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The Rector’s Thoughts
Here we are in February and we are in lockdown once again. Things feel a little
different from our first experience of this restraint upon our freedom, don't you
think? In March of last year, we had lots of energy for dealing with all the practical
challenges that a way of life none of us had ever experienced before were throwing at
us. We were determined to maintain as much ordinary life as we possibly could. There
was even a feeling that this was a bit of an adventure.
Tremendous efforts were made to make sure that vulnerable people were being
looked after, that those who we felt were making a special effort on behalf of the rest
of us were being given special support, especially those in the National Health Service,
that as much as we could we would support our schools and we were determined to
keep as much of our church life going as we could, making use of technologies that
few of us had even heard of just a few days before it all began.
And I think that in large measure we succeeded. Of course, we were aided by one of
the loveliest springs that any of us can remember. And we even had a few months in
which we were able to return to something like normality.
And then the second wave hit us and this time it was the middle of winter and all the
time we were hearing news about people we knew and cared about who were
seriously ill and who were dying. And we were weary.

One thing was giving us new hope and that was the news that a vaccination
programme was going to begin at so it has. How proud we can be that our National
Health Service is delivering the vaccine more effectively, more speedily and to more
people than any other health service in the world. I know from personal experience
that one of the reasons for this is because its staff are pushing themselves to the limit
of their strength running daily vaccination clinics over and above their normal duties
and they were demanding in and of themselves.
I feel so immensely proud of what has been achieved. Often it has been said that our
country is in decline, but I think that what we are witnessing even now is that there
are still great reserves of moral strength and public virtue in our country and this is
not only the old country that we grew up in but many who have only been in our
country for a relatively short time who are displaying these qualities. We are watching
a new country that is being built upon the foundation of what the old country stood
upon, the foundation of servant leadership that is perhaps our country's greatest
quality, a foundation built by centuries of Christian faith and service. This foundation
still runs through our Health Service, in Education, in the services provided by Local
Government, in the many voluntary services that add so much to our national life and
in many local businesses as well. This foundation remains strong. We have much to be
thankful for.
The Rev’d Stephen Winter
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FROM THE CHURCHWARDENS
SUPPORTING CHARITIES
The PCC has long had a policy of allocating 10% of the money it receives from
collections and other giving to support charities. This is split equally between
an International Charity, a National Charity and a local charity. We try to
commit to supporting each charity for three years and then review them. Our
International Charity this year is UNICEF, the National Charity is the Church
Urban Fund and locally we are again supporting Riding for the Disabled.
SERVICES
Although we are still unable to worship together in church, our Sunday
pattern of ‘Zoom’ services continues. Around fifty households from across
the seven parishes in the benefice join together at 11am except for the
second Sunday in the month when we have a Family Friendly Informal
Service at 10am.
Information about the services, including how to access via Zoom, is
published each week in ‘The Message’, the weekly newsletter which is sent
out from the Benefice office. If you don’t currently receive this, and would
like to, please send an email to Nick Wright, the Benefice Administrator at
parishes7@btinternet.com.
The PCC has decided that the time of our ‘Sunday First’ service – on the first
Sunday of each month – will change to 10am when we can worship in church
again. We hope that this slightly later time will make it easier for families
with children to join us. This all-age service will be led by Richard Berry and
Julie Humphries, but we hope to involve others too.
Morning Prayer, at 9.15am on weekdays, continues via Zoom - we remember
daily those who have asked for prayer, those who have died and their families
and, in particular, those who are lonely and isolated.
Carolyn Gumbley and James Homer
Please read on Page 8 about our Lent Courses

3

No entries this month

THE SEVEN PARISHES OFFICE

Administrator : Mr Nick Wright

Tel 01905 622464 (please leave a message)
or 07968 531216 (in emergencies only) .
Email: parishes7@btinternet.com
Web:

post: The Seven Parishes Office
c/o The Old Post Office
Cutnall Green
DROITWICH
WR9 0PW

www.7parishes.co.uk

ST JAMES CHURCH
If you wish to book a wedding or a baptism please contact the Seven
Parishes Office.
If you have any queries about your wedding or baptism or wish to speak
to a member of our church, you may contact:
Chris Webb, wedding and baptism co-ordinator on 01299 250452 or
Carolyn Gumbley, churchwarden on 01299 251148
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Over the next four pages,
we will remember three members of
our much loved Hartlebury Community.
May they Rest in Peace

DEREK STOCKER
Derek and Pauline came to Hartlebury about 30 yr ago, intending to stay only a
short time before they found somewhere to retire to! But they soon became
involved in the life of the village – the church, serving as churchwarden for
many years; Parish Council, including 3 years as chairman; membership of the
History and Gardening Societies, and of course making many friends.
Derek was always supportive and helpful in whatever we did in the church –
coffee mornings, fayres and large fund raising events. He always made anyone
who came to church or our events very welcome.
When Pauline died several years ago, Derek continued to live in Hartlebury,
enjoying the Tuesday Community Café at the Parish Hall. In late 2020 he
moved to a new apartment in Ampthill, Beds where he would be near to his
family. Unfortunately he did not have time to really enjoy it as he died on 21
January 2021 age 90.
Chris Webb
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MARGARET UNDERHILL
Margaret will be fondly remembered by us all at St. James' Church
Hartlebury. She and husband Mike have been members of the church for
many years, and everyone would describe her as a kind, good-natured lady,
always willing to help. I had an opportunity to get to know Margaret a little
better when she became a volunteer storyteller for Open the Book, which
began in Hartlebury in 2009, after our Blue-Sky Day Working Group looked at
how we might make a difference in our community. Margaret bravely
overcame her nervousness of speaking – and even acting- in public, as we,
together with other volunteers and some of the children in Hartlebury
Primary School presented bible stories in school assembly on Wednesday
mornings. She continued to do so for almost ten years, and was usually
accompanied by Mike, who was our chief scenery and props maker and
repairer.
Margaret was a very generous person, and gave of her time willingly, both in
helping in church, and volunteering at a hospice, and helping others. I do not
think that I ever heard her say an unkind word about anyone, and she will be
greatly missed by us all.
Margaret passed away in hospital on the 19th of January, after being admitted
at Christmastime.
Lynne Moseley
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Jennifer Mary Stuart (1935 – 2021)
Jennifer will be remembered by so many of us as a faithful member of the
congregation at St James and a one-time Editor of the Parish Magazine. We
owed her so much and, while it was a deprivation to be unable to attend her
funeral at Stourbridge Crematorium in person, we are grateful that a live
streaming of the service was made available to us and enabled us to be there
in spirit, alongside many members of her family.
Jennifer was taught to sew by her mother, Olive Lloyd, when she was
noticeably young, later went to boarding school and then to college to study
design, dressmaking, and millinery. She and Ian Stuart were married in 1956
and, after their children, Peter and Annabel were born she pursued a highly
successful career in teaching and as a lecturer for the Women’s Institute,
which she joined in 1956. She went on to write two books, appeared on the
radio in Woman’s Hour and on television demonstrating the art of creative
leisure. The interior of their house in Pedmore featured in Housewife
Magazine in 1966.
Jennifer designed and made ecclesiastical works, including altar frontals, the
kneelers for Birmingham Cathedral, copes, and mitres for Bishop Philip and
more. In her spare time, she made wedding and bridesmaids dresses for the
daughters of friends – and wonderful hats.
In 1976 Ian and Jennifer came to live in Old Forge Gardens in Hartlebury and
one of the first things they did for the local community was to organise a
continuous reading of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. This was an
enormous undertaking, involving many people from inside and outside the
congregation and raised money for the church. It took place day and night for
more than three days and was a profound experience for those taking part.
Her next big project was to organise and supervise the creation of the
Millennium kneelers which we use at St. James. They were all photographed
and recorded and, again, many people took part. It was Jennifer who
organised the wonderful Flower Festival at St James’ for the Queen’s Jubilee
in 2012. She had a real skill for gathering support and uniting the church and
wider communities.
After Ian died, Jennifer married Bill Tweddell, the brother of her oldest friend.
The wedding was at Harvington and the choir of St James were invited to sing,
which was a great privilege since it was a Catholic ceremony.
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Jennifer was a strong supporter of the Gardening Club and it was on her way
to attend the Annual Show that Jennifer fell and broke her hip in 2017. This
led to a new phase in her life at Brook Court in Kidderminster, where she was
happy and very well looked after as her dementia progressed. Ian had been a
great lover of golf and Brook Court, coincidentally, overlooked the Golf Club.
This somehow seemed fitting and we were reminded of a favourite saying of
Jennifer’s from an earlier stage of her life: “if golf clubs can go on holiday, so
can a sewing machine.”
This reminds me of another saying of hers – advice which I try to remember
but don’t always act upon! It was given when she had succeeded me as
Editor of the magazine: “remember, Caro, less is more”. I wish there was
space here to write much, much more in appreciation of Jennifer. Her grandson Stuart, of whom she was very proud, gave a moving tribute at her funeral
service and those who knew her will long remember her and all she
contributed to village life. While writing this appreciation, I have been
reminded – as if I needed any reminder – of how much we all miss her.
So, thank you Jennifer, for all you gave to our community.
Caroline Boughton Thomas
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LENT COURSES
There is a long tradition in the Church that the forty days in Lent, in particular,
are an opportunity to set time aside each day to focus on our individual and
collective relationship with God. There are many prepared Lent courses
available (search Google!) but in our parishes our Rector, Stephen Winter, is
offering two Lent Groups by Zoom - one that will meet on Wednesday
evenings at 7pm, the other on Thursday at lunchtime. He says ‘You might
want to have a simple meal at the time of the group that you are going to
attend and to set aside a sum of money for a charity.’ This year, we will be
focussing on the Psalms.
The first meeting of the Wednesday group will be on 24 February at 7 pm. The
first meeting of the Thursday group will be on 25 February at 12.30 pm.
Information about these groups will be in ‘The Message’ – if you would like to
join us please contact parishes7@btinternet.com and Nick Wright, the
Benefice Administrator, will send you the details.

Congratulations to Shirley & Geoff Mann

March 4th will see parishioners Shirley & Geoff Mann celebrating their
diamond wedding anniversary. Their marriage took place at St James Church
and they have spent the majority of their married lives together living in
Hartlebury, where they raised their four children. They have enjoyed and
contributed to village life through the church and The Royal British Legion,
making numerous friends.
Their family & friends would like to congratulate them on this very special
occasion and look forward to celebrating together when they are able.
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A SHORT STATEMENT FROM
THE PARISH HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
(A longer statement can be accessed on our Hall Website in PDF format)
On January 19th the Hall was approached by Wychavon who had identified
the Hall as a possible Covid testing centre. Our committee sent back
confirmation concerning its availability. We were informed the car park
would need to be open for use.
We took the decision to try to comply with Wychavon on the basis we
would be providing the community with a valuable service. The type of
testing would almost certainly be ‘lateral flow’, rolled out in other parts of
Worcestershire due to the presence of the new variant.
The car park is owned by the Parish Council who closed it on September 7th
having committed to repairing the potholes.
On January 28th the council voted 5 – 3 to keep the car park closed,
adhering to the claim it invalidated their insurance to open it.
The Council circulated a Statement on January 29th asserting they are liaising
with the Castle to establish a Covid testing centre at this alternative venue.
To date we have no information on whether this is going ahead.
Some parishioners have expressed strong views about not wanting a testing
centre, others have expressed disappointment that we may miss this
opportunity.
The Hall management committee are stewards of the Hall, wanting the best
outcome for the 3,500 residents of the Parish. We remain unsure of any
plan to repair and re-open the car park, despite it being important for our
future scheduling, once the hall can safely return to regular bookings.
We do not know whether Wychavon are still interested in the use of the
Hall, this remains a possibility, but only with an open car park.
The Council were issued an enforcement notice from Wychavon Council on
January 29th. They have two months to repair and open the car park to allow
the visitors and users of the Hall to re-gain access.
We would hope for a swift end to this regrettable situation and a return to
open and accountable co-operation between the Hall and the Council.
It is a challenge running our Hall efficiently for our community, especially in
these days of enforced closure. It is possible we may lose this valuable
village asset if it is not fully supported. Let us not forget the Hall has run well
since 1953. We want to see it weather the current storm and flourish for a
few more decades yet.
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Mental Health and the Pandemic Casualties
For many of us, we are Carers for others in our families. Often, this is done
without monetary support and is done through love and kindness and thus
can take its toll. Amongst other things I oversee the care of my mother nearly
88 years old.
This current crisis forged by the Covid-19 virus, lockdowns, much political
indecision and now with new variants increasing fear and anxiety for the
vaccines which are currently being introduced, mental health is becoming a
tragic consequence of the situation.

As a nation, we are not used to our liberties being denied us and our
freedoms curtailed and so we find lockdowns and social restrictions painful,
but for some, its deadly.
My eldest son is a Mental Health Social Worker working for the NHS in
Lancaster and South Ribble and he is seeing first-hand, daily how this
pandemic is affecting those who were already suffering with poor mental
health, poverty, domestic, social, sexual preferences with LGBT, racial and
sexual abuse and how the loneliness and isolation frustrations steer many
into further misuse of drugs and alcohol resulting in many being hospitalised
through sectioning. He also witnesses how the toll of greater workload and
enormous pressures of the patients’ illnesses is taking upon his work
colleagues and himself. These NHS workers, everywhere, need our support,
love, and kindness too, for they are suffering whilst they work. In some
hospitals, its still like a war zone crisis. The hours they put in the strength they
must muster to keep going, whilst we sit at home and watch TV. And I thank
God that you do!
During this pandemic, I have lost two dear long-standing friends, both
incredibly suddenly and unexpected through undiagnosed cancers (was this
related to the Covid taking up all the initial time during the first lockdown, we
will never know but one wonders?), one friend’s daughter committing suicide
with her 13-year-old daughter finding her (was this due to the horrendous
isolation of mental health sufferers, we cannot be sure?), and a much-loved
aunt, again through cancer and a cousin, just months after his mother. Five
people whom I held dear but none due to Covid itself. The mental and
emotional anguish this causes can be terrible and is often far reaching to
wider family and friends.
Two of my children have Bipolar, which is a mental health condition that
affects moods, swinging from one extreme to another… years ago, it was
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called Manic Depression. My mother has it too. Children being brought up
by a parent with a mental health condition often themselves end with
mental health conditions and the cycle continues. Nowadays there is
greater support and understanding of people with mental health
conditions, but stigma still exists. On top of this, my father was undiagnosed
with Asperger’s and often described as ‘eccentric’. I have six children with
five being identified as being on the Autistic Spectrum and six grandchildren
all of whom are classed as Autistic plus more second-generation family
children are under this spectrum. There are many other families with which
the complexity of poor mental health affects not just the family and people
up and down the country are suffering silently whilst this pandemic rages
around us.
So, when I say, mental health and pandemic casualties, these are the areas I
am thinking of, the workers (NHS, police, firefighters, teachers, those in the
food chain, the postal services, shop keepers etc) who continue to strive to
be the best professionals they are on our behalf, the individuals who are
suffering under normal circumstances and how this pandemic has made it
worse for them and those families already being stretched by lack of
money, poor housing, losing jobs and incomes, and those families who have
the added strain of poor mental health issues and those with adults and
children of a wide ranging spread of disabilities, those who are sick and
lonely…. And it goes on.
For my family, decisions have been made to support each other in that gift
of love and acts of kindness to ensure that at least, in this family, hopefully
poor mental health will not win in the hard battle of life to survive. Thus,
another casualty of this pandemic means that I need to look after the
mental health of my family and for this reason alone, I will be standing
down as Editor and we will be relocating to the North West of England to be
closer to my son. We, being, with my family here plus my eldest daughter
and her three children.
I wish to thank John Hellens for his advice and guidance during my tenure as
Assistant Editor and Editor, for all the contributors to the magazine for
which I have thoroughly loved producing and editing for the past three
years especially Caro, Cath and John Denby whose articles I have often
adored and laughed out loud over, and without exception the support of
the Church and the Rev’d Stephen Winter. I have appreciated being a part
of this beautiful community and trust that in the future, the magazine and
the village will go from strength to strength.
Ruth Whittaker
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News from Hartlebury Church of England Primary School
Our value this month is ‘Compassion’
‘If your compassion does not include yourself, it is incomplete’

Buddha.

This lockdown has been difficult and challenging for many of our families
and our message to our school community is ‘be kind to yourselves’; YOU
ARE DOING AN AMAZING JOB! The demands of home schooling, whilst trying to work, look after family members and stay safe are enormous. But the
evidence we have in school, from all your communications, is that learning
is continuing, and continuing well. So please go easy on yourselves and on
your own expectations: we understand and think you are fabulous! WELL
DONE and look after yourselves.
Children's Mental Health Week 1st February - 7th February 2021
During the week commencing 1st February until 7th February, we all took a
breath! We focused on all our well-being and mental health this week and
took part in Place2Be’s Children’s Mental Health Week. This year’s theme
was Express Yourself.
Place2Be created activities and resources to help children (and adults)
explore different ways they could share their thoughts, feelings, and ideas.
Our Home Learning and Key Worker lessons included activities promoting
well being and there were lots of resources on the Place2Be website for
children to use at home too.
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On Friday 5th February, all children, at home and in school, were invited
to 'Dress to Express'. They chose their favourite colours, hairstyles, sports
kits, fancy dress, party clothes...whatever they wanted to ‘express’ themselves. We celebrated everyone, their creative and expression during our
online sessions. We now have a Facebook page, as well as our website,
where lots of our photos are displayed. If you would like to access any of
the resources please go to:
The Place2Be website : https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/
A message from Place2Be's patron, HRH The Duchess of Cambridge, is also
found here: https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/news/theduchess-of-cambridge-sends-message-to-mark-children-s-mental-healthweek/
If you have any questions about how you can support your child's wellbeing,
please do get in touch and we can signpost you to support that is available
for primary aged pupils and their parents.
Returning to School… not before 8th March
We are very keen to get all our wonderful children back to school! The place
is not the same without them. But, now, Lockdown is much safer and the
right thing to do. We now know that the date to return to school will not be
before MONDAY 8th MARCH and may be later. We await the Governments
guidance on this and will keep you informed of any plans.
We are now taking registrations for September 2021 for children who want
pre-school places! Our registration for Reception places in September has
closed with the local authority, so if you are looking for a place please call
us asap and we can help you with your application.
As always we extend an extremely warm welcome to anyone who would
like to visit our school; you really will all be very welcome- just contact the
office and we’ll do the rest!
Claire Grand
Acting Head of School
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The Tap House Hartlebury
Pub Restaurant & Brewery

Take Away Food & Drinks
Friday & Saturday 12-7.30pm

Sunday 12-3pm

Free Delivery to Hartlebury Residents
Tel 01299 253275
See our full menu at
www.thetaphousehartlebury.co.uk/restaurant-menu

Tap House Burgers all Served With a Side of Chips

£8.00 to £9.50

* Southern Fried Chicken Burger * Black & Blue Burger
* The Classic Burger * Texan Pulled Pork Burger * The Moroccan Burger
* Halloumi Burger (Vegetarian)

Tap House Classic Dishes Served with a Side of Chips £8.00 to £9.50
* Pulled Pork Chicken
* Mexicana Cheesy Chicken * Hawaiian Chicken
* 10oz Gammon Steak Melt
* Large Cod & Chips (Free Mushy Peas)
* Scampi & Chips
* Beef Lasagne & Chips
* Vegetable Lasagne & Chips (Vegetarian)

Children’s Meal Served With Chips All £3.50
Chicken Nuggets, Sausage, Fish Fingers or Scampi
Sides
Chips £2.00 Onion Rings £2.00
Dessert
Home Made Triple Chocolate Brownie £2.00

add Cream or Custard Extra 0.50p

Baguettes Served With Salad & Chips
* Classic BLT
* Chicken & Bacon

* Sausage & Onion
* Cheese & Onion

£4.95 to £5.95
* Steak & Onion
* BBQ Pulled Pork

Jackets Potatoes Served With a Salad Garnish

£4.95 to £5.95

* Cheese & Onion
* Tuna Melt * Cheese & Beans
* Chili & Mexicana Cheese
* Pulled Pork * BBQ Pulled Pork

TRADITIONAL SUNDAY LUNCH,
Roast Beef/Roast Pork/Roast Turkey/Nut Roast £7.50
Served with Roast Potatoes, Seasonal Vegetables Home Made Gravy.
Sides, - Cauliflower Cheese £2.50,Garlic Potatoes £2.50… …..

CALL 01299 253275 to Place All Food and Drink Orders
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Hartlebury Church of England Primary School
Has its very own thriving pre-school, based within its Early Years Unit

•

We offer places for children the academic year before they start
Reception, in a teacher led Early Years Unit
• If your child is due to start Reception in September 2021 they can have
up to 30hours in our unit
• We offer excellent staff/children ratios of approximately 1:7
• We offer amazing indoor and outdoor facilities; with great outdoor
learning opportunities
• We offer complete wrap around care from 7.30am-6.00pm, supported
by familiar staff for our youngest children from the Early Years Unit
We offer a nurturing village school environment, at the centre of the village
community.
But don’t take our word for it; come and visit! You will always be very
welcome and we’re sure you will leave thinking this is a great learning
environment! We do!
To arrange a visit or request an information pack please contact our school
office on 01299 250312 or email office@hartlebury.worcs.sch.uk. Our
website also has lots of information about our fabulous school.
Claire Grand
Acting Head of School
Hartlebury Church of England Primary School
Rectory Lane, Hartlebury
Worcs DY11 7TD
Tel: 01299 50312
Email: office@hartlebury.worcs.sch.uk
www.hartlebury.worcs.sch.uk
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GOOD ADVICE
from Robert Louis Stevenson – from a 1994 magazine
REPEATED IN MARCH 2021 ISSUE TO HELP WITH LOCKDOWN
It was called “PUT YOUR MIND TO IT” and is so appropriate for today
1. Make up your mind to be happy. Learn to find pleasure in simple things.
2. Make the best of your circumstances. No one has everything and every. one has something of sorrow intermingled with the gladness of life.
The trick is to make the laughter outweigh the tears,
3. Don't take yourself too seriously. Don't think that somehow you should
be protected from misfortunes that befall others.
4. You can't please everybody. Don't let criticism worry you.
5. Don't let your neighbour set your standards. Be yourself.
6. Do things you enjoy doing. But stay out of debt.
7. Don't borrow trouble. Imaginary things are harder to bear than the actual
ones.
8. Since hate poisons the soul, do not cherish enmities nor grudges.
Avoid people who make you unhappy.
9. Have many interests. If you can't travel, read about new places.

10. Don't hold post-mortems. Don't spend your life brooding over sorrows
and mistakes. Don't be one who never gets over things.
11. Do what you can for those less fortunate than yourself.
12. Keep busy at something. A very busy person never has time to be
unhappy.
(Contributed by Bystander)
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February Answers to Vera’s Quiz

The syllables in the gifts equal those in the girls’ names.
Claire = pearls, Daphne = jigsaws, Bernadette = dressing
gown,
Annabella = sewing machine.
--------RAIN – SAIN – SHIN – SHIP – SHOP – SHOW – SNOW
---------Jane – Judy –Jacqueline – Mary – Doreen
---------RED
---------Take the next letters in the alphabet to those shown, leaving
the vowels as they are. “Many hands make light work”
--------Answer 156. In each row across, the 1st no. is multiplied by
the 3rd. no. which equals the 2nd.
---------Banknotes
---------Filth – anagram of lift plus the ‘h’ of hospital.
---------Sixth
---------Elizabeth
----------
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Ombersley Family Dental Practice
Mrs Andy Wright B.D.S. (Edin)

A friendly private practice specialising in
preventive dental care for all the family in a happy
relaxed atmosphere
Andy is now joined by Dr Duncan Powell
New patients welcome
Cosmetic treatments including whitening
Orthodontic treatments using Invisalign or FastBraces systems
Sports gum-shields for all ages in various colours and designs
Same day emergency appointments
Large car park
Racks Lane, Ombersley, Nr Droitwich, Worcs. WR9 0EN
Tel: 01905 621881

www.ombersleyfamilydental.co.uk
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Vera’s Quiz for
March!
Rubber footwear in rear of car?
----My village, Much Puzzling, has a baker, a brewer and a butcher. The other day
I was talking to the baker’s wife and she remarked that these three jobs were
held by a Mr. Baker, a Mr. Brewer and a Mr. Butcher but, of course, no man
held the job corresponding to his surname.
“Surely everyone knows that – even a newcomer like myself” I responded.
Then she continued, but I bet you don’t know what Mrs. Brewer told me the
other day. You see, each of the men married the sister of one of the other
men. And no man married a girl of the same name as his occupation.
What was the butcher’s wife’s maiden name?
----Nephology is the scientific study of what?
----Starting from the mystery number, calculating each step in turn from left to
right will result in the answer given. Work the sum backwards to find that
missing first number. Remember, when working backwards reverse the instructions.
? divide by 7 treble it double it +26 divide by 4 = 23
----Can you change FAIRY into DOLLS one letter at a time. Each must be a valid
word.
----Find a short hidden message in this list of words.
Cabbage fiasco never spring rustle sonata tidings bureau lateral corona
towel bikini object soften seldom picnic office shouted enigma adverb
recall device animal shriek esteem oyster
----Unscramble the letters in the phrase RUN MY SWAN to form two words that
are linked by the letter ‘and’. (4) and (5)
----22

Hedgerow Ramblings
Dear Villagers

I have temporarily left Dickens and moved over to George Eliot aka Mary
Ann Evans of Nuneaton. I have had a copy of ‘Middlemarch’ on my
bookshelf for as long as I can remember and yet the length of it always
seemed off-putting. A friend suggested listening to it instead; a great idea.
I had bought headphones back in the summer, under
instructions from one of the daughters. I had even worked
out how to Bluetooth from the radio so I could work in the
garden surrounded by music and oblivious to anything else.

These I now clamped on my head and walked along many muddy lanes,
gaining not only the benefits of exercise, but immersing myself in “the finest
of all English novels”.
Eliot wrote ‘Middlemarch’ in around 1871, but it was an account of the
earlier part of the century, 1832, when the Great Reform Act was being
debated. Eliot, born in 1819, would have been 13 when this socially
significant change was taking place. An intelligent and perspicacious child,
she would have taken note of the shift in controlling powers from rural
districts to urban representation. The industrial revolution created a wealthy
new elite who wanted to be heard in the House of Commons. The powers
held by very few voters in ‘rotten boroughs’ needed to be balanced by those
in the overpopulated cities.
Eliot was also aware of the influence of strict social structure, of the plight of
the poor, and of the lack of any representation for women. She observed
the unfairness of the boys in families receiving an education, but the girls
not given the same chance. Women had to marry well, and had to accept
their lot if they didn’t; their influence was limited and constrained.
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The female characters in ‘Middlemarch’ are all
pretty spirited and most have sharp minds and
sharper tongues. The central figure, Dorothea, is
beautiful (always a bonus) and observes strict moral
codes - sometimes to an exasperating degree, in my
view. Of the supporting female characters a rector’s
wife called Elinor Cadwallader may have been my
favourite. She is a wry critic of her neighbours’
activities, often very accurately predicting disaster
and berating her husband’s kinder and more pragmatic approach. It is proof that women did speak
their minds, and on the whole, they proved wiser
than their male counterparts. The prettiest female, Rosamund, has good
looks, but is a shallow, vain character. The plainest woman, Mary, is one
who has wisdom and patience and gains much as a result. All these are
appealing tropes in any novel, yet ‘Middlemarch’ is exceptional for
describing, so accurately, the inner motives and perturbations of the
characters.
Of course we all know Mary Ann Evans broke the strictest social code of her
day by living with her partner, being unable to marry him as he could not
gain a divorce. It is fascinating to note that this partner, George Henry Lewes
had been married to Agnes Jervis and they had three sons together. It was
Agnes who had supported an “open marriage” as she had a relationship with
Thornton Hunt (son of Leigh Hunt) with whom she had four further children.
Mary Ann and George were intellectual equals and soul mates. He
encouraged her writing and they both supported Darwinism, the work of
Goethe, and the furtherance of medical science.
Within ‘Middlemarch’ there are a number of successful marriages and one
or two unhappy ones. Eliot wrote … “marriage must either be a relation of
sympathy or of conquest” and also wrote… “what do we live for, if it isn’t to
make life less difficult for each other.”
Words to ponder…
Keep your spirits up
Hermione
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Nursery School in Jan Jan Bureh, The Gambia
Some of you may be aware that I am a trustee of a small charity which has
been involved in fundraising to purchase land, build classrooms, toilet
blocks and perimeter walls to create a nursery school which opened in 2007
in the town of Jan Jan Bureh, Gambia. Having built the school, we now
fundraise each year to pay the salaries of the teaching staff as well as cooks
and cleaners and to finance one hot meal per day for every school pupil
during term time.

It has been two years since I last wrote an article for the Parish Magazine
and also two years since my last visit to Jan Jan Bureh Nursery School,
Gambia in February 2019. This was because of the collapse of Thomas Cook
flights at the end of 2019 which stopped our visit in February 2020 and now
because of Covid restrictions in 2021.
Since 2007 Tida Manka has been the Headteacher of the nursery school and
together with five teaching staff she has provided an education to the 265
children on roll aged 4-7 years. Recently Tida has been unwell, and it has
been necessary for us to help the staff to find and employ a new
headteacher who can work with Tida to make a seamless handover. We
have been fortunate in finding Lamin who has taken on the role with gusto.
He was previously a deputy headteacher at the local government run
Primary School. He regularly sends us updates on his ideas for the
curriculum and he is also encouraging punctuality and less absenteeism of
staff.
We have never known how old Tida is as people in The Gambia do not have
calendars or diaries as life is quite basic, but we estimate that Tida may be
around 75 years old. Hence the need to find a replacement. She has chosen
January 1st to be her birthday but has no idea on the year in which she was
born!
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During 2020 The Gambia has been fortunate in having relatively few cases of
COVID-19. The Gambia is surrounded by Senegal on three sides and the
Atlantic Ocean on the coast. There are many tracks and roads which lead
between The Gambia and Senegal. However, the military have patrolled all
borders to stop people crossing from one country to the other and therefore
spreading the virus. In the Gambia today there have been just 4,184 cases
and 132 deaths out of a population of 2.2 million. This is fortunate as there is
only 1 doctor per 10,000 people throughout the whole country!

In March the schools were ordered by the government to shut due to Covid19 and they only re-opened in October. We knew that selling surplus,
home-grown produce was difficult in Jan Jan Bureh as the government
forced all markets to close too. This meant many families had no income and
very little food to eat.
Jan Jan Bureh (sometimes called Georgetown) is approximately 250 km from
the capital of Banjul and is a town on McCarthy Island in the Central River
Division of The Gambia. The people of Jan Jan Bureh lead a rural life where
they look after goats (for milk) chickens (for meat and eggs) and a few people grow vegetables. Everything else is provided in just one shop which sells
rice and tinned food, cooking oil etc. As a charity we have successfully organised two parcels of essential items during the summer months for every
pupil on roll at our nursery. This included 2kg cooking oil, 8kg rice, hand soap
and clothes washing soap. We also purchased a small water bottle for each
child to have on their return to school in October so that they would not be
sharing facilities and they could refill their bottles each day.
Continued on Page 26
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We also provided hand sanitiser for each classroom and we insisted that all
pupils sanitise hands as they enter and leave the school compound, as well as
regularly inside the classrooms.
Our next projects are to lay on electricity to the school office and to update
the toilet facilities of the school. The toilet block has not been improved since
we first built the school in 2007 and with 265 pupils, only two toilets, the
block is well used! The school office has no electrical power at all which
means that it does not have any electric lights or any wall sockets – something which we take for granted in England. When I first visited Jan Jan Bureh
in 2007 there was no electricity in the town and therefore there was no need
for the school to be built with wiring. In 2019, on my last visit, electricity had
been brought to the town for just six hours per day and therefore, we hope
that, as time passes, things will continue to improve.
We are now hoping that the staff will support Lamin in all that he tries to do
as he takes the school forward and that the parents will appreciate the hard
work that he is putting in. As trustees of the charity, we are thrilled to have
found Lamin and wish him well for the future.

If you would like to know more about the nursery school in Jan Jan Bureh
(Georgetown, McCarthy Island, Central River Division, Gambia) please look at
our website ‘Friends of Jan Jan Bureh Nursery School’ or telephone Dawn
Bradley 01299 250532 . Maybe you would like to look at its position on a
map, remembering that The Gambia is the smallest country in Africa!
Dawn Bradley

This Gambian Flag has
the colours:
Red, white, blue,
white and finally
green.
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Extracts from our January “WI Wanderings Newsletter” which we thought
you may find of interest!
WI Quiz
A big thank everyone for making the effort to return their quiz papers and to
answer the quiz with sensible answers! I hope it gave you something to do
over the Christmas period either using brain power or Google. The quiz was
tricky, and I'm not surprised that people resorted to using the internet. Well
done to all eleven who took part.
A Hoar Frost
The recent Hoar frost combined with the fog
was beautiful.
Hoar Frost is a type of feathery frost that forms because of specific
climatic conditions. The word ‘hoar’ comes from old English and refers to the
old age appearance of the frost: the way the ice crystals form makes it look
like white hair or a beard.
How does it form? Ground frost forms when the air is still and cold, usually on
clear winter nights. Water vapour in the air condenses on solid surfaces, and
as the surface temperature drops below 0°C, ice crystals form. Hoar frost
requires slightly different conditions. It forms when the water vapour in the
air meets solid surfaces that are already below freezing point. Ice crystals form
immediately, and the ice continues to grow as more water vapour is frozen.
On a still night, it can grow well on tree branches, where the surface
Temperature is unlikely to rise above zero for several hours.
Being able to get out with my camera and take pictures is something that at
least can still be done during lockdown.
Continued on Page 28
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Book Club
“‘Where are we going, Pooh? “
“Home, Piglet. We’re going home because that’s the best thing to do right
now.'” —A.A. Milne
This month we have been reading “Black Water Lilies” by Michel Bussi. It has
been one of our most popular books scoring a high number of 10s. Here are
a few quotes from our reviews which might entice you to read it.
“All boxes were ticked and just as I get to the penultimate chapter..... tears
of sadness and when I thought it could not get any better........the final
chapter.....wham! Tears of joy! “
“...the plot was tight, the red herrings well scattered, and the twist so
unexpected!”
“A very clever, mesmerising book. An Impressionist painting in words. “
Our next book “The Secret Keeper” by Kate Morton is about
mysteries,
secrets, murder, and love and then we are moving to the
Caribbean with a new author Jacob Ross and his book “The
Bone Readers”.

Where would we be without a book to read during lock down.?
I have always been an avid reader. At the age of six I was awarded a story
book for being the best reader in my class at Primary School, then I
discovered newspapers. We always had two newspapers every day at
home and when I got back from school, I would spread them on the floor,
kneel down and read. I was always in trouble, newspapers spread over the
dining room floor was not always convenient. When I was 11 I discovered
the town Library, I visited there, regularly, about twice a week. The bus
stop I needed to get home from school was just by the library, so I spent
time trawling through Enid Blyton, Biggles and other adventure stories. I
love books. That is why I joined our WI Book Club.
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Something to make you smile!!
PLEASE be careful because people are going crazy from being locked down
at home! I was just talking about this with the microwave and the toaster
while drinking my tea, and we all agreed that things are getting bad.
I didn’t mention any of this to the washing machine, because she puts a
different spin on EVERYTHING!! Certainly, couldn’t share with the fridge,
cause he’s been acting cold and distant! In the end, the iron straightened
me out! She said the situation isn’t all that pressing and all the wrinkles will
soon get ironed out! The vacuum, however, was very unsympathetic…told
me to just suck it up! But the fan was VERY optimistic and gave me hope
that it will all blow over soon! The toilet looked a bit flushed but didn’t say
anything when I asked its opinion, but the front door said I was becoming
unhinged and the doorknob told me to get a grip!! You can just about guess
what the curtains told me: they told me to “pull myself together!” We will
survive!!
Pass it on - “gotta” keep the humour!
Lorraine Purcell
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MARK WILLIAMS FIPW &
LAUREN WILLIAMS MIPW
PROFESSIONAL WILLWRITERS
“40years legal experience as a Detective
Superintendent & now as a Professional
Willwriter, means you can definitely trust
Mark to write your Will”

Wills or Powers of Attorney from £95
Free Will Reviews, Probate Support,
Care Home Fee Avoidance,
& Big Savings on Funeral Plans

Instructions taken in the comfort
of your own home
T: 01299 251442 M: 07966
053887
E: mark@ambalegalservices.co.uk
W: ambalegalservices.co.uk
Trading Standards Institute
Approved
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Having reported in last month's magazine on Felix Baxter who had lived in
Hartlebury for part of his life, I was browsing the Hartlebury History Society
Website and came across an article about another former resident - Bert
Aldridge. His claim to fame is as a Morris Dancer.
This is not the time of year, perhaps, for dancing out of doors, but it might
at least offer some optimism for warmer weather and maybe the
opportunity for celebration when we are released from our current
lockdown.
Wikipedia gives the following definition:
Morris dancing is a form of English folk dance usually accompanied by
music. It is based on rhythmic stepping and the execution of choreographed
figures by a group of dancers, usually wearing bell pads on their shins.
Implements such as sticks, swords and handkerchiefs may also be wielded
by the dancers. In a small number of dances for one or two people, steps
are near and across a pair of clay tobacco pipes laid one across the other on
the floor. They clap their sticks, swords, or handkerchiefs together to match
with the dance.
The earliest known and surviving English written mention of Morris dance is
dated to 1448 and records the payment of seven shillings to Morris dancers
by the Goldsmiths' Company in London. Further mentions of Morris dancing
occur in the late 15th century. It had assumed the nature of a folk dance
performed in the parishes by the mid 17th century.
There are around 150 Morris teams (sometimes known as "jingles") in the
United States, and English expatriates form a larger part of the Morris
tradition in Australia, Canada, New Zealand and Hong Kong. There are
isolated groups in other countries, such as The Netherlands, the Arctic
Morris Group of Helsinki, and even in Sweden, Cyprus, and St. Petersburg in
Russia.
The world of Morris is organised and supported by three organisations:
Morris Ring, Morris Federation and Open Morris.
Continued on Page 32
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Our own Morris Man was a certain Bert Aldridge believed to have been born
around 1889, the son of itinerant farm workers Gabriel and Sarah Aldridge.
The precise date of his birth is not known since he was born 'on the road'.
However, when the family settled in Hartlebury in 1893, Bert was said to be
4 years old.
Not much is known of Bert's early life. The local schoolteacher Miss Emily
Parsons did recall that he was "not particularly clever", "a bit of a scoundrel"
but "showed vigour on the field of sport". He left school early in his youth to
pursue agricultural work with his father.
Bert did not go to war in 1914. From what the locals said he was in gaol
throughout the war years. Certainly, anecdotes abound about Bert's prowess
as a poacher. One source suggests his expertise failed one night on Sir Cecil
Brinton’s estate!
How Bert's knowledge and love of dance arose is unknown. It is clear
however that he was a founder member of Hartlebury Morris in the early
1920's. Unfortunately, there is limited information about this Morris, but it
was described variously as having 6, 8 or more dancers wearing "raggedy
clothes" and "thrashing the air with sticks".
One may infer that a form of Border Morris was danced. Bert himself is
remembered for his 'vigorous leaps'. Soon after the war he took a common
law wife, Constance Seymour, known affectionately as 'Big Connie'. The
union was not blessed with progeny, so there is unlikely to be more recent
generations to add to his story.
Hartlebury Morris ceased to dance at the outbreak of WW2 and did not
dance again. During WW2, however, Bert now 50, apparently served his
country with distinction in the Hartlebury Home Guard.
Bert died in 1947 aged 58. He had suffered from bronchitis for many years
and succumbed to the great freeze of '47 whilst walking home from a long
session at his local, The White Hart.
In 1997, on the 50th anniversary of his death. the Wyre Forest Morris Men
dedicated a weekend of dance to the memory of this local dancer.
For this brief history of the life of Bert, which appears on our website, we are
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indebted to Malcolm Byrd, a former member of the Wyre Forest Morris
Men.
The original details were gleaned from elderly residents of Hartlebury
village, all of whom are now deceased. It is understandable that this
biography is sketchy and incomplete, subject as it was to the vagaries
of old folks' memories.
Nevertheless, it is interesting to reflect on a former resident of the village
who engaged in a typically English tradition.
The Village still witnesses Morris Dancing from time to time. The Foxs
Morris danced outside the White Hart in June 2019 and photos of the
event are reproduced here. Foxs Morris are a Border Morris Dance side
based on Cookley.
Let's optimistically look forward to the time when they can return to the
village to entertain once more.
Perhaps you know of a Hartlebury resident past or present who is also
noteworthy and whose achievements should be recorded for posterity. If
so, we would be pleased to hear from you.
You can contact us through our website – www.hartleburyhistory.org.uk
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Footpaths Matter
First a photo of the fallen tree on the path
down to Hillditch Pond from Hillditch Lane.
Thanks to Craig Whitehead for the photo!
Interestingly, this path is not a Public Right
of Way, but is part of Hartlebury Common
and so comes directly under the control of
County. As such they are immediately
responsible for anything that happens of
this nature and so they will be arranging for its removal! I do sometimes
trespass with a spot of work on the Common, but they are very protective of
what and how things happen there!
Next, I would like to thank those of you who DO take secateurs and loppers
with them when they walk! Special mention must be made of Craig Whitehead and of Andrew Boddey who are using their daily exercise routine to
combine path clearance with their walking exercise!
Now an explanation from Geoff and Sandra about what they have been up
to with their geocaching and their online jig sawing. Most interesting and
inventive, fantastic initiative! Well done both of you!
"As you will know we’ve been working on the latest series (of geo caches) for
over a year but have been held up by the virus. Then we thought that it
would be nice if the caches could offer some form of entertainment during a
lockdown.
We thought that an online jigsaw which, when completed, gave the requisite
information to find the cache. would provide something to entertain you
whilst in lockdown.
The cache itself could be something to aim for later, when you were able to
take daily exercise again.
All the jigsaws were to be pictures of local scenes, so they would be very apt.
Unfortunately getting this to work proved testing in the extreme, despite my
friend's in-depth knowledge of computer programming.
We used “jigidi” as our online jigsaw platform, (its free to use) making the
puzzles from our own pictures, none of the puzzles were too difficult as we
thought about 20 minutes max would be best. The caches are all nice and
easy to find, and were as usual hosted by geocaching.com another free to
use site, we are very frugal.
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Since launching them at Christmas thirteen people have managed to visit
the caches during their daily walk. However over eighty have completed
the online puzzles. So, it’s all worked out quite nicely, attracting some very
nice comments."

Geocaching
There are millions of geocaches worldwide,
just waiting for you to find them. There are
probably even some within walking distance
of where you are right now. Visit Geocaching.com to see just how many geocaches are
nearby and to learn how to start finding them.
geocaching.com

Please do google the above, they are most informative!
John Denby. Footpath Warden.
01299 250429. Aquadeus@hotmail.com
To report footpath problems, as well as copying me in, please send
to:.https://e-services.worrcestershire.gov.uk/onlinereporting/
findlocation.aspx?faulttype=8
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Hartlebury Common Local Group
The wonders of internet video communication were plainly demonstrated to
me in one week in February. Our group had its first ever Zoom talk, given by
Rosemary Winnall on her wonderful, wildlife-filled garden. Also, my parents
had their first family-wide video call – Dad had gone into hospital, caught
Covid and no-one had seen him for 3 weeks! Seeing so many grand-children
and great grand-children appearing on the screen, ‘like magic’, really cheered
him up – especially as his hearing and speech difficulties meant phone calls
were hard. We are hoping that the steroid treatment and perhaps some
antibody resistance from his January vaccination have seen him through it.
Learning, of the interesting kind, has always been a main feature of our
group’s aims. Each speaker at our meetings has always demonstrated their
interest, often in natural history, in an attractive way. ‘On our doorstep’
topics have shown us the wonders, names and beautiful images of creatures
and plants we might not have known about – even if they’re flitting around us
quite frequently. However, whilst personally attending talks will always
continue to be a very strong way of communicating and learning, the
lockdowns of the pandemic have definitely supercharged online gatherings
for, virtually, everything! Rosemary Winnall’s talk was perfect for this media:
speaking right there in front of us, ‘armed’ with many close-up and wide range
photographs of her garden settings and detailed images of invertebrates and
botanical features - which were easy to bring up on the screen.
The hour was filled with stories of some astounding bird life: such as, buzzards
nesting nearby, a heron frequenting her pond and, at one time, many
crossbills visiting her trees and shrubs. What attracted them? Leaving some
hedges grow out high, having great-crested newts living in the pond (Yes, the
heron became something of a ‘pest’!) and ensuring that new plantings of
shrubs and trees provide good food (nuts and berries) for birds. Rosemary
incorporated wildlife-friendly plants into an already well-planted,
conventional garden: such as, buddleia for butterflies, allowing some areas of
nettles and, when buying new plants from a garden centre, choosing those
which were attracting the insects.
Wildlife-friendly often means less maintenance work. So only half of the pond
was cleaned out each year: allowing the life cycles of many pond creatures,
such as dragonfly larva, to be relatively undisturbed. Grassy areas were cut
less: providing a meadow-type habitat for a range of wildflowers.
Continued on Page 39
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TMS Carpentry, Joinery
and Building Maintenance
Est 1990

All types of Carpentry & Joinery
Fitted Wardrobes
Sash Windows Repaired or Replaced
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Email:
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www.catkinscattery.net
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carried out in a clean and
professional manner
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luxury boarding cattery
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mobile 07980425813
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Rosemary, as well though, actively encouraged birds with insect-based
fat-ball feeders and created homes for insects using old canes and stems
as insect ‘hotels’.
A particularly interesting idea, which reminded me of the walk Rosemary
led on Hartlebury Common a few years ago, was her use of a home for
mining bee larvae consisting of glass tubes contained inside a ‘house’. On
the sandy heathland, the bees would dig a hole and create individual cells
for each of their larva. In the garden though, when the front of the little
‘house’ was taken off, a series of these cells with their larvae could be
observed along each glass tube.
That was a great talk by Rosemary and, I think, worthy of being the subject
of a television programme. The detail and ideas are only skimmed over
here. If you get a chance to hear it again, it would be well worth doing so.
Our normal monthly meetings and talks cannot taking place because of
the lockdown rules. However, instead, some ‘Zoom’ talks over the internet
are being arranged…
Our next such talk is on Monday 1st March 2021 at 8 pm:
’Butterflies of Bolivia’ by Mike Southall.
Mike, a retired local farmer, is a member of our group and the Chairman
of the West Midlands Branch of the charity Butterfly Conservation. Mike
visited Bolivia in 2019 with other enthusiasts from Butterfly Conservation
and has some fabulous butterfly and moth photographs to show us.
Admission to the talk is free, but pre-booking and access to Zoom is
essential. To pre-book a place, please email:
info@hartleburycommon.org.uk

Further talks have not yet been scheduled but please check our Facebook
page or website from time to time:
www.hartleburycommon.org.uk
Volunteering on conservation work parties on the Common. Under the latest lockdown rules, such voluntary work is permissible - but only if
distancing rules between workers and other personal protection
procedures are strictly observed. Please look out on our website for any
new opportunities to join such a work group.
Michael Howard
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Edwin Harris & Sons
Funeral Directors
1 Crane Street, Kidderminster
Worcs DY11 6XT

Kidderminster : 01562 822625 / 823570
Bewdley & Stourport: 01299 829873
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family run business covering all areas of
Worcestershire & the West Midlands.
Circa 1897. Advice always available.
Home visits arranged as required. Prepaid funeral plans are advanced as part of
our service.

Private Chapel of Rest
Customer Care Award Winners 2011
E-mail: contact us@edwinharris.co.uk
Visit our website: www.edwinharris.co.uk
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Hartlebury Gardening Club
Containers Workshop

This was a talk given by Frank Hardy in February 2010. Apparently, knowledge
of container gardening is generally not good and Frank set out to educate us
as only he could. We fell into most of the traps and were duly chastened but
there was lots of good advice to take into the new gardening year.
Pot size
There is a tendency to use too large a pot which greatly increases the chances
of over watering. Your pot should be no more than two sizes larger than the
one you bought it in and of equal height and width (except for legumes which
need a deeper pot).
Type of Pot
A clay pot is porous, allows water to evaporate and keeps the compost cool –
important for cyclamen, camellia, rhododendron, and azalea.
Plastic pots, particularly black ones, keep compost warm and encourage faster
growth (which is why garden centres use them). They retain water so are
good for water lovers such as hydrangea and primulas.
Glazed clay, concrete or timber is a satisfactory halfway point between clay
and plastic. Metal is most unsuitable for plants as it is too hot in summer and
freezes in winter.
Pot Drainage
Even bog plants don’t do as well if standing in water. Gravel is OK but a substance called Hydroleca is even better. It has perfectly round particles which
allow water to drain through but also retains water which can be accessed by
roots. An inch or two of Hydroleca at the bottom of the pot works very well
and can be reused again and again.
Continued on Page 43
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Type of Compost
Don’t use growbag compost as it gets too wet for most container plants.
Multi-Purpose compost is cheaper and convenient but will be a waste of
money. If the fertilizer in it meets the needs of seeds, there won’t be
enough for larger plants. With compost, you get what you pay for.
Some good quality composts include Osmocote which is a slow-release
fertilizer, seen as yellow pellets. It’s costly but highly successful.

Watering
Watering is the key to good plant culture! The soil level should come up to
the bottom of the pot band. The band is a measurement of the amount of
water needed to fill the pot. You need to feel the surface of the compost
and only water if it is dry. Little and often is no good – only the top layer
gets wet. A thorough watering when dry is the correct approach. The
exception to this is ericaceous plants which must not dry out – look for the
tidemark at the bottom of the stem and don’t let it go below an inch or so.
Arrangement
Architectural plants can look good as single plants in containers but for many
plants, an arrangement of five together will look much better than a row of
singles. A good shape for an arrangement is a triangle – a focal plant (about
2 times the height of the pot), an intermediate plant and a trailer.
With group arrangements you can put a focal plant in too large a pot and
use seasonal plants around it to take up space and moisture. Take them out
when they finish flowering, to give room to the focal plant at a time when its
roots grow vigorously.
Continued on Page 50
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News and Events from
As we enter March, the flowers and trees at Hartlebury Castle begin to bloom
and add their wonderful colours to the site. The Magnolia tree will be thinking
about flowering and by the end of March 2020 our Orchard Terrace had
beautiful spread of daffodils. While we wait for these to appear and for
permission to open our doors once more, we’ve been busy working on a
variety of new and interesting projects for future visitors to enjoy.

The development of our new nature trail is underway, adding even more to
your visit around the grounds. Learn about a variety of animals and plants
linked to the Castle and see if you can spot our painted animals hidden across
the site. Plus, apply your new nature knowledge at home as we share
information about how you can help the wildlife in your own garden.
We’ve also been working on an exciting project to bring you the stories from
some of the Castle’s fascinating characters. Our new audio guide, with a
children’s option also available, will give you the chance to hear about the
butler who almost sent the Prime Minister to the tradesman’s entrance,
children’s parties held at the Castle and a beloved toy red rabbit saved by a
bishop for his granddaughter.
We’re also excited to be launching our new 1950s Exhibition (mentioned in
last month’s magazine) in Worcestershire County Museum, which will be
opening this Easter.

Collection Highlight: The Habington Chest

Written by Deborah Fox. Senior Curator for Museums Worcestershire
Thomas Habington was arguably one of
Worcestershire’s rebels. He was a
member of a staunch Catholic family
from Hindlip Hall near Worcester and
was involved in two of the most famous
Catholic plots to unseat the reigning
monarch, the Babington Plot of 1586 and
the Gunpowder Plot of 1605. For the first
he was imprisoned in the Tower of
London for six years and for the second
he was condemned to death.
Through family connections his sentence was reduced. Habington was
arrested for sheltering Jesuit priests at Hindlip and indicted in London, but was
spared by the influence of his brother-in-law, Lord Monteagle. Over the next
forty years he studied, parish by parish, the history of the county up to the
opening of Elizabeth’s reign. He spent his time researching and writing and is
believed to have been Worcestershire’s first historian. It’s likely that his books
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and papers were stored within the chest that bears his initials and the date,
1605, in roman numerals.
The chest has been restored, with support from the Kay Trust, and parts of it
dated by dendrochronology to a tree which was felled in the sixteenth century.
Research by Stephen Price, Worcestershire Archaeological Society Curator,
has traced the history of the chest further. Thomas wrote in a letter, during the
civil war, that he had buried the chest in the woods at Hindlip Hall to protect the
contents from soldiers. The chest may also be one of those mentioned in two
eighteenth century inventories of Hindlip. In 1814 the hall was demolished and
the chest was rescued by Dr Peter Prattinton of Bewdley. The chest is now in
the care of Worcestershire Archaeological Society and on display in
Worcestershire County Museum.
You can find out more about Museums Worcestershire’s collections at https://
researchworcestershire.wordpress.com/

Coming up at Hartlebury Castle
We are closely monitoring government announcements as we plan our
reopening. Worcestershire County Museum and the Grounds will be guided by
the government’s lockdown easing roadmap. We hope to re-open the Bishop’s
Palace on 1st April.

Fairy Tale Easter at Hartlebury Castle: 2nd—18th April
Explore the Castle grounds as you follow the Fairy Tale trail and enjoy the
beautiful flowers and views of the Castle. Settle in for fun storytelling (on set
days) and add to your Easter weekend celebrations with a Fairy Tale themed
Bank Holiday Monday. All activity will be run in line with Covid-19 safety
guidelines and regulations.
To keep up to date with our opening and Fairy Tale Easter details, visit our
website or follow us on social media.

Volunteer with us!
With the reopening of Hartlebury Castle and our upcoming exciting events,
we’re looking for new volunteers to join our friendly team. We have a range of
roles available, so whether you can spare a few hours a week, month or just
for one off event days, we’d love to hear from you. You can find out more
about how you can help support the Castle as a volunteer by visiting our
website. Your safety is important to us and we will ensure that all volunteering
can be done in a safe and Covid secure environment.

To find out more about events, opening hours and admission visit:

www.hartleburycastle.com

Follow us:

/Hartleburycpt
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A POINT OF VIEW
Once upon a long ago I used to attend parish council meetings in our lovely,
refurbished Parish Hall. I used to park my car in the car park which had been
resurfaced as part of the community project and, as a result, cars parked
rather more tidily than had been the case before the work was done. The last
one I attended in person was, I think, the extraordinary meeting called in
January 2020 by Wychavon District Council, after all members but one of the
Council that had been elected in May 2019 had resigned. The object of the
meeting was to co-opt new councillors to fill the vacancies and to leave in
place a Parish Council that could begin to transact the business that a Parish
Council is expected to be able to transact according to its Standing Orders.
Unfortunately, at this point, there was no Parish Clerk in place, as he too had
resigned – and the new Council, having been unable to attract a suitably
qualified clerk when the post was advertised, was now caught out by Lockdown 1. It therefore had to feel its way and to learn the “how to...” without
any training and with few experienced members. Unfortunately, the
consequences are still with us today and residents are even now left
wondering what’s going on and where all this is leading. The minutes have
now reappeared in the magazine, following their official publication on the PC
website, which does help make matters clearer, albeit considerably after the
event.
All meetings now take place on Zoom, but members of the public may ask to
join, ask questions and observe meetings by sending a request to Cllr. S.
Tranter – s.l.tranter.hpc@gmail.com by noon on the day of the meeting
Indeed, with cinemas and theatres closed, most of our entertainment does
take place these days by Zoom or on TV and YouTube, and readers may have
been entertained by the footage and interviews that were all over the news
channels and other media earlier this month.
Entitled 'Good on her': how Jackie Weaver became an internet star, The
Guardian published a very sensible analysis on 5th February and has told
people exactly how it “went viral”. Perhaps those of us – on both “sides” of
the Parish Council/Parish Hall difference of opinion - should take a long look
at ourselves, see what we might have done differently, declare a truce and
begin to work together? Hartlebury used to be such a pleasant place to live,
but seems to have become tainted by the general air of nastiness that seems
to have gripped the country (perhaps following the example of the Elections
in America?) during this year of lockdown.
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Of course, there were differences of opinion over such things as the
incinerator, the proposed “Norchard New Town”, even the occasion when
the Hartlebury MU site was invaded by Travellers and much damage was
done – even before that when it was decided that the MU site should not,
as expected, be returned to farmland but should be allowed to be changed
into a Trading Estate. But isn’t the grown-up thing to do to co-operate,
discuss amicably, and agree a solution - and in such a way that
relationships are not damaged?
“There is an element of bullying and bad behaviour in local councils and a
lot of us are working very hard, and that includes central government, to
try and do something about that.” Jackie Weaver said, “At least 99.9% of
parish council meetings are not that dramatic. They are often less exciting
than we might hope” she added.
“Quite how this niche meeting ended up being dissected across all
mainstream TV channels and radio stations is largely down to the
determination of a few Handforth residents who were appalled at the
conduct on show.”
“When personality clashes and belligerence get in the way of the council
doing positive things for a community, their approach has to be
questioned”, said Mrs. Weavers.
It was indeed rather shocking and the ridiculousness of it all set me to
thinking how it had been when I first joined the Council in the early
eighties. It was all so different then! In those days, the Council was
composed almost entirely of church members – church members who had
grown up together and who had recently built the present Parish Hall to
replace the old one, which was far too small for community use – although
conveniently close to the church. The hall was run by many of the same
people, so there were no opposing “sides” and almost everyone seemed
to have the well-being of the whole community at heart.
“Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May” – or should that be
March?
I have also been thinking about a whole year of Lockdown. This time last
year there seemed to be an almost euphoric mood about as we began to
get used to Lockdown 1. People were beginning to enjoy the deserted
roads, the absence of aeroplanes from the sky, the unaccustomed quiet,
the sound of birdsong that we seemed to be appreciating as never before,
the sight of the spring bulbs pushing up through the earth, the sight of the
Continued on Page 48
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first daffodils. It seemed to foretell the possibility of new beginnings –
perhaps of a new and better world to be enjoyed once it was over?
That seemed to be the beginning of a new mood in the country as a whole
and (whatever we may feel about Brexit!) there does now seem now to be
talk among many people about the sort of country we may want to build to
ensure a future for our children and grandchildren. Discussions have begun
in connection with taking the warnings about climate change seriously and
recognising the seriousness of the threat to our planet through the loss of
biodiversity.
Beside these massive problems, our “little local difficulty”, of which many of
us have become all too aware, pale into insignificance. However, we must
recognise that these are important, as their presence does threaten the
peace and security of our immediate locality. I became very much aware of
this when I “attended” (on Zoom) the Parish Council meeting on 2nd
February.
I had noticed that the list of meeting dates had been put on the Agenda and
that these were now to be held bi-monthly. This surprised me, as no prior
discussion appeared to have been held and there was no proposal on the
Agenda. While the words “Annual Parish Meeting” were on the list of dates
on the website, it soon became clear that this was intended as a regular PC
Meeting and that no plans were being made for the statutory meeting that
is usually held in March. There appeared to be no understanding of the
purpose of the statutory Annual Parish Meeting, but I was grateful that the
matter was discussed, following my question, and it was agreed that it will
now be held, but along with the regular PC meeting on 4th May.
[I see the website has been updated.]

There is a period at the beginning of each PC meeting where Standing
Orders are suspended so that members of the public can ask questions and
raise matters of concern but, unfortunately no record is now made of the
concerns and wishes of residents, since that is not part of the PC meeting
itself. (Good practice, however, does state that the question-and-answer
session should be a matter of public record.)
It does appear that Councillors have now received some training – and the
excellent publication The Good Councillors Guide has been recommended.
(This may be readily found online and can be printed.)
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Knowing that there are vacancies on the Parish Council and that new
members are to be co-opted, I thought I would indulge myself in a short
flight of fancy as to the make-up of my ideal Parish Council!
Top of the list would have been a fully qualified Clerk, who would be able
to guide Councillors in matters of law and point newcomers towards the
latest relevant legislation.
Among Councillors a wide variety of skills is needed – not least that of
being able to debate and articulate clearly so that issues may be readily
understood,
As far as possible, the spread of the Councillors themselves should reflect
that of the parish and they should each become responsible for their own
designated area and make themselves known there.
Among Councillors there should be a wide range of skills – human and
personal, financial, and administrative and a real interest in the people
they have put themselves forward to represent.
Councillors’ overriding motivation should be a real desire to “make a
difference” and to improve the amenities of their parish. They should see
themselves as servants of the people amongst whom they live.
All Councillors should commit themselves to being aware of their
responsibilities in matters of planning. While being merely consultees,
they can also assist the planning authority in understanding their locality.
To this end, they should understand the Village Design Statement
contained within the current Parish Plan.
I did say this would be my ideal Council!
And it is nothing but a personal (and probably incomplete) point of view’.
Bystander
Editor’s note: As part of the Magazine Policy, we have been reminded to point
out the disclaimer section. The disclaimer reads.
Inclusion of any article does not imply endorsement of the content of that article. We make no judgement as to the accuracy of the articles that appear. If
there are any inaccuracies, we offer the opportunity to correct them through
the pages of the magazine.
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Next meeting: We are hoping to provide a Zoom meeting on Thursday 4
March at our usual time of 7.30 pm.
Adrian James, who has been a successful speaker in previous years, has a new
talk which he is giving to groups this year. He will also give time at the
beginning and end of the meeting for business items, questions, and chat.
The invitation to attend will be sent out by email before the meeting.
Many members will have used Zoom over the past twelve months but if you
are new to it and need some help, please contact me at pjkx@btinternet.com
beforehand and I will try to answer your questions.
Pat Jewkes
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Hartlebury Parish Council
MEETING DATES 2021

MEETING
Parish Council
Parish Council
Annual Parish Meetings
Parish Council
Parish Council
Parish Council
Parish Council

DATE
Tuesday 2nd February 2021
Tuesday 6th April 2021
Tuesday 4th May 2021
Tuesday 1st June 2021
Tuesday 3rd August 2021
Tuesday 5th October 2021
Tuesday 7th December 2021

PLEASE NOTE:_
Annual Parish Meetings Tuesday 4th May 2021
This will be the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, were the
election of a chairman and vice chair and appointment of committee
members will take place .Please note this is a meeting of the Parish
Council.
The Annual Parish Meeting will also take place, this is not a council
meeting; it is a meeting of the parish electors. This meeting is to
celebrate local activities and will be subject to government legislation
with regards meeting in public places/Covid 19
.
Date 2nd February 2021

Public Access to Parish Council
and Finance Committee Meetings during Covid 19 restrictions
Due to Social Distancing all parish Council meetings are taking place
using Zoom Video Conferencing ( see zoom.us for details)
To join the meeting you will need the 8 digit meeting identity plus the
password. These can be requested from
Cllr S.Tranter
s.l.tranter.hpc@gmail.com
Zoom requests need to be given by 12 noon on the day of the meeting
NB Dates for future Finance Committee meetings
have not been found on the Council website
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Hartlebury Parish Council Minutes
These minutes have been downloaded from
the Parish Council website

HARTLEBURY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF HARTLEBURY
PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 28TH JANUARY 2021
PRESENT: Cllr. Ingham - Chairman, Cllr. Mrs Meredith, Cllr. Mrs. Atkinson, Cllr. Buck, Cllr.
Mrs Humphreys, Cllr. Pratt, Cllr. Evans, Cllr. Bateman and Cllr. Tranter
ALSO, PRESENT: County Cllr. Tomlinson, Clerk Lesley Cleaver, Locum Clerk Ruth Mullett
and 14 members of the public
1.APOLOGIES None
2.DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST Nothing to declare
3.ADJOURNMENT OF THE MEETING TO HEAR FROM: The meeting was adjourned to
hear questions from members of the public. This does not form part of the formal council meeting.
4.MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
It was proposed by Cllr. Bateman seconded by Cllr. Mrs Meredith and unanimously RESOLVED
that the minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 1 st December 2020 be signed as a correct record
with the following amendments.
19.2 Add “It was unanimously RESOLVED that these reports would be forwarded to Breedon
Aggregates by Cllr. Buck and that the council would act upon the resulting advice from Breedon
regarding the repairing and reopening of the rear car park”.
19.3. Remove “one abstention from Cllr. Mrs Humpreys” and change to “unanimously
RESOLVED”.
5.COMMUNITY PROJECT LITIGATION
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and representatives of
the public and press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during
consideration of the following business as publicly would be prejudicial to the public interest
because of the confidential nature of the agenda item.
Clerk had circulated a Confidential Report on the background and actions taken to date with
regards the Parish Hall carpark. After detailed discussion the council agreed two motions listed
below and a statement to be agreed between Chairman and Clerk to be circulated on behalf of the
council.
Motion 1
“That the parish council reopen the car park immediately in line with Wychavon District
Council Enforcement advice and guidance.
Five councillors Cllr. Tranter, Cllr. Buck, Cllr. Mrs Meredith, Cllr. Pratt and Cllr. Evans were
against, three councillors were for Cllr. Mrs Humphreys, Cllr. Mrs Atkinson and Cllr. Bateman
and there were one abstention Cllr. Ingham. The motion failed.
Motion 2
“Before the parish council proceed any further can we obtain specialist contractual legal
advice with regards the Community Project using the specialist as recommended by
Worcestershire CALC.
The motion was unanimously Agreed.
6.Statement from the Parish Council
See opposite
. DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Tuesday 2nd February 2020, 7.00pm Meeting closed at 9.00pm
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HARTLEBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk to the Council – L Cleaver
Email: Hartlebury.clerk@gmail.com
Website: My Parish Hartlebury
January 2021

STATEMENT FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
The Community Project, a joint partnership between the Parish Hall
Management Committee and Parish Council was a great venture which
covered various stages of work, one in particular the car park around
the village hall.

After completion of works to the car park the Parish Council found
issues relating to potholes to the rear and bald patches to the front
disabled area. The Parish Hall Management Committee also raised
concerns sighting the potholes as a possible health and safety issue.
However, if the Parish Council fix the potholes it will not solve the
underlying problem and may invalidate any insurance claim. The
Parish Council will be taking legal advice.
The Parish Council engaged a surveyor and also a gravel specialist.
Their findings indicated a serious construction problem with the car
park which will have to be resolved and under further investigation
along with the project as a whole.
Addressing concerns the people responsible for the project have been
asked for emergency work to be undertaken, giving three weeks’ notice
to correct the pot holes allowing the Parish Hall to open.
However some members of the public have written in expressing
concerns that the Hall if allowed to become a Covid Test Centre is too
close to the children’s play area. The Parish Council will therefore be
liaising with Wychavon District Council and Worcestershire County
Council to establish whether Public Health Worcestershire believe
there is an operational need for a Covid Testing Centre to be based in
Hartlebury. Should they express a view that there is, then the Trustees
of Hartlebury Castle have agreed to make part of the Castle site
available for use as a Testing Centre for as long as they are obliged to
keep the Castle closed to the public during the current lockdown. This
will enable the Parish to help combat this terrible pandemic, supported
by the Trustees of a historic monument of massive importance to our
community
L Cleaver.
HPC Clerk.
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This space
now available
Call John Hellens
on
01299 251657
for details
(92mm by 60 mm)

JasmineTooley
Booking Secretary
07923 544838

www.hartleburyparishhall.co.uk
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Village Index 2021

Those numbers without a dialling prefix are Hartlebury numbers,
if you dial from outside, please begin with 01299
Church
Parish Rector
Rev. Stephen Winter
07773 760899
Church Warden
Mrs Carolyn Gumbley
251148
Magazine Editor
Mrs Ruth Whittaker
ruth.w@live.co.uk
Magazine Advertising
Mr John Hellens
251657
Magazine Distribution
Mrs Val Hardwick
250937
Choir Leader
Mrs Chris Webb
250452
Tower Captain
Mr John Webb
250452
Organist
Mrs Mary Mayo
250871
7 Parishes Office Administrator
Mr Nick Wright
01905 622464
Youth
Hartlebury C of E Primary School
Mrs Claire Grand
250312
Cambian New Elizabethan School
250258
Parent & Toddlers
Greenwoods Children Centre 01527 861063
Cubs & Scouts, St Michael’s Stourport Mr Mark Gould
879918
Guides
Mrs G Sutherland
01562 631452
Venues
County Museum Hartlebury Castle
250416
Village Hall Chairman
Mr Ray Kirby
250995
Village Hall Booking Sec.
Ms Jasmine Tooley
07923 544838
Clubs & Societies
Gardening Club Chair
Mr Tony Hardwick
250937
W I President
Mrs Marion Inman
250175
History Society Sec.
Mrs Carol Priest
253525
Cutnall Green Young Farmers
Miss Lorna Pritchard
07903 580716
Hartlebury Art Group
Mrs Diane Maughan
250821
Hartlebury Poetry Group
Mrs Diane Maughan
250821
Friends of Bishops Wood
Mr John Rhyme
250513 Ext. 221
Representatives
Member of Parliament
Mr Nigel Huddlestone
02072 195814
Worcestershire County Council
Cllr Peter Tomlinson
01905 621670
Wychavon District Council
Mr Stephen Bateman
07432 227735
Parish Council Chair
Tim Ingram
07713 644461
Parish Council Clerk
Lesley Cleaver (Acting)
07790 542340
Parish Paths Warden
Mr John Denby
250429
Useful Numbers
Local Bus Timetables
08712 002233 Rail Enquiries
08457 484950
Citizen Advice Bureau
01562 823953 Local Police
01905 725760
Bromsgrove Mobile Library
01527 575855 Tourist Information
404740
Worcester Regulatory Services 01905 822799 wrsenquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk
Environment Agency
0800 80 70 60 enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
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THE PARISH HALL HARTLEBURY
Hartlebury Parish Hall
As you’re all probably aware, the Hall is currently
closed due to the Coronavirus outbreak.
We apologise to all the groups who use our Hall
regularly, and those who book for parties and other
events for the inconvenience and disappointment, but
I’m sure you all recognise the necessity for this to keep
you all safe.
In the meantime, if you want to make enquiries
regarding bookings after we return to normal please
contact Jasmine Tooley on 07923 544838 or 01299
253043 or email on
bookings@hartleburyparishhall.co.uk.
As soon as we can open our doors again and welcome
you all back, we’ll put a notice on the website
Did you know....you can hire Hartlebury Parish Hall from £30 for a 3hr children’s party?
Contact Jasmine on 07923 544838 and leave a message or email:
bookings@hartleburyparishhall.co.uk for queries about bookings and availability.
Go to www.hartleburyparishhall.co.uk (with online calendar to check availability
and to book online) for further information.
Did you also know....you can hire Hartlebury Parish Hall from £85* from 6pm-11:45pm
including bar for an adult party? *Sundays to Thursdays - Fridays and Saturdays from
£105. We also cater for large group parties or wedding receptions.
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