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Some Thoughts from The Rector
It has long been noted that in many villages there seems to be a close link
between the church and the pub. It is usually not a long walk from the church
to the pub. Now there is a new link between the two. I am writing these
thoughts on the 12th of May and yesterday it was announced that when pubs
begin to re-open in July so too will places of worship, including churches. We
will still not be able to have large gatherings which means that weddings,
funerals, and baptisms will still be a problem. It will be impossible to observe
social distancing on these occasions. We will still need to sit two metres apart
from each other apart from those who live in the same household. And where
churches have re-opened in other parts of Europe there has been a restriction
upon singing. When we sing the almost invisible droplets of water that are the
main carriers of the virus from person to person fly out of our mouths and
travel some distance.
I hope that we might be able to sing Christmas Carols in December and they
will have a special poignancy this year, but we may have to wait that long
before we do. Still I do hope that in the July editions of the Parish Magazines
that we will be including details about services in our churches.

The months ahead will also be a time for thinking about the things that we
have learned from this experience. This will be true in every part of our lives
nationally, locally and personally. I have said in previous editions of this
magazine that I think we need to remember who the people were who were
essential to our lives during this experience. We will need to consider how we
can express to them our appreciation. This is not just a matter for each of us
on a personal level, important and necessary though that is, but a question
for our national life. It won't be sufficient to give such people a round of
applause and then to return to business as usual. We will need to express our
appreciation in tangible forms.
Another essential area of reflection is to consider what have been the lessons
that we have learned about our own lives. If one area of reflection is to give
consideration to the people who are essential to us then another is to think
about what has been
essential to us in terms of the things that we need
to do in order, not just to survive, but to thrive. I have heard this described as
moving away from our survival dance to our sacred dance. And if we can learn
that then our world will change indeed.
Continued overleaf, Page 2
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Continued from previous Page,

I am looking forward to the day when both our churches and our pubs can
re-open. A really good glass of beer in good company is one of life's great
pleasures. One of the PCCs in the parishes that I serve usually goes to the
pub after the meeting! And to proclaim the praise of God in the beautiful
spaces of our churches is something that I am missing very much indeed.
I wonder what you might add to this truly short list. It will be an exercise
well worth doing.
The Rev’d Stephen Winter

We are continuing to raise funds painlessly until the end
of August.
Please help us to better the £200 we raised last year

Covid 19 l has stopped us using change and with no services, no collections. Please
will you help this year by putting your 5ps or even 10ps into a box as well
throughout July and August for collection during September. You can give your
change to Beryl Thomas, Carolyn Gumbley, Chris Webb, or any member of the
PCC. This money will go into the funds for the day to day running of our church.
Thank you all very much.
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Interment of Ashes at St Mary’s
22 May 2019 Stanley Charles Davies
Graveside Funeral Service and Burial at St Mary’s
28 May 2020 Richard George Roberts

THE SEVEN PARISHES OFFICE

Administrator : Mr Nick Wright

Tel 01905 622464 (please leave a message)
or 07968 531216 (in emergencies only) .
Email: parishes7@btinternet.com
Web:

www.7parishes.co.uk

post: The Seven Parishes Office
c/o The Old Post Office
Cutnall Green
DROITWICH
WR9 0PW

ST JAMES CHURCH
If you wish to book a wedding or a baptism please contact the Seven
Parishes Office.
If you have any queries about your wedding or baptism or wish to speak
to a member of our church, you may contact:
Chris Webb, wedding and baptism co-ordinator on 01299 250452 or
Carolyn Gumbley, churchwarden on 01299 251148
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THE CHURCH IS SHUT – NOT CLOSED!
Following the Government giving churches permission to open for private
prayer from June 15, the PCC has prayerfully considered whether this is an
option for our church buildings in Hartlebury. We are reminded that we have
to follow all Government guidance including with regard to social distancing,
cleaning and sanitising. As we’ve also had to take into account the
vulnerability of our PCC and congregation (the majority of whom are within
the age / shielding groups) we have very reluctantly decided that we cannot
open for private prayer at the moment. We will, of course, keep this decision
under review as guidelines / advice change and we hope it will not be too
long before we can open for our usual worship services again.
We’ve also decided that we cannot, at the moment, accommodate funeral
services in church – with particular reference to social distancing (we think St
James might be able to accommodate 20 for a funeral service and St Mary’s
many fewer) and also that none of the facilities can be used.
On a more ‘positive’ note, the ceiling in the porch at St James has now been
repaired, following a grant from the All Churches Trust. There is still a little
more work to do there, including some repainting and replacing the notice
boards. We also intend to replace the light fitting to something more in
keeping with the architecture of the church.
If you walk through the churchyard during July, you may see restoration work
being undertaken on the Bishop Hurd tomb (this is along the north side of the
church) which is being funded by a very generous donor.
Our regular Sunday services, by Zoom, have continued with about 100 people
from across the seven parishes of the benefice joining in. We celebrated
‘Music Sunday’ on 14 June, ably led by members of the congregations at
Ombersley and Elmbridge.
Morning Prayer, at 10am on weekdays, continues via Zoom - we remember
daily those who have asked for prayer, those who have died and their families
and, in particular, those who are lonely and isolated.
So, do please join us if you can for either, or both, of these acts of worship –
Zoom is easy to download – and it is free! As our Rector, Stephen Winter,
was on holiday for one of the Sunday services in June, he invited Stephen
Owen to lead the service. Many of you will know Stephen as he and his wife,
Lynne, live in Hartlebury, worship at St James and Stephen has led a number
of our services.
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If you don’t already receive the weekly ‘The Message’ email from Stephen,
and would like to, please email parishes7@btinternet.com. This includes the
readings for Sunday, with a reflection from Stephen, and details of other
events in the parishes and beyond.
Readings for the Sundays in July and August:
July 5

Trinity 4

July 12
18-23
July 19
30, 36-43
July 26
33, 44-52

Trinity 5

Genesis 24.34-38, 42-49, 58-67; Romans 7.15-25;
Matthew 11.16-19, 25-30.
Genesis 25.19-34; Romans 8.1-11; Matthew 13.1-9,

Trinity 6

Genesis 28.10-19; Romans 8.12-25; Matthew 13.24-

Trinity 7

Genesis 29.15-28; Romans 8.26-39; Matthew 13.31-

August 2
August 9
14.22-33
August 16
15.21-28
August 23
August 30

Trinity 8
Trinity 9

Genesis 32.22-31; Romans 9.1-5; Matthew 14.13-21
Genesis 37.1-4,12-28; Romans 10.5-15; Matthew

Trinity 10

Genesis 45.1-15; Romans 11.1-2,29-32; Matthew

Trinity 11
Trinity 12

Exodus 1.8-2.10; Romans 12.1-8; Matthew 16.13-20
Exodus 3.1-15; Romans 12.9-21; Matthew 16.21-28

As this magazine is for the months of July and August, please do check the
notice board at St James (and in the shop / Post Office) for when we might
be able to worship together again, if this is before we publish the September magazine.

Carolyn Gumbley
Churchwarden
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BLACK LIVES MATTER
It took George Floyd nine minutes to die. Bishop John and the Dean of
Worcester knelt on the steps outside the west door of the Cathedral as an act
of witness as they prayed.
At the start of the prayers, the Dean of Worcester, Peter Atkinson said: “The
Gospel of Jesus Christ tells us that every person is our neighbour. Yet the
Church has often oppressed, marginalised, or forgotten people. The Church
has been complicit in making slaves of black people, persecuting Jewish
people, waging crusades against Muslim people, criminalising gay people,
oppressing women, and abusing children. God breathed into all people the
breath of life, but so often ours has been the knees that have squeezed the
life from others.”
Monday 22 June was Windrush Day: Parishes were encouraged to take part in
a two-minute silence for lament at 11am, remembering the suffering of the
Windrush Generation, and praying for a better, fairer world. As the magazine
goes to the printers that commemorative day is still in the future and by the
time you read this it will have passed. Perhaps just reading it will remind us
to spend at least two minutes reflecting on the injustice done to a whole
generation of immigrants who were invited into Britain and came willingly to
help rebuild our country while also giving their families hope for their future.
Hope that was often dashed. Some claim that this is a myth, but I can still
remember seeing notices in windows in Handsworth saying, “No Irish; No
Blacks; No dogs.”
I do hope many of us saw the Live Streaming of Small Island from the
National Theatre. It was a fantastic depiction of Jamaican lives at the time.
both there and in Britain, and so wonderfully well done. Andrea Levy’s book
was adapted for the stage and is very well worth read.
Unfortunately, the National Theatre Live shows on YouTube are available for
only seven days but they are showing a new one every week. They are free to
watch, but donations are invited by visiting the website. Theatres are really
struggling and with our own RSC unable to reopen in the foreseeable future
they, too, really deserve any help we can possibly give.
Caroline Boughton-Thomas
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ROBERT WAGSTAFF

Robert Wagstaff, who died after a long illness on 17 May 2020, aged 84, was
a familiar and greatly loved figure in Hartlebury and the surrounding villages
for nearly forty years. Although he spent most of his working life in the
probation service he had been ordained as a young man and often helped the
local clergy by taking services in Ombersley, Stourport, Wilden and Hartlebury
itself. The castle, and particularly the Hurd Library, were of great interest to
him and his wife Virginia and both were members of the little group of
villagers - themselves, the late George Ward and the late Shirley and Walter
Tinley – who, beginning in 2006, inspired the struggle to save the castle from
a private sale, which would have resulted in the library’s removal.
Robert was an active member of the Friends of Hartlebury Castle and the
Hurd Library, founded in 2007. He was an enthusiastic guide and volunteered
in the library each week with Walter Tinley. They took with gusto to a fiddly
task which no-one else fancied - stringing lines of fishing wire across the
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shelves, a simple security measure which is extremely effective. In May
2009, at the request of the late Lord Sandys, Robert took Evensong in the
castle chapel for the Prayer Book Society, the first service to be held there
for two years. Those who were there remember his beautiful speaking voice
- there was no need for music - and a magical moment as his sermon ended.
His text was Psalm 23 and he spoke from first- hand knowledge about the
shepherds of Palestine, who use the rod to scare off wild beasts, the staff to
test the ground, the oil to anoint their charges’ heads against sunburn and
lead them to still waters as they won’t drink from an agitated surface. As he
finished, we all heard the faint cry of a sheep in the distance.
Robert never gave up hope that the castle would be saved, boosting our
morale when it looked impossible. He was an accomplished musician and
would sometimes play the grand piano in the great hall. He was also a
skilled gardener; the roses rambling over the wall of the reception building
were planted by him. He will be remembered especially for his radiant
personality and his love of people. Those meeting him for the first time felt
instantly at home. As one friend said, “he was one of the nicest of men”.
The museum staff loved seeing him on his daily walks to the castle and
remember happy Tuesdays when he and Walter used to have lunch in the
café after their library stint.
It was a fortunate day for the village and the castle when he and Virginia
decided to move their young family from London to Hartlebury in 1980. In
the words of a colleague “Robert was such a big part of the Hartlebury
family, and his cheeky smile and infectious laughter always brought a smile
to whomever he spoke with”. We all miss him.
Chris Penney
Hurd Librarian
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MORE ENCOURAGEMENT TO SHOP LOCALLY AND
SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES, BOTH NOW AND LATER ON,
WHEN THINGS RETURN TO “NORMAL”
Bells Farm Shop on the A 4025 at Chadwick Bank are well known for their
pick-your-own fruit and vegetables. Now is the strawberry season and
raspberries are ripening fast. It won’t be long before there are runner
beans.
The shop’s Phone and Collect service is up and running or visit the Website https://bellsfarm.co.uk . The shop is open from 9am – 5pm seven days a
week.
You can buy fresh fruit and veg, fresh meat cut by a butcher, fresh bread
and milk as well as cakes, biscuits, ice cream, sweets, beer, wine and cider.
Orders can be taken over the phone, then they make it up and ring back with
the price so that the customer can pay over the phone, and then drive up to
the side door of the shop and beep the horn and open the boot for
contactless service. If the customer is shopping for others, they can do
multiple receipts to make it easier. Contact—Vicki Colwill -01299 251364.

Bannuttree Farm Shop at Cutnall Green are carrying out deliveries of fresh
local produce and will deliver to Hartlebury. Please call: 07887 397757
I was able to place an order and it was delivered that very day. They phoned
back when the order was ready, and I paid over the phone on a credit card.
With my usual supermarket still showing all delivery slots as “fully booked”,
this was fantastic service and much appreciated. Bannuttree also raise their
own plants and will deliver.
I realise more than ever how lucky I am to live in the country and to have a
garden, not to mention a shared allotment. I also realise how much we all
depend on one another – and that includes friends and neighbours. Those
of us who live alone are particularly grateful for help so willingly given.
We would also like to mention that two newly appointed Parish
Councillors have said that they will be happy to shop for people unable to
get out to do their own shopping. They will be glad to hear from you if you
would like to telephone or e-Mail them to make contact:
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Kay Humphrey’s telephone number is 01299 250753 (Mobile: 07974
732590) and her e-Mail address is kayhumphreys@hotmail.co.uk
Clare Atkinson ‘s telephone is a mobile – 07742 115047 and her e-Mail is
c.atkinson.hpc@gmail.com
Please do not hesitate to get in touch. They will be delighted to be of help.
Wendy and Jag at the Post Office are well stocked, and Jag goes to the Cash
and Carry twice a week to stock up. They are doing a free delivery service
within a mile and a half radius of the store and will take orders over the
‘phone: 01299 251224. Payment is by cash or cheque. The Post Office is
operating as normal, including parcel post. (You can pay in cheques there
too).
Robert Darby delivers our milk most faithfully and my Organic, full cream
bottle arrives on my doorstep twice a week as it has done for years. Ask for a
leaflet of the many things he also offers, like bread, eggs, cream, soft drinks
and more, by leaving him a note or telephoning 01299 879076.
Broomfields Farm Shop of Holt Heath are stiil offering a wonderful choice to
those lucky enough, and living near enough, to be able to go there. (They are
on the right once you have crossed the bridge at Holt.) . Telephone them to
place your order on 01905 620 233 and you can collect the following day and
pay over the phone. They will put the box in your boot. They also have farm
and garden supplies and dog and cat food in the other building on the same
site [The general manager of both is Andy Pound.]
Checketts of Ombersley are also carrying out a delivery and non-contact
collection service and have a wide range of fresh meat and fish and groceries.
Please call 01905 620284. to place your order and book a slot for yourself,
friend, neighbour, or family member. They stock fresh meat, fish, fruit,
vegetables, bread, homemade ready meals and convenience items.
If you can’t get to us – Checketts will come to you!!
Minimum spend applies. Free Delivery within a 10-mile radius.

Continued on Page 10
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Continued from Page 9

COOK’S GARDEN CENTRE (Stourport) IS NOW CLOSED BUT HOME DELIVERY
IS AVAILABLE. Please do not email orders through as they are very busy on
the phone and do not always see them. Please ring 01299 826169 to place
orders for delivery. They have plants available and some seeds as well as
bags of seed, potting and other composts and farmyard manure. Thank you!
Oh, and Blue Cedars at Wilden Top still have perennials, fuchsias and
geraniums available and plants for hanging baskets. There is a one-way
system round the nursery. Open Monday to Saturday from 8.30am –
3.30pm.
And, to complement this article, we hope you will enjoy the following poem,
which we are using with permission from its author, Craig Nicholl of the
Four-Square parishes.
It might have been written with our current situation in mind!
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SPOILT FOR CHOICE
I need some more food to help feed my brood
But I cannot decide where to shop.
There’s store after store, and they keep building more.
When on earth are, they going to stop?
So, I’ll write them all down, then go off to town
And be out for the rest of the day.
My list is quite long, and it’s probably wrong But it’s ok for now anyway.
So……………
Hey diddle diddle, There’s Asda and Lidl
And Tesco and Sainsbury’s as well.
Then, as everyone knows, there’s always Waitrose
And Morrison’s eager to sell,
There’s Subway and Londis, and then there’s my fondest,
Yes, Aldi is high on the list.
There’s shop after shop – if you count the Co-op –
And M&S that I so nearly missed.
But- hang on – silly me; I only need tea
And some milk and a nice loaf of bread,
So, to hell with the giants, I’ll show some defiance
And go to Lord Morton’s instead.
Material collected by Caroline Boughton-Thomas in support of the
local businesses mentioned – with thanks!
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News from Hartlebury Church of England Primary School
It’s good to be back!
We hope you are all well and keeping yourselves safe.
As you know, we at Hartlebury Church of England Primary School, have
remained open during the lock down period to provide vital care for Key
Workers and vulnerable children. Our fabulous team have been supporting
these families, so that they can still go to work, caring for our community,
contributing to the health service and other essential services. We joined with
Wilden All Saints CE Primary School to provide this care and have had
between 10 and 15 children each day. They have made new friends, whilst still
socially distancing! The children were amazing! They demonstrated resilience
and positivity each day, and we are all very proud of from their fabulous
attitudes!
Now we face new challenges! We are back to school for Reception, Year 1 and
Year 6.
We have organized the classes into Pods and the children who returned on
June 1st were fantastic! They are happy to see their friends and teachers again,
and ready to learn with great enthusiasm! It really is a pleasure to see them all
and feel a little like our Hartlebury family again!
We would like to welcome our new Reception / Nursery Leader, Mrs Anneka
Hall, who started with us after Easter. It has been a very strange beginning for
Mrs Hall who has now, finally been able to meet some of the children in her
class. Mrs Hall reports that children, parents and staff have all made her feel
very welcome and she is looking forward to meeting the rest of our fantastic
community as soon as she can!
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With great sadness I have to inform you that a member of our school sadly
died during the time we have been experiencing lock down. AJ Buck, was a
bright, cheerful little boy that was full of fun! He was a member of our
Nursery class and was a pleasure to teach. AJ suffered a terrible accident,
which tragically resulted in the loss of his life.
A funeral was held at St James Parish Church, which was attended by close
family. Staff were able to pay tribute to AJ and marked his last journey by the
road side as he arrived at church. We would like to send his parents and all
his family our most sincere condolences and assure them that AJ will always
be in our hearts and prayers.
We would like to share with you some great news! Miss Branagh (our Year 6
teacher) and her partner Mr Greg Wall have become engaged! We would like
to send Miss Branagh our CONGRATULATIONS! What exciting news! I’m sure
you will agree it’s lovely to hear of something so positive and joyous at this
otherwise very strange time!
Finally, we would all like to send a BIG THANK YOU to you! We at Hartlebury
Church of England Primary School very much appreciate all the support the
community have shown us during the lockdown period! Thank you again to
our fabulous Hartlebury community.
Take care and stay safe!
Claire Grand,
Head of School,
Hartlebury Church of England Primary
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Hedgerow Ramblings
Dear Villagers,
Having promised to carry on with my tale of Charlotte Bronte and ‘diseases
of the period’ I’m wondering if it’s all a little bleak? This may be in part
because it is raining heavily outside as I type, whereas for weeks we seem to
have had unbroken sunshine.

I’ll finish Charlotte’s story off quite swiftly and will just mention two
important parts of her story as an adult. The first is worth mentioning in this
modern era of female emancipation, to remind us of how much our
attitudes have altered towards female authors.
Charlotte had written to Robert Southey, the popular poet of the era and
someone she admired very much, to ask his opinion about her writing. The
reply was this: ‘‘Literature cannot be the business of a woman’s life and ought not to be.
The more she is engaged in her proper duties, the less leisure will she have
for it even as an accomplishment and a recreation.’’ Luckily, she ignored this
advice and we can assume many more folk have heard of Charlotte than
they have Robert Southey!
In the space of eight months in 1848 and 1849 Charlotte went through three
bereavements. Branwell had become addicted to drink and laudanum and
died first, aged 31. Shortly afterwards Emily’s health deteriorated, and she
died of TB at home. Then Anne died in Scarborough of the same disease,
aged 29. Charlotte, already a serious and melancholy woman, was utterly
grief-stricken and could not write.
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As many of you may know, Charlotte married her Father’s curate in 1854, a
happy union as it allowed her to remain in Haworth. Tragically her ensuing
pregnancy was exceedingly difficult, and she endured an extreme case of
morning sickness which led to her death, aged 39.
It must have been a very sombre house thereafter with Patrick Bronte and
his son-in-law, the curate, living together with their loss.
You may be reflecting on the tragedy of such a talented group unable to
overcome the diseases, Branwell’s addictions and lack of maternity care
which afflicted them. It is astonishing that Patrick lived to 84, out surviving
all of his 6 children.

.

So, we must be grateful for cleaner lives, better education and the NHS, as
I’m sure we all are. It’s worth remembering, so many diseases are treatable,
most babies live, our lives are, in most cases, long and fruitful.
What endures from the Bronte sisters is their writing which, despite the
shortness of their lives, has enriched our literary heritage and captured our
collective imagination. No small achievement for mere northern females!
Keep your spirits up.
Hermione.
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HAVE YOU SECURED YOUR RECEPTION PLACE FOR
SEPTEMBER 2020?
Although applications have closed and places allocated, we will
happily show you around and help you through this process.
It’s never too late to find the best school matched to
your child’s personality and needs.

Hartlebury Church of England Primary School
Parents wanting places in our Early Years Unit for their youngest children
need to apply directly to the school office- we are registering children now
for September and filling up rapidly!

•
•
•

We offer places for children in their pre-school year
We offer excellent staff/children ratios of approximately 1:7
We offer amazing indoor and outdoor facilities, with great outdoor
learning opportunities.
• We offer complete wrap around care from 7.30am-6.00pm, supported
by familiar staff for our youngest children from the Early Years Unit
We offer a nurturing village school environment, at the centre of the village
community
But don’t take our word for it; come and visit! You will always be very
welcome and we’re sure you will leave thinking this is a great place to
learn and make friends! We do!
To arrange a visit please contact our school office on 01299 250312 or
email office@hartlebury.worcs.sch.uk
20
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MARK WILLIAMS FIPW &
LAUREN WILLIAMS MIPW
PROFESSIONAL WILLWRITERS
“40years legal experience as a Detective
Superintendent & now as a Professional
Willwriter, means you can definitely trust
Mark to write your Will”

Wills or Powers of Attorney from £95
Free Will Reviews, Probate Support,
Care Home Fee Avoidance,
& Big Savings on Funeral Plans

Instructions taken in the comfort
of your own home
T: 01299 251442 M: 07966
053887
E: mark@ambalegalservices.co.uk
W: ambalegalservices.co.uk
Trading Standards Institute
Approved
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Ombersley Family Dental Practice
Mrs Andy Wright B.D.S. (Edin)

A friendly private practice specialising in
preventive dental care for all the family in a happy
relaxed atmosphere
New patients welcome.
Cosmetic treatments including whitening
Sports gum-shields for all ages in various colours and designs
Same day emergency appointments
Large car park
Racks Lane, Ombersley, Nr Droitwich, Worcs. WR9 0EN
Tel: 01905 621881

www.ombersleyfamilydental.co.uk
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News from our other School in
Hartlebury The New Elizabethan
School

Staff at Cambian New Elizabethan School continue to be proud and amazed
by the work our students have been doing and their dedication to their
education.
Staff have started to welcome back a small amount of students making sure
their safety is put first and social distancing is observed. Classrooms have
been rearranged and furniture removed, the classrooms are looking very
different and students have amazed us at how accepting they have been
about the new school life.
Students at home continue with their virtual lessons and fun activities and
challenges that are being sent home for them and are looking forward to
joining their friends when we start to get back to normal school life
(whenever that may be).

Keep safe everyone
and try to enjoy yourselves.
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As many Hartlebury residents will know, Hartlebury Castle was the home of
the Bishops of Worcester for over 1000 years. In 2007 there was a risk that
the Castle would be sold for
development, but it was saved when local
people came together to form the charitable trust. With a grant from the
National Lottery Heritage Fund, the Hartlebury Castle Preservation Trust
bought the site and, in 2018, opened it as a visitor attraction.
We know that many people have gone a little stir crazy during lockdown, so
Hartlebury Castle Preservation Trust are delighted to say that volunteers will
be opening the gardens and grounds to the public, from June 19th (11a.m. to
4.p.m) on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays. There is no admission charge, but
donations will be greatly appreciated. Toilets, ice creams, cold drinks and
plenty of hand sanitiser will be available.
Clearly, all events planned during the lockdown were cancelled. The Trust is
dependent on income from admissions, events, the shop, and café and from
private hires such as parties and weddings. With the cancellations from
lockdown, and the knock-on effect of social distancing requirements over the
summer, Coronavirus has had a massive impact. The stark reality is that the
Castle is again under threat and once again needs the help of the community.
The Trust is looking at every possible way to raise money and has launched a
Crowdfunder campaign which will finish on July 8th.
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Crowdfunding is a really simple way for people to donate to a cause by
clicking a link and providing credit card details to a secure site. If you follow
the link you can see all the comments left by donors and watch the total
grow.
We appreciate that many local people have already supported the appeal
online or in person, but you can also help by circulating this link to friends
and contacts and on social media.
Hartlebury Castle has been recognised by Visit England as a “Hidden Gem”.
Please help us ensure that it does not become a “lost gem”
Follow this link to see the Crowdfunder.
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/help-hartlebury-castle-survive-coronavirus
-1
Please come along and visit the grounds at the weekends. You may even be
lucky enough to spot our new residents!

26

DEFINITION – from the Oxford English Dictionary
“device: something made for particular purpose”
“leave a person to his or her own devices: leave a person to do as he or she wishes”

I think we have had rather too much of that in the last three months. There
is a danger that one has become somewhat ill-disciplined and aimless during
lockdown or has even done ridiculous things.

The other day I caught myself holding my house telephone to my ear with my
left hand while I listened to instructions, my mobile in my right hand from
which to read a code which was being sent so that I could enter it into my
computer – for I (now!) know not what.
I do know that it seemed terribly important at the time, but the whole
experience left me feeling utterly exhausted and had taken up what
seemed to be half the morning. Much of my life now seems to be taken
up with “devices”, all of which work slightly differently and all of which
seem to demand attention – and comprehension – immediately.
Talk about fiddling while Rome burns!
Caroline Boughton-Thomas
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Vitamin F is really good for us.

Why do I have a variety of friends who are all so different in
character? How can I get along with them all? I think that each one helps
to bring out a "different" part of me.
With one of them I am polite. I joke with another friend. I sit down and
talk about serious matters with a third. With another I laugh a lot. I may
have a drink with another one. I listen to one friend's problems. Then I
listen to another one's advice for me.
My friends are all like pieces of a jigsaw puzzle. When completed, they form
a treasure box. A treasure of friends! They are my friends who understand
me better than myself, who support me through good days and bad
days. We all pray together and for each other.
Real Age doctors tell us that friends are good for our health. Dr. Oz calls
them Vitamin F (for friends) and counts the benefits of friends as essential
to our wellbeing. Research shows that people in strong social circles have
less risk of depression and terminal strokes. If you enjoy Vitamins F
constantly, you can be up to 30 years younger than your real age. The
warmth of friendship stops stress and even in your most intense moments it
decreases the chance of a cardiac arrest or stroke by 50%. I'm so happy
that I have a stockpile of Vitamin F! If you don’t start your stockpile
immediately. It’s never too late. But now is a really good time to begin.
In summary, we should value our friends and keep in touch with them. We
should try to see the funny side of things and laugh together and pray for
each other in the tough moments.
Contributed by a friend.
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Answers to Vera’s
June Quiz….

CARL The name is spelled out by the first letter of the first profession, the
second letter of the second profession, the third letter of the third
profession and so on.
Rebecca
October - because it has 31 days plus an extra hour gained when the clocks
go back.

Answer 1. Subtract 4, divide by 2, subtract 4, divide by 2 and so on.
Neither. All fish are cold-blooded.
False teeth
Generation gap

ill in bed

The third. Lions that haven’t eaten in three years are dead.
Denzil Xavier
S and T
Take two letters, miss one. Take another two letters, miss two
and so on: AB (miss C) DE (miss FG) HI ((miss JKL) MN (miss OPQR) ST
10 T0 10
Hand (Backhand) (Handsome)
Mangetout starting at ‘m’ in man – follow every letter to the end of the
sentence.
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THE HISTORY OF HARTLEBURY HISTORY SOCIETY
In March 1996 it was decided to form a History Society in the village and the
initial meeting was held in the Lindsey Room at the church. There were
about 35 people in attendance and with an overwhelming vote in favour,
the Society was created.
Ten people agreed to form a committee and it was agreed that we should
join the Worcestershire Local History Forum which has been a good source
of information besides allowing us to keep in touch with other societies.
The aims of the society are quite wide, but the general commitment is to
research local – and not quite so local – history, and record the findings for
future reference. The success of any society depends on the commitment of
its’ members and so we need a good size of membership. This has fallen
over the years and we are now quite a small group so much less research is
ongoing which is a shame. We meet regularly on the third Thursday evening
of most months at the Parish Hall and we have a speaker. It is sometimes
difficult to find someone new at a price we can afford to come to entertain
us – though we do have some regulars - more of that later.
We have an annual general meeting when the new committee is elected and
decisions regarding finances etc. are made – just like most local societies.
One of our biggest regrets is that we have so few younger people joining us,
and this is the experience of many societies throughout the country.
Whether this period of “lockdown” will encourage people to do more in the
community remains to be seen- I am ever hopeful!
Very few of our founding committee are still in the village – some have
moved away, and we are all getting older. We have sadly lost Chris Yeats
and George Ward and Walter Tinley, to name but a few, and they are
greatly missed.
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We have a wide range of topics with which the speakers entertain us. Some
of our ‘regulars’ are particularly popular and I am sure we all remember
Max Keen and Ian Bott, especially, who give us history in such a humorous
and informative way. Some of our own members have also given
presentations, David Simons in particular, and a fairly recent ‘find’ is Tim
Cornah, a local archaeologist, whom we have enjoyed listening to – and, I
think, allowing him to ‘cut his speaking teeth’ as it were, because we were
the first group to enjoy his work.
We have quite an extensive archive which we are always happy to add to –
it is kept at the Parish Hall so not easy to access just at the moment – and it
is there for members and others to consult through a member of the
committee. We have an eclectic collection of photographs, memoirs, some
family history, many details of Hartlebury life and so on. We also have a
website at hartleburyhistorysociety.org.uk on which you will find lots of
interesting things about the Society and the village and surrounding areas.
The email address of our secretary, Carol Priest, is also listed on the site.
As soon as possible we will resume normal service, as it were, and will
become functional again – please give a thought about coming to a meeting
so that you can see what we do and who we are – everyone is welcome –
history in Hartlebury is not DULL!!
Maggie Herbert
Chairman
01299 250598 or peardoc@aol.com
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Hartlebury’s Community Cafe
Well, this old virus meant we have had to be closed-up since late March.
We were very sad…
but, we are really hoping that as things begin to move forward with COVID
in the next few weeks we will be able to safely open our doors again.

We really want to be able to welcome our regulars back and to offer anyone
that safe-but-fun opportunity to get out and socialise.
We are hoping we might be able to open in August.
This, of course, depends on government restrictions being lifted. So, keep
an eye on the Parish Hall website for up to date information.

In the meantime, keep safe and healthy and remember one day
this will get better.
Cath Holden
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Hartlebury WI

Strange times for all concerned. Whether you have been shielding, selfisolating, furloughed or just going to work as normal our lives have
drastically changed. On leaving the house you check whether you have two
extra items in your bag or pockets, hand sanitizer and masks! Three
months or so ago none of us envisaged or had any idea of how our lives
would be so affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.
All WI meetings, trips and events have currently been cancelled but
Hartlebury WI is looking forward to a meeting on Wednesday 9 September
at 7.30 pm but who knows if this will happen or even be allowed. However,
the committee did have a get-together in the garden of a member’s home
this month, and it was good to catch up with everyone. Members following
strict guidelines of taking their own drinks and chairs with social distancing
no problem in the garden.
Lots of ideas flowed about celebrating the WI Hartlebury centenary during
2021. The idea had been put forward that ten roses under the WI name of
“Inspiration” could perhaps be planted in the grounds of Hartlebury Castle.
This particular rose is an upright, deciduous shrub with thorny stems
bearing pinnate leaves divided into ovate, toothed, semi-glossy, dark green
leaflets and, from summer into autumn, lightly fragrant, fully double,
salmon-pink flowers, yellow at the base of the petals. We are currently
researching this idea, so watch this space!
Another proposal that has been mooted is the publication of a WI
Centenary book covering all aspects of WI life in and around the village over
the decades. We would love to hear from anyone who may have warm
memories of their grandmother/mother/sister being a WI member. Perhaps a WI recipe is a family favourite that could be included in the book.
Please send in your memories to hartleburywi@gmail.com or ring Marion
Inman on 01299 250175 for a chat.
Lorraine Purcell
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Footpaths Matter
Another month gone already! I am so busy doing nothing that I think I will
be forced to get up earlier in the morning to fit everything in! Priorities
change as well, focus changes from where to buy lavatory paper to where
can I buy a face mask? The other day I re stocked on loo paper and felt very
smug as I helped myself from a shelf completely heaving with the stuff.
There must be people who overstocked at a high price and who will not be
buying any more for months or even years! What I don't understand is that
Mr. Tesco knows precisely what I eat and what I drink and how much
because he gives me bonus points. Why couldn't he just continue to deliver
me my normal order in a timely fashion instead of not even coming back to
me with a home delivery date? In any event, my mate Dom at Majestic has
stepped up to the mark and Tesco are the losers! Dom seems really
interested in my tastes and requirements and is most encouraging! He must
think I am likely to be a good customer, perhaps it is the permanent red
wine stain on my tongue that gives me away?
While walking some of our paths I have noticed that since Covid and lock
down there has been an increase in the use of our footpaths, probably
doubled. I have also noticed that there seems to be more traffic around the
perimeter of the fields with walkers seemingly wandering at will. There
were so many I wondered whether this was because they had received
special permission from the farmers. I mentioned this to a couple of my
contacts, and they assured me this was not the case. I then spoke to my
brother in law who has a farm in Hampshire. He said that usage of his
bridleways and footpaths had also probably more than doubled since the
lock down. He has also noticed that there has been less respect for the
Countryside Code. People walking anywhere without consideration for
crops and having picnics even in the centre of a field, generally not being
aware of their responsibilities and probably not regular walkers. He never
used to worry about a few people walking on paths that were not Rights of
Way, but he says there are now so many that he is putting Private signs up
because he is concerned that they will get into the habit and continue to
trespass even after the end of lock down. Most of our farmers work to and
comply with best practice with respect to maintaining and re-instating the
Rights of Way across their land. It is the least that we can do to make sure
that WE comply with OUR obligations, keep to the paths, and keep our dogs
on a lead. Dogs, please make sure that you keep your owners on a lead and
ensure that they clear up after you! (AND TAKE IT HOME)
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On one of my monitoring walks I was walking past Titton Barracks when I
was invited to have a look inside by Judy Law. Thanks Judy and how
interesting! The whole of the cellar is one long room with a beautiful brick
lined vaulted ceiling. This had foundations of sandstone blocks in places and
the ceiling had old cast iron hooks and rings set into it. Evidently the
building was used as a prison and customs house as well as a barracks! I
wonder if the customs house was set up to collect taxes from the river traffic
or on goods coming across the ford on the River Severn near to
Redstone Rock, or both?
I am daring to hope that the incidence of fly tipping has decreased since lock
down. Not so littering. I haven't checked, but a chippy must have opened
somewhere. Just one portion of fish and chips wrapping creates much
wastepaper, but a family of four creates a real mountain of litter
especially if it is thrown out of a car! How ignorant is that? I now notice that
as well as wipes being discarded in the lanes, these are now being joined
with surgical gloves. Why? Perhaps I am just becoming neurotic and I should
completely ignore the litter in future??
I had thought that all our paths were in reasonable order, a good drought
keeping growth nicely under control. Three days of rain later and they are
nearly impassable in places. Even when strimmed within the last 2 weeks,
the grass and nettles have been flattened by the rain and there is a near
impenetrable mat of soaking undergrowth and overhead there are
branches hanging low ready to dump water down your neck if they are
disturbed. The brambles, you can almost see them growing! Perhaps the
blackberries will be good this year as compensation! Hey Ho, I must get
some more petrol and strimmer cord and do some serious damage with the
Stihl.
A few more things. First, thanks to Sandra and Geoff of geo caching fame.
They are going to check all their caches are OK and then open them all to the
geo caching public! If you don't know what geo caching is google it and give
it a try, a good excuse to get out into the Countryside (or towns, they are
everywhere. Some people just collect caches that are in churches!). Next,
had we had the Pound the Bounds walk on June 6th., the weather would
have been perfect!
Continued on Page 36
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Continued from Page 35

Finally, I was emailed and asked if there was such a thing as a local book of
walks! YES, surely everyone knows! Available from
Stourport Library, Whitlenge Gardens, Tuesday morning coffee mornings at
the Parish Hall (when it re-opens) and from Jag at Hartlebury Village stores
and Post Office! £10.00 and all proceeds to St. Richard's Hospice.
The County Countryside Team have all been working from home during this
lock down. I was trying to establish how many Parishes there are in
Worcestershire, my contact wasn't sure, but I think it must be about 168!
That is many Parishes for County to monitor and support. When walking and
driving round the County I always have a look to see what is happening by
way of maintenance and investment in other Parishes and I feel annoyed if
others seem to have more signs, gates, steps or other infrastructure
investment than ourselves. There are some Parishes where nothing seems to
have happened and where the paths are badly overgrown. Upon
reflection I think we are getting more than our fair share of what scarce
resources are available!
John Denby. Footpath Warden.
01299 250429. aquadeus@hotmail.com
To report footpath problems, as well as copying me in, please send to:.
https://e-services.worrcestershire.gov.uk/onlinereporting/findlocation.aspx?
faulttype=8
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Hartlebury Common Local Group
Walking on Hartlebury Common is a relatively easy way to experience some
different natural habitats: rare sandy heathland, Worcestershire's only area
of bog, an ancient pond (Rush Pool), a mini-fenland at Hilditch and
deciduous woodlands on most of its borders. Although seeing many of its
inhabitants is not always easy, just knowing that we have such a diverse
range of flora and fauna successfully living nearby could be something to be
proud of; proud, too, of the beautiful landscapes we have there.
This pretty photograph of a quiet corner of the Common shows the Broom
bushes in full flower (and some older Gorse flowers) this spring – just
imagine the many small invertebrates and micro-organisms living within this
scene. The photographer, Mike Lomax, might have been looking to record
some of the butterfly numbers at the time.

Broom bushes in full flower on Hartlebury Common (May 2020)
Myself, being quite a poor wildlife spotter, I have recently changed tactics
and enjoyed many ‘Dawn Chorus’ walks on my own and so can concentrate
on seeing all around me (on accompanied country walks, I’ve only ever
remembered the conversation – all else was a blank!). The great cacophony
of morning sound I was taking in came from all those little birds I would
hardly ever see.
I'm getting to know different songs, though very slowly – have finally
learned the Chiff-chaff (a migrant warbler) and was quite excited when I
could clearly hear different males every 100 metres, or so. One time, and
only following the sounds, I was trying to glimpse a woodpecker in a tree
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above and see a cuckoo in the next large tree at the same time. I didn't
manage either, but the experience of hearing them was enough.
I must say that I felt good after each walk. My enthusiasm, during this long
lockdown, must have shown, because one evening my grand-daughter said
that she, too, would like to go on a walk in the morning! Remarkably, we
were on the Common by 5.30 am. Armed with a camera, she got plenty of
shots of little rabbits, a movie of a group of flying swans and even some dogs
(with their owners, of course)! No cuckoo sounds that morning, though - the
first time for a month! I was disappointed; but, just before leaving, overhead,
with its long legs sticking right back, we saw a Grey heron. It seems that
wildlife spotting is often the case of ‘expect the unexpected’ - as long as you
are mindful of your natural surroundings.
In Hartlebury Common Local Group, we have been, fortunate to have had
talks from speakers specialising in particular wildlife types. Some are also
members of the group and have posted beautiful photographs and recorded
sightings of species on our website and Facebook page.
Recently, we learned of various dragonflies and damselflies in the different
wetland habitats; we’ve had visits from ravens and even a peregrine falcon.
A recurrence here of Tower Mustard (a plant, in the UK, only found in Norfolk
and a few other Kidderminster area locations), demonstrates the extraspecial nature of this environment.
Walking gives me time to remember the work of the volunteers who help
look after the Common: the litter pickers of all ages, the ladies who dug the
wooden bollards in at the car park and the pathways and overgrowth kept
clear. If only we had posters of these acts of kindness to welcome motorists
entering the car parks! Discussion with the council has indicated that
volunteering will not be possible on the Common for some time - due to
simply getting their own staffing levels back to normal.
Our meetings and outdoor events have also, unfortunately, had to be
cancelled – until at least the end of the summer. Please have a look at
Hartlebury Common Local group Facebook page and our website hartleburycommon.org to find out much more about Hartlebury Common
and the group’s activities and to join us.
We wish you all well during these changed times.
Michael Howard
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TMS Carpentry, Joinery
and Building Maintenance
Est 1990

All types of Carpentry & Joinery
Fitted Wardrobes
Sash Windows Repaired or Replaced
External and internal Doors
Security locks
Painting and Decorating
Local Friendly and reliable service
For a free, no obligation quote contact Mark
Tel 01905 620374 mobile 07900 268075
Email: tmsholder@gmail.com

Jem Groves
Interior/exterior
Decorator

The Cottage, Low Hill,
Torton, Hartlebury,
Worcs DY10 4HT
Email:
office@catkinscattery.net
www.catkinscattery.net

high quality workmanship
carried out in a clean and
professional manner
free quotations

Purpose built
luxury boarding cattery
for special guests
Tel: 01299 250472

home 01562 637609
mobile 07980425813
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Vera’s Quiz…
Keeping your mind busy
and active !

Can you change MICE into RATS, one letter at a time?
What number should replace the question mark?
3
7
6
2 8 4
6 9 3
1 ? 2
Sally, Linda and Eric have £28 between them. Sally has twice as much as
Eric, who has twice as much as Linda. How much has Eric?
True or False?
A person who cannot hear at all is said to be as deaf as an adder.
Only the female mosquito ever bites you.
A shepherd had 17 sheep. All but nine died. How many did he have left?
A choice of two roads lies ahead of you. Break the code to find out which
one to take.
Trap - knee
leek- fate
head-nude
food-rake
inns-tool
tool-wind
Answer the eight clues by unscrambling the letters and adding a letter at
each end. A tree’s name will appear down the first and last column.
? E D N A ? bicycle for two
? D E N G ? items for discussion
? I O S D ? fashionable
? IGDA?
slow musical piece
? TINA ?
sailor
? U N A G ? lizard
?OASE?
time of the year
?EIND?
gland in the body
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Edwin Harris & Sons
Funeral Directors
1 Crane Street, Kidderminster
Worcs DY11 6XT

Kidderminster : 01562 822625 / 823570
Bewdley & Stourport: 01299 829873
We are a well established independent
family run business covering all areas of
Worcestershire & the West Midlands.
Circa 1897. Advice always available.
Home visits arranged as required. Prepaid funeral plans are advanced as part of
our service.

Private Chapel of Rest
Customer Care Award Winners 2011
E-mail: contact us@edwinharris.co.uk
Visit our website: www.edwinharris.co.uk
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Hartlebury Gardening Club

Improve your garden, improve the environment, and save the planet
Gardeners love plants and spend many hours preparing the ground,
nurturing, protecting, watering, feeding, staking, and talking to them. Even
those who don’t have the time, the space, or the interest, will try to
maintain a few easy- maintenance flowers and maybe a small lawn for the
children to play on.
Growing things, watching the changes, being part of nature – seems to be
good for the soul. Over the last few months more people than ever before
will have spent more time in their gardens. Lockdown has reduced our
movements, isolated us from friends and family and in many cases given us
more time. The weather has been warm and sunny, and we have noticed
the loud birdsong, the buzz of bees, maybe for the first time in a long time.
For the first time I have seen a fox in my garden in the middle of the
afternoon. An exceptionally large, colourful, and noisy male pheasant has
strutted around at various times of the day, unconcerned or oblivious to
two cats who tried stalking it but thought better of it when it ignored them.
The pleasure of being able to observe nature close to home, is not something we can take for granted. We know that our climate is changing and
not for the better. Over the last few years, we have had long spells of heat
and drought and torrential rain causing disastrous floods. Each year we
seem to make new records – this year we have had extreme flooding
through the winter; hot dry weather from mid-March to mid-June; followed
by a few days of rain so heavy it brought more than we would expect for the
rest of the year. The havoc caused to our gardens is nothing compared to
how it will affect food production or to the disaster for those who face their
homes and business’s being overcome by sewage contaminated floods for
the third time in less than a year. Whatever problems we have, are also
small compared to the plight of those living in the southern hemisphere or
around the equator.
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This is a global problem, just as the fight against Covid 19 has become a
global problem. They can only be tackled effectively if we work with each
other. We expect our governments to cooperate with others, share our
solutions and educate and inspire their populations to do the same.
So, what are the small actions that we as gardeners may take to save the
environment and possibly the planet?
Peat bogs take thousands of years to form and are scarce and yet thousands
of acres are still being destroyed to provide compost for our gardens. Large
areas of Ireland are left with miles of infertile subsoil which will be barren for
many years.
Compost with ‘reduced peat’ can still contain a large percentage of peat.
Peatless compost has improved greatly and will continue to if we buy it.
Insecticides and herbicides are poisons. They will kill aphids on your roses
but will also kill ladybirds which would have eaten the aphids. They may kill
bees, wasps, lacewings, butterflies, spiders, worms, and many others who
pollinate, control the populations of other gardener enemies, look pretty,
provide food for birds and breakdown dead plant and animal matter.
Some of these poisons have been found to be carcinogenic or persist in the
soil and in the food chain so animals who eat them also become ill or die.
We hear ‘expert’ speakers who tell us that ‘the best way to get rid of a pest is
chemical X which you can’t get hold of anymore but I still have a can in the
shed’ sadly these people are a dying breed!
Everyone seems to love a hedgehog but rarely see them these days -slug
pellets will kill them and yet hedgehogs eat slugs.
Enough of all this doom and gloom -what can we do to improve our
gardens, improve the environment, and save the planet?

Have a pond!

Continued on Page 46
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A pond is one of the best things you can do for wildlife in your garden.
Intensive farming, development and drainage has caused the loss of many
ponds, rivers and streams which in turn has been linked to a huge decline in
wildlife.
Remember watching tadpoles gradually turning into frogs as a child? Very
few of you will have seen them recently. For a healthy garden we need to
have a habitat which encourages as many different species as possible, where
populations are controlled naturally by their predators. A pond attracts all life
to drink and bathe – great for bird watching and some of those birds will be
eating insects and others dispersing seeds. Amphibians – frogs, newts and
toads are also insect eaters who will travel up to 500m to find a good home.
Often, they lay eggs in temporary ponds which will dry up in warm dry
weather. As this could now be in April, the tadpoles are less likely to turn into
frogs in time.
The more gardens that have ponds, the easier it becomes for amphibians to
travel to another pond and the same applies to hedgehogs who need to drink
water regularly.

You may not have the space for a big pond or perhaps you are worried about
the safety of small children, but your pond needn’t be big. You can make a
pond out of a washing up bowl, a tin bath, an old sink or a plastic trug. Any
watertight container with a wide neck, so wildlife can get in and out, is fine
and shape doesn’t really matter. Dig a hole and sink your pond in so that
creatures can get in and out. Rainwater is better than tap water – if you only
have tap water leave it for a few days before putting in a few stones and two
or three pond plants. No fish as they will eat tadpoles and eggs, but you could
have a separate pond for fish.
Then just watch and wait. Wildlife will fly and walk in of their own accord.
Spring Watch and Countryfile have both recently talked about the benefits of
ponds and mini ponds. The Wildlife Trust is also promoting them – you can
get more information on pond building on their website:
wildaboutgardens.org.uk
Perhaps you could make more than one mini pond, they are cheap and even
easier to take care of. The world inside will fascinate you and will help
improve the environment through biodiversity and save the planet!
Pat Jewkes
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Colouring for Adults—Mandalas and other images
These days, colouring isn't just for children, especially during the
Coronavirus lockdown. Some say adult colouring books help them cope with
anxiety, and experts agree there's plenty of evidence to support that notion.
What's more, the best adult colouring books are far from basic—the
advanced options are full of beautiful and intricate designs.
What piqued my interest was an article on mandalas. The word mandala
comes from Sanskrit, literally meaning ‘circle’. Circles are magical, without
beginning and end. The basic form can be found in many ancient mandalas,
but there are many more variants.

Continued on Page 48

48

Continued from Page 47

Colouring mandalas is an activity everyone can enjoy.
• Because the mandala isn’t a literal representation of reality, children
can fully enjoy their creativity. There are no right or wrong colours.
• For adults, mandala colouring can be a great way to unwind by
focussing on patterns, symmetry, and colours.
For our more elderly citizens, colouring mandalas may help keep your
memory in shape.
Mandalas are not the only possibility when it comes to adult colouring.
There are many thousands of line-art images available by using any search
engine on the internet (or go to Just Color at www.justcolor.net).
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These images can be downloaded and printed ready for colouring in.
But what I wanted to do was to use a computer graphics program to colour
line-art pictures. I use an old version of Paintshop Pro—but there are
several alternatives, such as GIMP, Paintnet, Photoshop. To be successful
does require an understanding of layers, opacity, gradients, RGB/HSL, and
file formats.
Examples shown here (and more) can be viewed/downloaded in finished,
coloured form and blank original at www.hartleburyparishhall.co.uk

Mike Tooley
June 2020
50

This space
now available
Call John Hellens
on
01299 251657
for details
(92mm by 60 mm)

Claire Tooley
Booking Secretary
07923 544838

www.hartleburyparishhall.co.uk
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Village Index 2020

Those numbers without a dialling prefix are Hartlebury numbers, if you
dial outside, please begin with 01299
Church
Parish Rector
Rev. Stephen Winter
07773 760899
Church Warden
Mrs Carolyn Gumbley
251148
Magazine Editor
Mrs Ruth Whittaker
ruth.w@live.co.uk
Magazine Advertising
Mr John Hellens
251657
Magazine Distribution
Mrs Val Hardwick
250937
Choir Leader
Mrs Chris Webb
250452
Tower Captain
Mr John Webb
250452
Organist
Mrs Mary Mayo
250871
7 Parishes Office Administrator
Mr Nick Wright
01905 622464
Youth
Hartlebury C of E Primary School
Mrs Claire Grand
250312
Cambian New Elizabethan School
250258
Parent & Toddlers
Greenwoods Children Centre 01527 861063
Cubs & Scouts, St Michael’s Stourport Mr Mark Gould
879918
Guides
Mrs G Sutherland
01562 631452
Venues
County Museum Hartlebury Castle
250416
Village Hall Chairman
Mr Ray Kirby
250995
Village Hall Booking Sec.
Margaret Higson
07923 544838
Clubs & Societies
Gardening Club Chair
Mr Tony Hardwick
250937
W I President
Mrs Marion Inman
250175
History Society Sec.
Mrs Carol Priest
253525
Cutnall Green Young Farmers
Miss Lorna Pritchard
07903 580716
Hartlebury Art Group
Mrs Diane Maughan
250821
Hartlebury Poetry Group
Mrs Diane Maughan
250821
Friends of Bishops Wood
Mr John Rhyme
250513 Ext. 221
Representatives
Member of Parliament
Mr Nigel Huddlestone
02072 195814
Worcestershire County Council
Cllr Peter Tomlinson
01905 621670
Wychavon District Council
Mr Stephen Bateman
07432 227735
Parish Council Chair
Parish Council Clerk
(Acting) Lesley Cleaver
Parish Paths Warden
Mr John Denby
250429
Useful Numbers
Local Bus Timetables
08712 002233 Rail Enquiries
08457 484950
Citizen Advice Bureau
01562 823953 Local Police
01905 725760
Bromsgrove Mobile Library
01527 575855 Tourist Information
404740
Worcester Regulatory Services 01905 822799 wrsenquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk
Environment Agency
0800 80 70 60 enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
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THE PARISH HALL HARTLEBURY
For Future reference—Did you know....you can hire
The Hartlebury Parish Hall from £37 for a 3hr
children’s party? Or £75* from 6-11.45pm inc. Bar
(adults)?
Contact Margaret on 07923 544838 or email at:
bookings@hartleburyparishhall.co.uk

Hartlebury Parish Hall
As you’re all probably aware, the Hall is currently closed
due to the Coronavirus outbreak.
We apologise to all the groups who use our Hall
regularly, and those who book for parties and other
events for the inconvenience and disappointment, but
I’m sure you all recognise the necessity for this to keep
you all safe.
In the meantime, if you want to make enquiries
regarding bookings after we return to normal please
contact Margaret Higson on 07923 544838 or 01299
253043 or email on
bookings@hartleburyparishhall.co.uk.
As soon as we can open our doors again and welcome
you all back, we’ll put a notice on the website.

53

