BIDS –BEDS –BEES – SEES – SEEK
Answer 56. add, going up in 2’s.
1+2=2 2+4=6 6+6=12 12+8= 20 20+10=30 30+12=42 42+14=56
Answer 21 1+1=2 1+2=3 2+3=5 3+5=8 5+8=13 8+13=21
A Christmas Carol

A Tale of Two Cities

David Copperfield

220 yards in an eighth of a mile
4320 minutes in three days
BREAD AND JAM
Vera
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News from Kidderminster Food Bank
Your Local Food Bank!
Readers will probably know of the Kidderminster Foodbank, housed in the
Baxter Church in the Bullring. It runs under the Trussell Trust’s national
umbrella and has been a busy and very much-used resource for some years.
It has a good team of hard-working volunteers who do sterling work,
collecting donations from supermarkets, churches, etc, sorting and dating the
items, and making up the many packs ready for people with vouchers to
come and collect.
The centre was usually open on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays and
people in need arrived having applied for a voucher from an agency like CAB,
the Jobcentre, Social Services or the Probation Service. It can be a sobering
and profound experience to see people from a variety of walks-of-life hitting
hard times and needing to use the foodbanks to get by.
Local people across Wyre Forest are very generous with donations and, here
in Hartlebury regulars at the Community Cafe, for example, have been great
at making donations consistently, helping to keep up that much-needed
supply.
In these COVID-19 times many more people are finding themselves in tough
financial straits, and demands on the Foodbank have increased. Because of
‘social distancing’ the clientele can no longer collect packs. Instead a team of
folks do deliveries to homes around the Wyre Forest.
This has happened when many of the Foodbank’s usual team of volunteers
had to go into self-imposed isolation; it is an unfortunate fact of life that
many of them are over 70 – albeit active, lively and energetic!

Sadly, this means the centre is now open on only Wednesdays and Fridays,
and the local Co-ordinator, Maureen, has had to send out the call for other
‘younger’ (!) volunteers to help out with picking-up from supermarkets, and
delivering to the homes of those needing food and essentials.
It’s been great to see folks coming forward – including from Hartlebury assisting with just a pick-up here, or a couple of deliveries there; it all really
helps.
Fortunately the generosity of the public during this crisis has been inspiring,
with those Foodbank ‘bins’ in the supermarkets filling up really quickly.
9

If you wish you can help by doing one of these:
donate items via the Foodbank ‘bin’ if you go out to do shopping;
make a financial donation, join others helping the Foodbank continue
to run;
offer to help, do a local supermarket pick-up; or do deliveries by car
from Baxter Church Centre out to addresses in Wyre Forest (on a
Wednesday or Friday)

You can learn more; contact Maureen on kiddyfb188@gmail.com
or visit: www.trusselltrust.org
or speak to Peter (H: 250808)
------------------------------------------------------------------------

10

Editor’s note:
There is no escaping that there is a pandemic in the world at the moment
and in this publication, there will be
differing stories of what is happening.
My niece, Lucy Selwyn, is an HDU Ward Sister at Gloucester Royal Infirmary
and I hope you’ll forgive my indulgence but, I want to share with you all,
something she wrote on Easter Saturday, when on her ward alone, they
had to face with 9 deaths. Lucy wrote this after her shift., ‘What would I
give’.
Her sadness is clear and her wider message is, for us to abide by the rules
and stay at home to keep safe and to save lives, but most importantly the
professionalism of her, and her colleagues, on our behalf.
Moreover, my message is to people in charge is to get the
logistics sorted out and get the PPE to all professionals in face-to-face
contact with the many people who are suffering.
May I add my thanks to all Key Workers with and beyond the NHS to whom
we owe a great debt, and please continue to sound our thanks through the
national applause each Thursday night at 8pm.
Ruth Whittaker (Extremely Proud Aunt)

The sounds of “Over the
Rainbow” was played by
Brendan Parsons.
(...and sung by some villagers in
thanks to the NHS and Key
workers on Thursday night)
The previous week, he played
the bagpipes… talent within our
ranks to keep spirits up and our
appreciation heard.
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Hartlebury WI has risen to the challenge of sewing
NHS scrub bags.
Over the last week or so the rallying cry was heard throughout the village
asking for volunteers to help making the bags for the staff at the local
Worcester Royal Hospital. This is because many doctors and nurses working on the front-line amid the COVID-19 pandemic are wearing scrubs that
they bring from home and transport back again for washing. Now they can
throw in their scrubs in the cloth bags and toss them straight into the laundry at home, so family members aren't exposed.
So far 100 plus bags have been made whether from pillowcases, duvet
covers, or spare material found in the cupboard. It is amazing what creative ideas have come from such a simple idea! More bags are under the
sewing needle at present! Once made the scrub bags are dropped into a
plastic box on the doorstep of our Secretary’s home, you ring her doorbell,
stand back and let her know that there is another bag for onward delivery
to the local hospital!

Lorraine Purcell
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MARK WILLIAMS FIPW &
LAUREN WILLIAMS MIPW
PROFESSIONAL WILLWRITERS
“40years legal experience as a Detective
Superintendent & now as a Professional
Willwriter, means you can definitely trust
Mark to write your Will”

Wills or Powers of Attorney from £95
Free Will Reviews, Probate Support,
Care Home Fee Avoidance,
& Big Savings on Funeral Plans

Instructions taken in the comfort
of your own home
T: 01299 251442 M: 07966
053887
E: mark@ambalegalservices.co.uk
W: ambalegalservices.co.uk
Trading Standards Institute
Approved
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Ombersley Family Dental Practice
Mrs Andy Wright B.D.S. (Edin)

A friendly private practice specialising in
preventive dental care for all the family in a happy
relaxed atmosphere
New patients welcome.
Cosmetic treatments including whitening
Sports gum-shields for all ages in various colours and designs
Same day emergency appointments
Large car park
Racks Lane, Ombersley, Nr Droitwich, Worcs. WR9 0EN
Tel: 01905 621881

www.ombersleyfamilydental.co.uk
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More from Hartlebury WI
The first three months of 2020 have been
devastating and challenging in the UK in so many
ways. Storms Brendan Ciara and Dennis, rain and
more rain with devastating floods to homes and
businesses and now the world pandemic COVID-19 is being thrown at us
from all directions whether personal, separated family lives, ruined
businesses, and the list goes on plus without crystal balls we have no idea
what will face us in the future.
As with life at present our WI meetings in April and May have been
cancelled with the June meeting in doubt. However, members are trying to
support each other with a monthly newsletter giving an insight into what
we are achieving in our everyday lives whether cleaning out cupboards,
catching up on odd jobs, gardening, volunteering with the NHS, or picking
up supplies and medication for members of the community. A WhatsApp
group has also been organised to keep us connected. The kindness and
effort we show each other now will help us through the very challenging
and fast changing times ahead. Thank you to all the NHS staff and
keyworkers who are all contributing so much in such an unprecedented
period.
Whilst you have time to spare why not dust off the baking tins and try a
recipe from the WI archives - that is if you have flour which like many basic
items is in short supply! The cake is a good keeper. It comes from an old
W.I. easy to make recipe book, with good-for-you dates and walnuts.
Date and Walnut Cake
You need:
• 110g (4oz) caster sugar
• 110g (4oz) unsalted butter,
softened
• 2 eggs
• 175g (6oz) self-raising flour
• Pinch of salt
• 2tbsp milk
• 75g (3oz) chopped dates
• 75g (3oz) halved walnuts

Cream together the butter and sugar,
until pale and fluffy. Gradually beat in
the eggs and the milk. The mixture may
look a bit curdled at first but keep going
– it will soon even out. Then sift over the
flour and salt. Stir gently to incorporate.
Stir in the dates and nuts, then spoon
the mixture into a buttered loaf or
square tin and bake at 160ºC, gas mark 3
until nicely browned and a skewer
comes out cleanly. Enjoy.

Lorraine Purcell
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News from Hartlebury Church of
England Primary School
We would like to wish everyone well during
these very strange, unprecedented times. We
hope you are all keeping
yourselves safe and looking after one another.
At Hartlebury Church of England Primary we have remained open, including
during the Easter break, to provide vital care for Key Workers children. Our
team are supporting these families, so that they can still go to work, caring
for our community, contributing to the health service and other essential
services. We have had between 5 and 12 children in each day and they have
been a delight! It is a worrying time for everyone, but they are handling the
situation with courage and determination and really are an inspiration to us
all!
We provide ‘fun’ activities for the children to do while they are with us in
school, such as; being creative making Easter wreathes, Easter cards, Art
classes using online masterclass resources, daily Joe Wicks Health and
Fitness, reading activities and exploring and playing on our fabulous field.
The teachers and teaching assistants are also providing home learning
activities for the children to do while they are ‘social distancing’ at home.
We have set up online resources for regular Maths and English lessons,
online reading tasks, topic projects such as researching and investigating
certain periods of history. We have also set tasks for the children to do with
their parents, such as; bake a cake, grow a plant, paint a picture and do
something to help someone at home! All great life skills!
We are all looking forward to a time when we can return to our Hartlebury
family and be amongst our friends once more.
Take care and stay safe!
Claire Grand
Acting Head of School
Hartlebury Church of England Primary
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In the time of pandemic
And the people stayed home.
And read books and listened, and rested and exercised,
and made art and played games,
and learned new ways of being and were still.
And listened more deeply.
Some meditated, some prayed, some danced.
Some met their shadows.
And the people began to think differently.
And the people healed.
And, in the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous, mindless and
heartless ways the earth began to heal.
And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again,
they grieved their losses, and made new choices,
and dreamed new images,
and created new ways to live and heal the earth fully,
as they had been healed.
Written by Kitty O’Meara
Hartlebury Poetry Group

Brendan Parsons playing to
celebrate our NHS Staff and
wider Key Workers…
He played ‘Highland
Cathedral’ to the delight of
his fellow
villagers .
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Hedgerow Ramblings
Dear Villagers,
In these rather testing times I have been wondering about which subject
to focus on to cheer people up a bit. My mind ranged between the
Tudors, the plague or cholera. What to choose?!
Whenever I’m troubled I turn to reading a book that’s particularly long
and engaging, so as to place myself, in imagination, in a very different
place or time, or both. I had read ‘Wolf Hall’ some years ago and enjoyed
the TV series in 2015. It was time to read it’s sequel, ‘Bring up the
Bodies’. Within it’s pages the reader is reminded of a disease prevalent
at the time, called ‘sweating sickness’. I was curious to know if the name
had changed to a more modern one. It seems not. Readers learn that
Thomas Cromwell’s wife and two young daughters were struck down
with this disease somewhere close to 1530. Within 24 hours they had
died; no-one had a cure, no one knew where it came from. It is said the
epidemics of this disease in Europe began in 1485 and petered out
around 1551. How intriguing.

This, of course, ran alongside breakouts of plague, which Henry VIII was
very anxious to avoid; moving his court away from London when
particularly nervous. As we have learnt from our current health crisis, a
privileged - even Royal - life does not provide immunity.
From the very earliest records about human existence, mankind has
co-existed with evolving bacteria/viruses to assail us. Often the smaller,
invisible force has won the fight; or at least put a serious spanner in the
works.
We have the great good fortune to live at a time of scientific
sophistication. We all assume, because we can, a vaccine will be found.
We, in the developed world, live in a time of plenty. We have enough
food, electricity, home comforts, transport and much technical wizardry
to enable us to commune with our families whilst apart/’locked-down’. A
very different story for our cousins in developing countries where little of
the above applies.
The Tudors were used to death in a way we are not. They also courted a
lot of superstition. A peculiar development came about during one of the
21

London plagues. People noticed where-ever cats were in abundance the
cases of plague were fewer. Instead of coming to the right conclusion that cats were killing the rats which hosted the fleas - they decided it was
the Devil’s work. Therefore cats became associated with Satan and were
slaughtered in vast numbers.
I would like to think we’ve all come a long way since then, but the recent
spate of communication masts being damaged by people who believe
masts spread COVID-19, makes me wonder. A parallel, up-to-date story of
damaging one of the things actually improving our lot; actions based on
fear and nonsense.
Well folks, if that hasn’t cheered you all up I don’t know what will! I
didn’t have time or space here for cholera… so you’re in luck ;-)
Keep your spirits up,
Hermione

Live & Local ‘Shindig’ news
Sadly we have to announce that the final two shows of the season
have fallen victim to COVID-19.
Live & Local had to cancel all the remaining shows across the Midlands,
so we had no choice.
We are really grateful to our loyal audiences and we hope you have
enjoyed the three top-quality shows we brought you – music and tales
in October, the children’s show in December and the fab band and
dancing on Valentine’s night in February.
We will, of course, be looking to meet up with the Live & Local team
as soon as they are back up and running , hopefully in the summer ,
to plan a new season of great entertainment for the good people
of Hartlebury.
We have all our fingers crossed!
So… look out for information about the next season’s shows here in the magazine, on the Parish Hall website, and in posters
around the parish.
Take care, stay safe
We look forward to seeing you at the next show.
Barry & Ruth; Cath & Peter
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Once again, Mike Tooley has kindly put some website links together to offer
some assistance to any enquiries we may have.

Coronavirus (COVID-19)
What information can we trust?
There is a lot of misinformation out there – people look at social media feeds
and see all sorts of stories. But it’s just a case of looking at where the story has
come from and whether it’s an accredited organisation. Look for information
from WHO or from your own individual country’s public bodies...
World Health Organization
Basic protective measures against the new coronavirus
Stay aware of the latest information on the COVID-19 outbreak, available on
the WHO website and through your national and local public health authority.
Most people who become infected experience mild illness and recover, but it
can be more severe for others. Take care of your health and protect others.

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice
-for-public
Mental health and psychosocial considerations during the COVID-19
outbreak
The considerations presented in this document have been developed by the
WHO Department of Mental Health and Substance Use as a series of messages that can be used in communications to support mental and psychosocial
well-being in different target groups during the outbreak.
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/mental-healthconsiderations.pdf
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NHS
Health information and advice
Advice for everyone
Advice for people at higher risk
Symptoms and what to do
Self-isolation if you or someone you live with has symptoms
More information
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

GOV.UK
Find out the number of cases and risk level in the UK, what to do if you have
symptoms, what the government is doing...
...virus
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-thepublic
...social distancing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-socialdistancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-foreveryone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
...mental health
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-thepublic-on-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-the-public-on-themental-health-and-wellbeing-aspects-of-coronavirus-covid-19
...domestic abuse
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-anddomestic-abuse
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Worcestershire County Council
Find out how to get help or offer help as we tackle coronavirus
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/coronavirus

Mental Health
Mind - Coronavirus and your wellbeing
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus/
coronavirus-and-your-wellbeing/
Mental Health - Looking after your mental health during Coronavirus
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/looking-after-yourmental-health-during-coronavirus-outbreak
Rethink - Managing your mental health during Coronavirus outbreak
https://www.rethink.org/news-and-stories/blogs/2020/03/managingyour-mental-health-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/
Mencap - Information about Coronavirus (Covid-19)
[note spaces: info about covid19 31st March]
https://www.mencap.org.uk/sites/default/files/2020-03/Info about
covid19 31st March.pdf
AnxietyUK – Corona Anxiety Support & Resources
https://www.anxietyuk.org.uk/coronanxiety-support-resources/
Insurancewith - Your Guide to Depression & Mental Health in the UK
https://www.insurancewith.com/medical-conditions/mental-healthtravel-insurance/depression-guide/
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2020
WILL BE SO DIFFERENT!
There will be no red envelopes on your doormat, to be carefully filled
and saved for a collector – or to be shovelled up with the junk mail,
according to how you feel about the week. There will be no foot soldiers
patrolling the streets, hoping to catch you at home with the filled
envelope waiting to be handed over with the annual exchange of
conversation. It has been a little different for the last two years as those
of us who really care about the work that Christian Aid spends your
money on struggle to find a better way forward in keeping up this annual
boost to the funds of this magnificent charity.
Christian Aid will be working on the ground to help prepare communities
to limit the impact of Covid-19. Please pray for us in this vital work, and
support us where you can by making an online donation.
Christian Aid supports the poorest of the world’s poor and their website
enables people to see short videos which show the conditions in which so
many people in poor countries live their daily lives – having to walk
several miles, for instance, to fetch water – whereas we simply turn on a
tap and the water (as much as we want of it!) just comes out. The saying
“the poor are always with us” is as true as it has ever been and these little
films illustrate not only how poor some overseas communities are but
how resourceful and resilient the people are and how grateful they are
for the help they receive.
So, if you use the Internet will you spend a little time visiting the website
of Christian Aid and respond to their request to make an on-line
donation and to read about what they can do with your money.
Thank you so much.
Caroline Boughton-Thomas
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Parish charity looking to make
hardship grant
The trustees of Samuel Manning’s charity are once more
looking to make a grant this year. They are inviting
residents of Hartlebury Parish who are facing hardship to apply.

Maybe you are a local person on low income facing a big or
an unexpected bill?
Maybe you are an elderly person having to meet a cost
you didn’t expect?
Perhaps you’re a young person starting a new job and
you need tools, clothing or equipment.
Or perhaps you’re going to college and fares or other
course costs are a problem.
Maybe you are having to meet the cost of getting to and from
hospital to visit a close relative, or to have treatment.
Maybe you’re a parent with limited means having to get
school uniform or equipment this summer for the next term.
... or maybe you know a neighbour, a friend or a relative
who would benefit from a small, grant of money to help
them through a hard time. If so, let them know.
Manning’s Charity will treat all applications with complete
confidentiality and welcomes applications which will help
someone who is in financial need and lives within the parish .
Make your case;
make your application as soon as possible (by 31st May).
The form is available from the Manning’s charity Clerk:
Brian Gale – 01562 228247
brian.galez@tiscali.co.uk
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Footpaths Matter May 2020
Well, what a lot can change in the course of just a month!! We are so lucky to
have our footpaths in Hartlebury and the surrounding area, what a fantastic
resource! At the moment the footpaths lead us to areas covered in blue bells,
wild garlic and blossom. The blossom, stunning one day and gone the next,
but replaced with the next wonder. My wisteria is looking as if it is going to be
stupendous this year, by the time this magazine is published hopefully it will
be out in all it's glory!
Being out and about during my "hour" of exercise each day, I am amazed at
how many people I come across similarly exercising! From my house I also see
them coming down the lane, walking, cycling, jogging and on horses. Whole
families on bikes, mother, father, children and babies, some with baby bikes
attached. I can't help wondering whether this is normal family exercise for
them or whether this isolation is encouraging more family expeditions? I
loved the elderly couple who walked past one day, she ahead of him by some
ten yards! I wonder what he had said to offend her or what was she trying to
prove? Then there was the young couple with an Ordnance Survey map, (it
was actually from my book of walks!) who walked along the track past my
house and then spent an unconscionable time consulting the map, perhaps
ten minutes. They had turned left, but then went in completely the other
direction. I am sure it was not my description that was wrong but likely the
realisation of just how far they had really got to walk! If you are not used to
walking, then how far is five miles in reality and how long will it take?
Now for some housekeeping, so to speak! Last month I announced The Pound
the Bounds Walk, scheduled for Saturday, June 6th. This month I have to say
that it is best that it is cancelled. My Morris dancing friends have put
everything on hold. If circumstances change then perhaps it will be possible
to re-instate it in some form. We may have a better idea this time next
month. Spare a thought though for Simon, the landlord of the White Hart. He
must be having a worrying time. It will take a great deal of effort and expense
from all of us to get all our favourite pubs up and running again when the lock
down is eventually relaxed!
Next, I saw Sandra and Geoff, on foot! I didn't recognise them at first as they
were not in their pony and trap! They said they had discontinued the
Geocaching for the duration. I didn't realize this was possible, but apparently
it is, they have put a note on the web site advising not to visit. In any event,
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this will have removed any possibility that Cachers will be accused of being
intrusive and so can't be blamed for anything!
Now thanks to Susie Puckett, one of my most reliable and regular spies!
She reported a rock fall on the path that runs along the River Severn from
Lincomb Lock. Not just one rock fall when I investigate, but three! The
heavy rain we experienced has brought whole cliff faces down in places
together with trees and sandstone. It must have been spectacular. One
was much worse than the others, see photo! Walkers have managed to
circumvent this, but with great difficulty. I have reported this to County.

They will probably put a notice up to close the path, but how they will be
able to clear a path I have no idea as I would imagine it will be impossible
to get a JCB anywhere near! Does anyone know how to use a pick and
shovel these days? I wonder what
a risk assessment for them would look like. This path is one where there is
a vast blanket of wild garlic in flower and a quite overpowering fragrance,
well worth the effort and rewarding if you don't mind some limbo dancing!

Continued on Page 30
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Continued from Page 29

One would have thought that the closing of fast food takeaways would have
resulted in less litter?? Well, it certainly has NOT resulted in less fly tipping
and aluminium cans still proliferate! In the Sunday Times last week Jeremy
Clarkson made the point that you never see empty
champagne or wine bottles discarded, or anything that had once
contained olives, chicken liver pate or Green and Black's dark chocolate!
Having said that I have not come across the complete discarded packaging
from a meal of fish and chips for four just left by the road as I sometimes do.
It is usually distributed along 100 yards of road, ejected as the car
progresses and as consumed! Unfinished cans of drink are even more
annoying as they are heavy to pick with my litter pick stick and have to be
emptied before being put in the bin liner.
The good news is that our footpaths are being used and appreciated! Does
anyone else wonder when they see tractors ploughing and drilling what crop
they are preparing for? Wouldn't it be nice if there was a little sign that said
what that was? Just a thought. Enjoy the calm!
John Denby. Footpath Warden.
01299 250429. aquadeus@hotmail.com
To report footpath problems, as well as copying me in, please send to:.
https://e-services.worrcestershire.gov.uk/onlinereporting/
findlocation.aspx?faulttype=8

31

Live & Local ‘Shindig’ news
Sadly we have to announce that the final two shows of the
season have fallen victim to COVID-19.
Live & Local had to cancel all the remaining shows across
the Midlands, so we had no choice.
We are really grateful to our loyal audiences and we hope
you have enjoyed the three top-quality shows we brought
you – music and tales in October, the children’s show in December and the fab band and dancing on Valentine’s night in
February.
We will, of course, be looking to meet up with the Live & Local team as soon as they are back up and running – hopefully in the summer - to plan a new season of great entertainment for the good people of Hartlebury.
We have all our fingers crossed!

So… look out for information about the next season’s shows
here in the magazine,
on the Parish Hall website,
and
in posters around the parish.
Take care, stay safe
We look forward to seeing you at the next show.
Barry & Ruth
Cath & Peter
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As we all get used to a rather different way of life following government
instructions to "stay at home" it's important to find things to do to
occupy our time. There are only so many cupboards you can clear out,
before it either gets boring, or you become absorbed by the items you find.
Things that you had forgotten all about, and that take you back to an earlier
moment in time - history, of course!
So with some spare time on my hands I have been looking at some of the
articles collected by Hartlebury History Society.
You may be interested to know that a 17th century cottage, previously
located in Norchard, right here in Hartlebury is now in Virginia, USA.
Norchard Cottage was a typical timber framed farmhouse of the 17th
century.
The oldest portion of the house, consisting of the kitchen and kitchen
chamber, was constructed in the 1630's. When the first recorded owner,
John Smith, died in 1671, he left the house to his son-in-law Edward
Woodhouse.
Edward Woodhouse was a farmer of some standing and a Governor of the
Queen Elizabeth Grammar School in Hartlebury (now the Cambrian School).
When he died the house was passed to his son, also named Edward.

Later Norchard Cottage was divided up and became accommodation for farm
workers. It continued to be used for that purpose until the 20th century
when the Cottage unfortunately became derelict.
In 1973 a lecturer from Stourbridge College of Art, named George Elliott
bought the cottage for £250 when he heard that the Council were planning
to demolish it. His purchase was conditional on him moving it from the site
as soon as possible.
Mr Elliott dismantled the house stone by stone, beam by beam,
preserving and labelling each piece and storing the beams in a
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nearby barn. During the dismantling of Norchard Cottage in 1974,
a "hand of playing cards" and a gold coin of Charles I were found in
the fireplace. In addition many Georgian coins and lead token
money were found under the floor, and a copper coin of 1692 was
located at the entrance to the cross-wing.
Most of the tiles, the sandstone and bricks were stored at the
Avoncroft Museum of Buildings.
Later everything was transported to Staunton in the State of Virginia,
USA, where the house was re-erected at the Commonwealth of Virginia,
Frontier Culture Museum. The Frontier Culture Museum of Virginia
works to tell the story of early immigrants and their American
descendants.
The house arrived at the Frontier Culture Museum in 1992, and was
reconstructed as the Museum's 1600's English Farm. A dedication
ceremony took place in May 1993.
Here is a link to the Museum - https://www.frontiermuseum.org/
You can also find more information about Norchard Cottage and the
Woodhouse family on our own website. Do take a look. We are at
https://www.hartleburyhistory.org.uk/
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TMS Carpentry, Joinery
and Building Maintenance
Est 1990

All types of Carpentry & Joinery
Fitted Wardrobes
Sash Windows Repaired or Replaced
External and internal Doors
Security locks
Painting and Decorating
Local Friendly and reliable service
For a free, no obligation quote contact Mark
Tel 01905 620374 mobile 07900 268075
Email: tmsholder@gmail.com

Jem Groves
Interior/exterior
Decorator

The Cottage, Low Hill,
Torton, Hartlebury,
Worcs DY10 4HT
Email:
office@catkinscattery.net
www.catkinscattery.net

high quality workmanship
carried out in a clean and
professional manner
free quotations

Purpose built
luxury boarding cattery
for special guests
Tel: 01299 250472

home 01562 637609
mobile 07980425813
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WORCESTERSHIRE COMMUNITY RAIL
PARTNERSHIP (WCRP)
WORKING WITH COMMUNITIES TO ENHANCE THEIR STATIONS
WHO ARE WE?
The Worcestershire Community Rail Partnership has been established to enable
local communities to work with the three Train Operating Companies to improve
the 18 stations within the County. Current partners are the Cotswold Line Promotion Group, Cross Country Trains, Great Western Railway, West Midlands Trains,
West Midlands Rail Executive, Worcestershire County Council, the Stourbridge Line
User Group, and the Bromsgrove And Redditch Rail User Partnership.
WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF THE COMMUNITY RAIL PARTNERSHIP?
Engages with communities to improve station facilities and encourage support
for rail use
Encourages Station Adoption Groups to enhance station environments and
build local pride in the facilities
Improves station accessibility through sustainable travel plans
Supports links between the stations and local businesses
IS ANYTHING HAPPENING AT HARTLEBURY?
Currently, Hartlebury station does not have an adoption group. Setting up one is
relatively easy if a local community organisation is able to take the lead. Doing so
unlocks grants from West Midlands Railway and from the Community Rail Network
(https://communityrail.org.uk/) to enable volunteers to enhance the station environment. Typical volunteer led projects at other stations have included gardening,
art work, and improved signage and often have involved schools and community
groups working together. Peter Chapman, the Partnership Officer, would be delighted to do a presentation to interested parties once the coronavirus restrictions
have been lifted.
TO FIND OUT MORE…
… visit the WCRP web site at wcrp.org.uk To be added to the CRP mailing list contact Peter Chapman, the Partnership Officer, at peterchapman@wcrp.org.uk
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Edwin Harris & Sons
Funeral Directors
1 Crane Street, Kidderminster
Worcs DY11 6XT

Kidderminster : 01562 822625 / 823570
Bewdley & Stourport: 01299 829873
We are a well established independent
family run business covering all areas of
Worcestershire & the West Midlands.
Circa 1897. Advice always available.
Home visits arranged as required. Prepaid funeral plans are advanced as part of
our service.

Private Chapel of Rest
Customer Care Award Winners 2011
E-mail: contact us@edwinharris.co.uk
Visit our website: www.edwinharris.co.uk
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Vera’s Quiz for May

Simple Simon, the Berlin based Superspy, received this innocent looking
telegram from Control, apparently about two holiday makers. He immediately
went out and bought an airline ticket. Why? Where to? What was the coded
message Simple deciphered from this message?
Terry and Kath expect to have eight nights in Germany. Help them find
lodgings in good hotels. They talk of returning on Monday evening.
E4 06 R3 C9 L5 I8 P1
What letter/number combination is missing?
What do the following in common?
Duke Ellington, The New Testament, A car park, The game of scrabble,
A crocodile
NOWRY NOODLE
Use all 11 letters of the phrase above to spell one word only
Find three hidden words in the sentence that, read in order, go together in
some way.
DELIVERIES TO THAT NEWS STAND ARE FORBIDDEN – IS THAT CLEAR NOW?
Solve the anagram RATTIER NUN to find the name of a celebrity. Do you know
his/her name?
If Georgia spent £2.26 on Gumdrops, Christine spent £1.64 on chocolate and
Fiona 86p on fudge; how much did Theresa spend on toffees?
Which number is the odd one out? 34102 76304 46138 85255 59177
Which is the largest bear?
Can you go from INK…… to PEN changing one letter at a time?
What A Levels did Prince Harry pass while at Eton College?
What is Ben Hur’s first name?
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Hartlebury Common Local Group
A butterfly expedition to Bolivia by some of our group members last autumn
sounded exciting and exotic. I was quite eager to learn of its success,
especially as, after they had arrived, the television news showed widespread
political protests in Bolivia’s major cities. The country's President Morales
needed to seek refuge in Mexico! This April, to be presented by local farmer
and lepidopterist, Mike Southall, our group's talk was to be about Bolivia's
moths and butterflies. Obviously ‘not to be’ at the moment (like so many
myriad of events across the country and worldwide), we will, hopefully, pick
up where we left off in the not too distant future.
As pubs and restaurants were beginning to close in mid-March, we thought
that the conservation work parties and litter-picking events on Hartlebury
Common might be able to continue. However, the Coronavirus Lock-down
tightened and all activity there has had to stop. The Common is still available
for personal exercise and dog-walking, of course, whilst keeping within the
guidelines and personal distancing rules. I know that some of our more local
members are doing this and keeping an eye on the wildlife at the same time.
My preference is to be in the countryside at the quietest times, anyway! So
some ‘inspiration’ came from a well-known politician (remaining nameless, of
course) who said that he'd started to get up at 5.45 am for an hour long walk
in the countryside. So I tried it! As I opened the car door, I was greeted by
the loud sound of a greater spotted woodpecker on a nearby oak tree! A
little later, thinking I could see a dog's legs beneath some gorse branches, I
prepared to swerve away from the owner, but instead saw that it was a fox
which quickly moved away. Yes, the orange sunrise, the songbirds’ dawn
chorus and even the cover of white crystals from a cold early morning frost
make our local countryside and especially Hartlebury Common an uplifting
(and healthy) experience.
(Please note that up to the end of June, all of our indoor meetings and events
on the Common are cancelled or postponed. Later events planned for the
summer are, of course, dependent on the circumstances and restrictions
applicable at that time. In the meantime, there is a lot of information on our
website at www.hartleburycommon.org.
We hope that everyone keeps safe and has the best of health at this difficult
time.)
40

41

News and Updates from
While we’re unable to open Hartlebury Castle, the grounds continue to bloom
with signs of spring, offering beautiful colours and serenity in these difficult
times. Our staff are now working from home and can still be contacted by email
or leaving an answerphone message on 01299 250797.
While visitors can’t come to us, we're working on ways to provide you with
heritage at home and are sharing fun facts and stunning pictures. Our website
now has an activities page with activity sheets for both children and adults to
help provide a bit of entertainment and mindfulness while we’re all at home. In
lieu of telling you about our upcoming events (though we’re busy planning
these for when we re-open) we thought we’d share a few with you here.

Find the Missing Bishop of Worcester One of the below surnames is
not in the wordsearch grid. Can you discover which one it is?
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•CANTILUPE • CASH • FLEETWOOD • GOODRICH • GORE
• HOUGH • INGE • JOHNSON • MEDICI • MORLEY • OSWALD
• PEPYS • PEROWNE • PRIDEAUX • WAKEFIELD • WULFSTAN
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Colouring in—Tranquil Hedgehogs

The below drawing by one of our staff was inspired by the
beautiful flowers appearing in the grounds at the moment,
including the beautiful Winston Churchill which has come
into bloom since lockdown began.
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Colouring in—St George and the Dragon

We know it’s a little late, but we still wanted to acknowledge the day.

Guardians Scheme & Café Vouchers
Give yourself or a loved one something to look forward to with our new
Guardian ticket and café vouchers available to buy online. As a Guardian,
receive 12 months entry to the Castle alongside other great benefits. Café
vouchers include Afternoon Tea and Sunday Lunch.
To find more and see our activities page visit:

www.hartleburycastle.com

Follow us:

/Hartleburycpt
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/Hartleburycastle

Need help with your advert?
Contact John Hellens on 01299 251657

Need help with your article for the magazine?
Contact Ruth Whittaker on 0744 694 2239
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Hartlebury Gardening Club
Dear All,
In these difficult times I hope you are enjoying the sunny weather and
spending time in your garden. Over the last few weeks I have seen a gradual
progression from Snowdrops to Daffodils to Tulips and now to Dandelions.
I have hordes of honey bees and huge bumble bees buzzing past to get to the
flowers on the Rosemary bush outside the kitchen window. At least four
types of butterfly have fluttered by and the birds are singing from dawn and
emptying the feeders at a terrific rate. Our bird table, set up in the new year,
had not tempted anyone for months except one brave robin but yesterday a
group of five jackdaws sized up the low-roofed house on top, tried various
methods of flying in to land and finally one of them successfully landed and
hoovered up seed, mealworms and fatball. One of the others tried to land
again and again without success and they left for easier pickings elsewhere.
Have you entered the potato growing competition this year, if not contact
either Tony Hardwick or myself and a potato and instructions will be posted
through your letterbox as Tony does his daily walk. The potatoes we are
growing this year are Sarpo Shona, a new all rounder to the disease resistant
Sarpo family, it is claimed to be very productive and has a good taste. My
rather puny looking potato is now planted in last year’s bucket and with the
help of Mr Muck and my regular encouraging talks, I will expect it to grow
strong and multiply.
Last week I sowed some purple sprouting and red brussels sprouts seeds with
a best before 2017. The next day they were pushing through the soil and
now are about 3 cms high. Every seed must have come up – I sowed the
whole packet as I expected some to fail.
Full of enthusiasm from watching Gardeners’ World last week, I decided to
plant my potatoes in rows with mounds of soil in between like Adam!
Pat Jewkes
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This space
now available
Call John Hellens
on
01299 251657
for details
(92mm by 60 mm)

Claire Tooley
Booking Secretary
07923 544838

www.hartleburyparishhall.co.uk
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Village Index 2020

Those numbers without a dialling prefix are Hartlebury numbers, if you
dial outside, please begin with 01299
Church
Parish Rector
Rev. Stephen Winter
07773 760899
Church Warden
Mrs Carolyn Gumbley
251148
Magazine Editor
Mrs Ruth Whittaker
ruth.w@live.co.uk
Magazine Advertising
Mr John Hellens
251657
Magazine Distribution
Mrs Val Hardwick
250937
Choir Leader
Mrs Chris Webb
250452
Tower Captain
Mr John Webb
250452
Organist
Mrs Mary Mayo
250871
7 Parishes Office Administrator
Mr Nick Wright
01905 622464
Youth
Hartlebury C of E Primary School
Mrs Claire Grand
250312
Cambian New Elizabethan School
250258
Parent & Toddlers
Greenwoods Children Centre 01527 861063
Cubs & Scouts, St Michael’s Stourport Mr Mark Gould
879918
Guides
Mrs G Sutherland
01562 631452
Venues
County Museum Hartlebury Castle
250416
Village Hall Chairman
Mr Ray Kirby
250995
Village Hall Booking Sec.
Margaret Hidson
07923 544838
Clubs & Societies
Gardening Club Chair
Mr Tony Hardwick
250937
W I President
Mrs Marion Inman
250175
History Society Sec.
Mrs Carol Priest
253525
Cutnall Green Young Farmers
Miss Lorna Pritchard
07903 580716
Hartlebury Art Group
Mrs Diane Maughan
250821
Hartlebury Poetry Group
Mrs Diane Maughan
250821
Friends of Bishops Wood
Mr John Rhyme
250513 Ext. 221
Representatives
Member of Parliament
Mr Nigel Huddlestone
02072 195814
Worcestershire County Council
Cllr Peter Tomlinson
01905 621670
Wychavon District Council
Mr Stephen Bateman
07432 227735
Parish Council Chair
Not notified
Parish Council Clerk
Not notified
Parish Paths Warden
Mr John Denby
250429
Useful Numbers
Local Bus Timetables
08712 002233 Rail Enquiries
08457 484950
Citizen Advice Bureau
01562 823953 Local Police
01905 725760
Bromsgrove Mobile Library
01527 575855 Tourist Information
404740
Worcester Regulatory Services 01905 822799 wrsenquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk
Environment Agency
0800 80 70 60 enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
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THE PARISH HALL HARTLEBURY
For Future reference—Did you know....you can hire
The Hartlebury Parish Hall from £37 for a 3hr
children’s party? Or £75* from 6-11.45pm inc. Bar
(adults)?
Contact Margaret on 07923 544838 or email at:
bookings@hartleburyparishhall.co.uk

Hartlebury Parish Hall
As you’re all probably aware, the Hall is currently closed
due to the Coronavirus outbreak.
We apologise to all the groups who use our Hall
regularly, and those who book for parties and other
events for the inconvenience and disappointment, but
I’m sure you all recognise the necessity for this to keep
you all safe.
In the meantime, if you want to make enquiries
regarding bookings after we return to normal please
contact Margaret Higson on 07923 544838 or 01299
253043 or email on
bookings@hartleburyparishhall.co.uk.
As soon as we can open our doors again and welcome
you all back, we’ll put a notice on the website.
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