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Thoughts from the Rector at New Year 2021
I write these words at the beginning of this New Year as I hear that the Prime
Minister is due to address us all at 8 o'clock this evening. I would like to wish
you all the happiest of years, but I recognise that if your year is to be happy
then you and I will have inner work to do. I suspect that the Prime Minister's
news will make us do this work.
I tend to watch a little more television than usual at this time of year. The days
are all too quickly over and the nights are long. There has been a
particular
treasure on early evening television which I confess to have missed the first
time around and that has been the travels of Michael Palin. I suspect that
I missed it because for about ten years or so I was without a television set at
all. I remember that when I was a parent at the school gate waiting to pick up
my children parents would come up to me and ask, “Is it true?” “Is what true?”
I would reply. “Is it true that you don't have a television set?” And I would have
to confess that it really was.
Well, I am making up for this time with some pleasure and I want to share a
particular moment in his journey across the Sahara Desert that has had a
profound effect upon me. Palin arrives at a mining complex at the edge of the
desert in Mauretania, a country that I know almost nothing about. And there
he meets a family who live in a shelter constructed out of the sacking that at
one time contained the explosives used to blast iron ore from the ground. In
his somewhat hesitant French, he asks the woman who lives in this bleak place
with her family sitting about her, “What gives you happiness?” She replies
with a smile of an almost transcendent loveliness.
“Whatever God gives makes me happy.”
Whatever God gives. Is she a living saint? Well, I for one would be honoured to
enter heaven while carrying her luggage. Her radiance and the answer she
gives surely points to an inner beauty. And I do not think that I will ever forget
her words.
“Whatever God gives makes me happy.”
If we are to receive the gift of a happy new year, then we too need to learn to
treasure all that we have as a gift from God. And if a woman, struggling to
survive in a shelter made of explosive sacking on the edge of the desert can
achieve such astonishing happiness then surely so can I, surrounded as I am
with so much prosperity.
The Rev’d Stephen Winter
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FROM THE CHURCHWARDENS
SERVICES
During December, Advent was the ‘focus’ of the Sunday First service.
Christmas readings and music replaced the usual Carol Service and we
celebrated Christmas with a late afternoon Communion Service on Christmas
Eve.
At the end of December, our Rector, Stephen Winter, wrote to the
congregations of the churches in the benefice expressing a view that, with the
increasing numbers of those contracting coronavirus and the subsequent
pressures on the NHS the weekly ‘in person’ services should be suspended for
the foreseeable future. However, funerals can take place but only 30 may
attend with strict social distancing and weddings can be held only
‘in extremis’.
Stephen continues ‘God willing, the combination of both the government's
measures to slow down the spread of the virus and the programme of
vaccination that is already underway will mean that by April at the latest a
large degree of normality will return to our lives. I even hold out hope that
our Easter services will be celebrations of Resurrection in a very particular
way! I am beginning to think about this even now.
‘We have learned to worship together via Zoom, and we can trust that this
will continue to sustain our life together.’
This decision will be reviewed in the middle of February – if there is any
change before the March magazine is available, a notice will be displayed at
the church and in the village shop.
Information about the services, including how to access via Zoom, is
published each week in ‘The Message’, the weekly newsletter which is sent
out from the Benefice office. If you don’t currently receive this, and would
like to, please send an email to Nick Wright, the Benefice Administrator at
parishes7@btinternet.com.
Morning Prayer, at 9.15am on weekdays, continues via Zoom - we remember
daily those who have asked for prayer, those who have died and their families
and, in particular, those who are lonely and isolated.
Carolyn Gumbly and James Horner

.
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Funeral Service at St James followed by
Burial at St Mary’s
17 December 2020
Graham McCarthy

THE SEVEN PARISHES OFFICE

Administrator : Mr Nick Wright

Tel 01905 622464 (please leave a message)
or 07968 531216 (in emergencies only) .
Email: parishes7@btinternet.com
Web:

post: The Seven Parishes Office
c/o The Old Post Office
Cutnall Green
DROITWICH
WR9 0PW

www.7parishes.co.uk

ST JAMES CHURCH
If you wish to book a wedding or a baptism please contact the Seven
Parishes Office.
If you have any queries about your wedding or baptism or wish to speak
to a member of our church, you may contact:
Chris Webb, wedding and baptism co-ordinator on 01299 250452 or
Carolyn Gumbley, churchwarden on 01299 251148
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CHRISTINGLE
For many people, the Christingle Service held on Christmas Eve at St James
signals the beginning of Christmas. Because we are limited in the number of
those who can attend services at St James Church, we were unable to
welcome all those who usually ‘pack’ the church at this time of year to
support the work of the Children’s Society. The local secretary, Claire
Thorley, had the ingenious idea of creating a ‘virtual’ service via YouTube.
Working collaboratively with Meg Martineau (Ombersley Children’s Society
Secretary) and others, the parishes of Hartlebury and Ombersley produced a
shortened service themed around the Angels, using i-movies and filmed
completely on an i-phone, that embodied the essence of our community and
our usual Christingle service, that could be watched from home. The film was
uploaded to YouTube for the usual service time of 4pm on Christmas Eve and
over the following couple of weeks was viewed more than 200 times, raising
just over £500 for the Children’s Society.
Thank you to all those who contributed so generously.
Carolyn Gumbley and James Horner
Christingle Service
Thank you, Claire , for our unique, online, Christingle
Service on Christmas Eve. Since we were unable to have the usual
service in Church, your efforts and resourcefulness in putting the
Christingle online, made it a pleasure to watch, with music and
visuals, put together beautifully for us all to enjoy and take part.
At this difficult time, it’s good to know that The Children’s Society
will benefit because their work is even more important now.
Eileen Aitken

*****
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READINGS FOR SUNDAYS IN FEBRUARY
Sunday 7 February
Proverbs 8.22-31; Colossians 1.15-20, John 1.1-14
2nd Sunday before Lent
Sunday 14 February
2 Kings 2.1-12; 2 Corinthians 4.3-6; Mark 9.2-9
Sunday next before Lent
Sunday 21 February
Genesis 9.8-17; 1 Peter 3.18-22; Mark 1.9-15
Lent 1
Sunday 28 February
Genesis 17.1-7,15-16; Romans 4.13-25; Mark 8.31-38
Lent 2
oo00oo
Carolyn Gumbley and James Homer
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The following may lighten the mood of poetry lovers and
even raise a smile about our continued predicament:

Lockdown poem
I won't arise and go now and go to Innisfree.
I’ll sanitise the doorknob and make a cup of tea.
I won't go down to the sea again, I won't go out at all,
I'll wander lonely as a cloud from the kitchen to the hall.
There's a green-eyed yellow monster to the north of Kathmandu.
But I won’t be seeing him just yet and nor, I think will you.
While the dawn comes up like thunder on the road to Mandalay
I'll make my bit of supper and eat it off a tray.
I shall not speed my bonnie boat across the sea to Skye,
Or take the rolling English road from Birmingham to Rye.
About the woodland, just right now, I am not free to go,
To see the Keep Out posters or the cherry tree hung with snow.
And no, I won't be travelling much, within the realms of gold.
Or get to Milford Haven – all that's been, put on hold.
Give me your hands, I shan't request, albeit we are friends,
Nor come within a mile of you, until this nightmare ends!!
Contributed by a Friend (Source unknown)
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Hartlebury Parish Magazine
Planning Our Future
In our December issue we announced that the HPM review group
had started work on thinking about the future of our magazine.
We invited readers to share their thoughts on all aspects of the
magazine and have been very pleased with the responses which
have given us both encouragement and ideas for the future.

But, we are eager for more so do contact us with your thoughts.
One subject that we have tackled is to review our editorial policy
which was last considered in June 2011. The policy has been
amended and agreed with the Hartlebury Parochial Church Council
as follow:
‘Hartlebury Parish Magazine is published by the Parochial Church
Council for two purposes. Firstly to provide support for those seeking
to live their lives as Christians. Secondly to offer a means of
communication for the parish of Hartlebury.
Inclusion of any article does not imply endorsement of the content
of that article. We make no judgement as to the accuracy of the
articles that appear. If there are any inaccuracies we offer the
opportunity to correct them through the pages of the magazine.
The only alterations to the material submitted that are normally
undertaken are to correct punctuation or spelling. Occasionally, we
may contact a contributor to suggest alterations for instance to fit the
space available.’
More feedback as we make progress!

Write to John Hellens at
hpmreview@gmail.com
Or call

01299 251657

Looking forward to hearing from you!
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Information from Worcester Cathedral

Given the rapidly rising Covid-19 infection rate in Worcester and following
discussion with the Bishop and the City Council, the Worcester Cathedral
Chapter has reluctantly taken the decision to suspend public worship with
immediate effect. The Dean of Worcester, Peter Atkinson, said: “The decision
to suspend public worship at the Cathedral was a difficult one.
Worcester Cathedral has been a place of Christian worship and prayer for
fourteen centuries, and we understand the support and comfort that our
services bring to our community. "However, the safety of our congregation,
staff and volunteers is of paramount importance. We need to keep everyone
safe, support the national effort to stop the spread, and protect the NHS.”
Livestreamed services
The following services will be livestreamed to the Worcester Cathedral Facebook page:
Mondays to Saturdays
8am: Holy Communion
Sundays 10.30am:
Sung Eucharist 4pm:
Evensong (except for Sunday 14 February when there will be no service)
Festival services
Tuesday 19 January: 5.30pm
Sung Eucharist for the Feast of St Wulfstan
Tuesday 2 February: 5.30pm
Sung Eucharist for the Feast of Candlemas
Wednesday 17 February: 5.30pm
Sung Eucharist for Ash Wednesday
Other opportunities for prayer, reflection, and online support
The Cathedral will be open for 11am-1pm Monday to Saturday for individual
prayer and reflection.
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The Worcester Cathedral clergy are also hosting Saturday Morning
Cathedral Online on Saturdays during lockdown – a chance to connect with
the Cathedral community over Zoom. Each week we will include a short talk
on an aspect of Cathedral life, a time to connect over coffee and
conversation, and conclude with prayer. To join these Zoom sessions,
please register your interest on our website.
With thanks to Jeremy Broadway

A better kind of epidemic?
Smiling is infectious,
you catch it like the flu,
When someone smiled at me today,
I started smiling too.
I passed around the corner
and someone saw my grin.
When he smiled I realized
I'd passed it on to him.
I thought about that smile,
then I realized its worth.
A single smile, just like mine
could travel round the earth.
So, if you feel a smile begin,
don't leave it undetected.
Let's start an epidemic quick,
and get the world infected!
Spike Milligan
With thanks to David Simons
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OPEN FOR BUSINESS IN LOCKDOWN 2021

Readers of the magazine who keep their back numbers for reference may
remember that the May and July editions were encouraging us to shop locally
and to support local businesses.. We are repeating below the telephone
numbers of several of these because many are offering a delivery service:
Bannuttree Farm Shop at Cutnall Green – 07887 397757 (will deliver to us).
Bells Farm Shop on Chadwick Bank, Hartlebury (collect from their large car
park) have fresh produce and an excellent butchery – 01299 251364
Checketts of Ombersley – 01905 620284 – are now offering takeaway pies
and pizzas on Fridays and Saturdays from 12 – 8 and on Sundays 12 – 5. Their
butchery and fish counters are well known for their quality.
Broomfield of Holt Heath – 01905 620233 - have a wide and varied selection
of fresh and frozen produce and their butchery section offers excellent
choice, as does their cheese counter..
Robert Darby – 01299 879076 – delivers our daily milk in real glass bottles
and also offers bread, eggs, cream, fruit juice and other items to order.
Wendy and Jag – at the Post Office and Stores – keep their shelves well
stocked at all times and, of course, you can get your daily newspaper and
magazines there, as well as being able to buy a wide range of necessities.
De Beers’ Pensioners’ lunches on a Wednesday are sorely missed and it is
hoped that their Garden Centre and shop at Torton will be able to reopen
fully before too long, so phone 01299 251162 for news once restrictions look
likely to be relaxed. [I bought some lovely things there before Christmas,
including two beautiful hand-woven baskets from a wide choice available, and
I always enjoy looking at Jan Stanton’s Silver Nutmeg “finds”]. There is a nice
range of foodstuffs .
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Creative Landscapes, in Whitlenge Lane, (01299 250720) are open as
regards their landscape department, but sadly it has not been practical for
them to reopen the cafe yet, nor the gardens.
Gardeners will also be looking for reassurance that Blue Cedars Nursery at
Wilden Top (opposite Hilary Road) will be able to offer their home-grown
bedding plants and perennials again this year.. They ran a very well-organised
one way system around the nursery last year, which they plan to repeat.
Many local people have relied on the profusion and quality of their plants for
many years! They say: “not sure about order collection or deliveries yet – we
will let you know”. In a normal year, they would be open in the bedding
season from May to July and their order line is 07554 195406.
Hartlebury Parish Magazine would like to wish all these loyally local
businesses the very best for the coming year and we would encourage
everybody to give them the very highest level of support.
The W.I. are doing a wonderful job of keeping their members feeling looked
after and supported. Members receive a very well-produced newsletter
called “Wanderings” and I find myself looking forward to it – so “thank you,
W.I.”. It is the hundredth anniversary of the W.I. in Hartlebury this year and it
is such a shame that the planned celebrations were not able to go ahead “in
real time”. They did, however, arrange a film night for us to attend on
YouTube, which was very enjoyable. They also performed an excellent
service by telling members about what The Tap House is now doing. The W.I.
held their annual Christmas Party at The Tap House in 2019 and we were very
well looked after by Duncan, who manages what is to all intents and purposes
a pub. David (I don’t know his surname, I’m afraid) is the owner and is also
the owner of the brewery, which is beyond the old station building and
supplies The Tap House with home-brewed ales.

The Tap House is now offering a full takeaway service on Fridays and
Saturdays from 12.30 to 7.30 – but the really good news is that they are
able to deliver and the choice is from a very full menu, which includes the
most excellent fish and chips! I know, because I received an enormous
plateful last Friday for the modest price of £8.50. The takeaway menu is on
their website and they also offer Sunday lunches from 12 to 3 pm. Please
phone them on 253275.
I heartily recommend them.
Caroline Boughton-Thomas
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Hedgerow Ramblings
Dear Villagers,
I believe I may have stated in past articles, I am a big fan of reading Dickens in
the winter months. How much more appealing to escape into his fiction
during a national lockdown?

I’m working through the Dickens canon and would love to finish all fifteen
books; perhaps, in the next decade. I have just completed Martin Chuzzlewit,
a less popular book and one which described itself as a comedy. As ever, the
familiar tropes - human greed and pomposity versus the honourable and selfsacrificing - are present and great wit effected throughout. The names
Dickens chooses are pretty wonderful. Within these pages was a Pecksniff, a
Pinch, a Gamp, a Sweedlepipe and a Spottletoe.
The glory of the tales is that most of them end in a very satisfactory way, with
the awful characters (think of Bill Sikes) getting their comeuppance, and the
virtuous gaining the rewards they are due. If only life was really that
straightforward?!
The reader will almost certainly know that Dickens himself had a rather
complicated life. Born in Portsmouth in 1812, the second of eight children, his
education was patchy and was interrupted abruptly when he was 10, as his
father was taken to Marshalsea debtors’ prison. The need to gain an income
led him to a grim factory in London where he had to work ten-hour shifts
putting paper lids and pasting labels onto ‘Boot Blacking’ pots. The place was
filthy, over-run with rats and made a terrible lasting impression upon him. A
fellow worker who was kind was called Bob Fagin; a name Dickens of course
used in Oliver Twist years after.
He later wrote ‘’ How I could have been so easily cast away at such an age?’’
He was rescued from this punishing schedule when his grandmother died and
left money to his father who was enabled to leave the prison. Dickens went to
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a school in Camden Town which he later described as ‘haphazard’ and run
by a sadistic headmaster. This was material for David Copperfield,
immortalised by Mr Creakle.
Dickens became a philanthropist after many different experiences, not least
spending time as a clerk at Gray’s Inn and a journalist reporting on
parliamentary debates.
He became increasingly aware of the terrors of dire poverty, and once
famous, wrote many letters to parliament to raise awareness of child labour
and the problems of domestic abuse. Naturally his novels were the best way
to reach and educate people and even today they are read with enthusiasm.
Almost everyone will have heard of Nancy (in ‘Oliver Twist’), arguably the
best known of all the abused women in popular literature.
For me, the novels, though wordy and at times sentimental, still deliver
truth about human nature. Generally speaking, greed, selfishness and a love
of wealth do not necessarily lead to happiness; kindness, honesty and social
conscience supply a more satisfactory path. Perhaps it’s too simplistic a
notion - and it didn’t end well for Nancy - but it makes for hopeful reading.
Dickens’ life became hectic with tours, both in the UK and the US. His
separation from his wife and affair with the actress, Ellen Ternan led to
extreme stress and led to his early death from a stroke, at just 58.
For me, and many others, he is a genius and David Copperfield will remain
one of my top ten books of all time. If, dear reader, you are uncertain, give
it a try. It will greatly entertain and will get you through to the Spring.
Keep your spirits up
Hermione.

14

The WI has always thrived through difficult
times. For over 100 years WI members have
remained at the heart of their communities,
keeping everyone connected and supporting
those in need, even in the most challenging
circumstances.

From when the COVID-19 pandemic became embedded in communities WI
members have been showing their resilience and collective strength in
many ways, and we have seen examples of inspiring women across the
country stepping forward to support others. Sewing items for the NHS,
supporting food banks, arranging free book deliveries, creating craft kits
for families home-schooling their children, to using technology to keep
connected to their communities and ensuring that nobody is isolated or in
need. We also have a wonderful network of members working in the NHS
and as key workers, all of whom we are immensely proud.
The very first WI meeting in the UK took place on 16 September 1915.
More than a century later, the world has changed in many ways, but the
WI has been a constant support throughout.
In December Hartlebury WI members generously donated their Secret
Santa presents to West Mercia Women’s Aid, a charity aiming to provide a
safe and
comfortable environment for women and children escaping
domestic abuse. Over the Christmas period the two units in the area,
covering Herefordshire and Worcestershire, had 16 women plus 23
children under their care.

During the COVID pandemic the charity has seen an increased demand for
its services with women at an additional risk of violence and abuse,
perhaps isolating in a house with an abusive individual and being isolated
from their support networks.
Lorraine Purcell
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Dear Members of Hartlebury WI
Charitable Donation of Christmas gifts –Hartlebury WI.
I am writing to thank you and all at Hartlebury WI for your kind donation of
gifts for the families spending Christmas in refuge. We really are very
grateful for your generous support throughout the years as without these
kind donations we would not be able to provide the service we do here at
West Mercia Women’s Aid. These gifts will help us make Christmas in
refuge extra special.
Our Chief Executive and the Board Members would also like to pass on their
thanks and appreciation.
Yours sincerely,
A. Coates
Community Fundraiser

ANSWERS TO Dec/Jan quiz
March
Opal
Trifle
79 x 5 = 395 – 100 = 295 + blackbirds (24) = 319 – nut tree
(2: silver nutmeg and a golden pear) = 317
Combustion/friendship/pilgrimage/excitement
Convict
Margaret – February (Valentine’s Day)
Helen – May (my)
Anne - August (Augustus)
Koala bear
Night and Day
Fool – pool – poll – pole – sole – sale – sage
20
The King and I
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Hartlebury WI Book Club
We have recently read “The Thousand Doors of January” by Alix E Harrow.
As ever, our reviews were very, very varied.
“I had never thought of the analogy that stories could open Doors! It is
through those Doors where we experience unfamiliar situations and places
or to validate experiences we have had and possibly at times found
distressing. Pure escapism.”
“It’s an adventure, written in a way that seems beautiful, sometimes
confusing but it does all become clear and with a satisfying ending. Loved
it.”
“It had everything; good and evil; love stories; loyal friends and helpful
strangers; special talents; a dangerous quest and a happy ending.”
“I’m afraid I am still struggling to get to the end of this book, I am not
enjoying it possibly it’s too fantastical for my taste. “

Lorraine Purcell
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MARK WILLIAMS FIPW &
LAUREN WILLIAMS MIPW
PROFESSIONAL WILLWRITERS
“40years legal experience as a Detective
Superintendent & now as a Professional
Willwriter, means you can definitely trust
Mark to write your Will”

Wills or Powers of Attorney from £95
Free Will Reviews, Probate Support,
Care Home Fee Avoidance,
& Big Savings on Funeral Plans

Instructions taken in the comfort
of your own home
T: 01299 251442 M: 07966
053887
E: mark@ambalegalservices.co.uk
W: ambalegalservices.co.uk
Trading Standards Institute
Approved
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Ombersley Family Dental Practice
Mrs Andy Wright B.D.S. (Edin)

A friendly private practice specialising in
preventive dental care for all the family in a happy
relaxed atmosphere
New patients welcome.
Cosmetic treatments including whitening
Sports gum-shields for all ages in various colours and designs
Same day emergency appointments
Large car park
Racks Lane, Ombersley, Nr Droitwich, Worcs. WR9 0EN
Tel: 01905 621881

www.ombersleyfamilydental.co.uk
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Future Plans for the Parish Hall
The Parish hall has had a punishing year due to Covid 19 restrictions. As you
can imagine, our funds are down and yet we continue to protect the
premises and plan for better times ahead.
We would be incredibly open to suggestions and ideas to generate some
income also, most importantly, to have some fun.
We have a short list of our ideas so far: A Saturday morning outdoor tabletop sale
A quiz night
A charity auction (funds split between the church and castle)
A race night
Bingo
Antiques road show
Craft fair/art exhibition
An outdoor Ceilidh
Please post any of your own ideas on the Hartlebury Parish hall FB page or
email the magazine editor.
We will, given time, get through these difficult days and enjoy better,
sunnier times ahead.
Many thanks
Hartlebury Parish Hall Management Committee
Due to Covid Restrictions, there are no bookings at the Hall at the moment.

Improving Parish Magazine Distribution
The Editorial Team are keen on communication within the parish, especially
at this difficult time, and we aim to increase its usefulness to readers and that
we are having an extra 100 copies printed this month with a view of increasing
our circulation.
If distributors (or anyone else) are aware of neighbours/ friends/ new
residents who would like to receive the magazine would they please contact
Val Hardwick , Distribution Manager , John Hellens, Advertising Manager or
the Editor with their details. (Contact details in the Village Index, back of
magazine). Thank you.
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News from Hartlebury Church of England Primary School
Our Value this month is ‘Respect’.

Luke 6:31 ‘Treat others the same way you want them to treat you.’

HAPPY NEW YEAR from all of us! We hope you are all safe and well!
We came back to school in January during another National Lockdown! We
are currently providing Key / Critical worker care and care for the vulnerable
children at our school. We are delivering on line lessons to those who remain
at home and the appropriate curriculum to those who are able to attend
physically, as well as virtually. Teachers and parents are now wearing face
coverings on the playground, class sizes have once again been reduced, there
are separate working areas for everyone and social distancing is adhered to.
These are challenging times for us all but our priority is to keep all those in our
community as safe as we can, while still maintaining a degree of normality.

THANK YOU to everyone who supported the Santa Dash on 11th December.
All of the children took part in the first Hartlebury Santa Dash! Everybody wore
Christmas jumpers and looked extra festive in their elf ears and Santa hats. We
stomped like snowmen, trotted like reindeers, skipped like elves and had a
fabulous time all whilst raising money for our wonderful PTA. Thank you to
everyone who took part and sponsored our fantastic children, you are all
brilliant! We raised £1,877.76 through this spectacular sporting event!
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Football Challenges

Throughout the Autumn Term Years 2 and 4 took part in the football
challenges organised by the sports partnership. A total of 14 schools took
part. Every child that took part received a values certificate.
The highest scoring team for each challenge received medals and the top 3
teams with the highest overall score received medals and a t-shirt. Overall,
in the KS1 contest, Hartlebury Year 2 (Team 3) won! In the KS2 competition,
Hartlebury Year 4 (Team 3) came first overall. Well done to all of the
children who took part.
SAET Collaborative Day February 3rd 2021

You may remember that last year SAET Primary Schools organized a
Children’s Day for all the children across the Trust. This year we are
organizing another project to bring each year group together which will be
creative, inspiring and fun! But ‘VIRTUALLY’! It will enable the children to
meet others, from all six Primary Schools in our Trust, remotely. Building
relationships that will form connections for the future. Further details will
be sent out regarding this exciting event nearer the time.
Take care and stay safe!
Claire Grand,
Head of School, Hartlebury Church of England Primary
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More news from our
other school in the
Village
Cambian School
Pupils speak here to us.

Firstly, everyone at Cambian New Elizabethan School hopes that you all
enjoyed Christmas and New Years as much as you could and kept safe.
We ended last term very differently to normal and celebrated the season in
a new and exciting way. Instead of our traditional Christmas play staff and
students worked together in their form “Bubbles” to create different
sections of a Christmas music video, each section was then put together to
create a video for all parents and carers to see instead of watching a play.
Staff and students were still able to enjoy their Christmas dinner in their
form “Bubbles” while zooming with the rest of the school.
It is fair to say school is still looking different to normal, with reduced
numbers of staff and students and students learning from home and our
one way system still in place around the school. Everyone is working hard to
make sure everyone is kept safe in school but still able to enjoy their
lessons.
From everyone here at Cambian New Elizabethan School we hope you all
remain safe and well.
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Vera’s February Quiz

Bernadette, Claire, Daphne and Annabella received one of the following gifts.
Can you identify which girl received which present?
Jigsaws/dressing gown/pearls/sewing machine
---------Can you turn RAIN into SNOW, 1 letter at a time. Each much be a valid word
---------Work out the tallest to the shortest.
Mary is taller than Doreen but shorter than Jane.
Jacqueline is shorter than Jane and Judy but taller than Doreen and Mary.
Jane is taller than Judy.
---------What word can go in front of head/letter/meat/face/army/square?
---------Here is a well-known proverb written in a simple cipher. How quickly can you
crack the code? It might help if you asked some friends to help you.
LAMX
GAMCR
LAJE
KIFGS
VOQJ
---------How much is the ? worth?
19 513 27
52
?
3
14 182
13
---------Relating to hobbies, what does a notaphilist collect?
---------Broken lift by hospital reveals squalor??
---------What is half of one third?
---------What female Christian name can be placed on the bottom line to complete
the three-letter words reading downwards?
T P S F P N R $ A
I A K E E I U A S
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News and Events from
Exciting developments and a fantastic events programme are coming to
the Castle during 2021. Although we’ve been closed through January,
our teams have been hard at work, making sure you’ll have a wonderful
day out when it safe for us to welcome visitors once again. Our events
are being planned to ensure that they are Covid safe and we’re looking
forward to welcoming you to these throughout the year.
With the uncertainties of lockdown and Covid-19 we’ve all been seeking
outdoor spaces to explore, relax in and spend time with friends and
families. Part of our developments will include the addition of a nature
trail to our grounds, allowing visitors to learn more about the wildlife that
can be found at the Castle. We also hope the new features will help
grow the ecological environment around the site, welcoming new
wildlife.
January also saw a change of tenants to the
Castle. Those who have taken a stroll up the
driveway might have seen our newest residents
to the site. The sheep were quite content in the
snow (they’ve got their woolly jumpers on!) and
provided an opportunity for some lovely
photographs.

New exhibition coming in 2021

It’s wonderful when parts of our collection spark memories for visitors,
and we love to hear their stories. We’re really excited for our next
exhibition, which we’re sure will evoke memories of childhood homes or
maybe visits to grandparents Worcestershire Collections Team are
putting together a 1950s exhibition entitled ‘Lavish
Living.’
Lavish Living: Worcestershire in the 1950s
The 1950s is sometimes referred to as the
‘Optimistic’ decade. Although some of the hardships
of the previous decades lingered on- some items
were still being rationed as late as 1954- Britain had
full employment and the economy boomed. Living
standards rose rapidly and we entered a new era of
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consumption - labour saving devices like vacuums and washing
machines became the norm rather than the exception. For the first time
working people had spare money, and, crucially, increasing amounts of
spare time in which to spend it.
It was a time of exciting cultural change- the golden age of cinema, the
emergence of Rock’n’Roll and the increasing popularity of television
transformed leisure time for the masses.
Our brand new exhibition Lavish Living takes a nostalgic peek into the
past, featuring wonderful pieces from the collection that have been
hiding in store- from a fabulous jukebox, some beautiful period
costume, and even one of the first ever dishwashers there will be
something for everyone to enjoy.

Lockdown & re-openings
We are closely monitoring government announcements as we plan our
reopening dates. The reopening of Worcestershire County Museum and
the Grounds will be guided by lockdown and any ensuing restrictions.
We hope to re-open the Bishop’s House at Easter alongside holiday fun
and safe events. Please keep an eye on our website and social media
channels for the most up to date information. We will also provide an
update in the next Parish Magazine.

Volunteer with us!
With the reopening of Hartlebury Castle and our upcoming exciting
events programme, we’re looking for new volunteers to join our friendly
team. There will be a range of roles available, so whether you can
spare a few hours a week, month or just for one off event days, we’d
love to hear from you. You can find out more about how you can help
support the Castle as a volunteer by visiting our website. Volunteer
applications will be welcome from February and we will be processing
these and providing any necessary training from March. Your safety is
important to us and we will ensure that all volunteering can be done in a
safe and Covid secure environment.
To find out more about events, opening hours and admission visit:

www.hartleburycastle.com

Follow us:

/Hartleburycpt
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/Hartleburycastle
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A. C. Benson

FROM TIME TO TIME we like to put in the Magazine
an appropriate, thought-provoking and timely quotation, so here is
one from 6th January 1912:
It is from the Diaries of A.C. Benson, who came from a brilliant family and
was one of the six children of Edward Benson, Archbishop of Canterbury from
1883-1896. He was visiting the Riviera Palace Hotel in Penzance:
“A dreary, red-nosed dyspeptic clergyman at one table, at another a
young man who smiles brilliantly to himself, at another a gloomy whiskered
man with brows drawn up and corrugated with care, who feeds himself
carefully and compassionately and takes salt with his bananas – I like to watch
all his little ways and manners; at another an elderly couple, a gross
slow-moving old man and a haughty female who has once been beautiful and
now looks unutterably bored. A shifting pageant of human lives, like a big
hotel, isn’t a very encouraging affair. It doesn’t give one the idea that life
is very happy or satisfactory. At a place like this the people who come
are mostly fortunate people – with more wealth than the run of men; but
there seem few happy parties or happy faces – much that is tired and cross
and bored and disillusioned. There is a cross man by the window with a
waxed moustache, whose wife, a spectacled wretch, spends the end of every
meal in shaking up for him a phial of purple medicine. It’s no-good saying
people ought to be more cheerful; it requires a good deal of character to be
cheerful if you don’t feel it. The wonder to me is why more of them are not
cheerful, why life should be disappointing, what it is in experience which
drains people of joy and hope, and whether they could help it.”
From The Folio Book of Days –
Contributed by Caroline Boughton-Thomas
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Footpaths Matter
It is difficult to imagine that we would still be coping with total lock down so
long after Covid 19 first struck! Who could possibly have thought that so
many people would still be at risk ten months after the first lock down? Zoom
meetings, WhatsApp messaging and facetime communication is now the
norm, even for old fogies like myself! No need for my Darling Daughter to feel
guilty for not visiting her old Dad, she is not allowed to! Instead, regular
facetime meetings are a great way of communicating! It takes me back to my
time at Prep School when even telephone calls were difficult and the main
communication between parents and their darling children was by letter! My
father used to dictate his letters to me and then sign them along with his
other correspondence! Communications today are an unbelievable
improvement! Imagine if we had to rely on handwritten correspondence to
keep in touch these days!! We really do have a great deal to be thankful for!
Oh, and most people didn't even have a black and white television set back
then! (apologies if this has upset anyone, but there really was a time when
colour TV hadn't been invented, or at least weren't available! Should that
read televisions of colour??)
On to more important things! Thank you to all those people who have e
mailed in with reports of problems on our footpaths and for the occasional
email of thanks!! (Cabernet Sauvignon is my preferred wine just in case!!) We
are still allowed our hour of exercise each day and I can't help but think of the
reasons that various of our footpaths came into existence in the first place:
access to the Church, travel to and from work, especially farm workers, travel
around the Parish also to the local town, mostly by pedestrian traffic! Now
once again they are becoming a lifeline to our health and welfare in these
uncertain times! We are incredibly lucky in Hartlebury to have such a good
network of footpaths!
Thanks again to Sandra and Geoff for maintaining the geocaching initiative.
Disappointing numbers recently, but I suspect that the cachers are not going
to travel far just to bag a few new caches! It is also pleasing to see that this
cold weather has really knocked the undergrowth back. Make the most of it
and please do take a pair of secateurs with you when walking! It is much
more aerobically efficient to snip while walking!
John Denby. Footpath Warden.
01299 250429. Aquadeus@hotmail.com
To report footpath problems, as well as copying me in, please send to:.https://eservices.worrcestershire.gov.uk/onlinereporting/findlocation.aspx?faulttype=8
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As we begin 2021 in yet another Lockdown the Committee have been faced
with making the decision to cancel the planned meetings for January,
February and March. Perhaps it might be possible to meet in April when our
AGM normally takes place. Watch this space for further information.
So in the absence of reports on our recent meetings, I’ve been reviewing our
website for other interesting local history news.
If you've ever done your shopping at Aldi off the Stourport Road, you may
have noticed the name of the road - Felix Baxter Way. Take a closer look at
the road sign and you'll see that Felix Baxter won the VC. The Victoria Cross is
our country's highest award for bravery and was awarded to him for an action
on the night of 17th - 18th April 1916 near Blairville, France.
In fact Lieutenant Edward Felix Baxter V.C has a connection with Hartlebury,
and his story is on our website. Here is a summary:
Lieutenant Baxter, the second son of Charles and Beatrice Baxter, was born at
Oldswinford, Stourbridge on the 18th September 1885. He enrolled at
Hartlebury Grammar School in May 1894, when his parents came to live at Ivy
Crest, Inn Lane.
By the outbreak of the First World War he had become a schoolmaster at
Skerry's College, Liverpool. He was married to Leonora Mary Cornish (born
21st September 1896) at West Derby Registry Office on 24th February 1906.
They had one daughter Leonora Frances Baxter.

He enlisted in Liverpool on 4th September 1914 as No. 32072 ROYAL
ENGINEERS. His enlistment papers reveal that he was a tutor, 6 foot tall,
weighing 156 Ibs. with a sallow complexion, brown hair and brown eyes. He
served as a despatch rider attached to HQ Staff in Rodney Street, Liverpool
under Brigadier Edwards and Colonel Von Stomm. He was promoted to
Sergeant, and was commissioned a year later into the 1/8th (Irish) Battalion,
The King's (Liverpool Regiment).
An extract from the 'London Gazette,' dated 26th September 1916, records
the following:
"For the most conspicuous bravery. Prior to a raid on the hostile line he was
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engaged during two nights in cutting wire close to the enemy's trenches.
The enemy could be heard on the other side of the parapet. Second
Lieutenant Baxter, while assisting in the wire cutting, held a bomb in his
hand with the pin withdrawn ready to throw. On one occasion the bomb
slipped and fell to the ground, but he instantly picked it up, unscrewed the
base plug, and took out the detonator, which he smothered in the ground,
thereby preventing the alarm being given, and undoubtedly saving many
casualties.
Later, he led the left storming party with the greatest gallantry, and was
the first man into the trench shooting the sentry with his revolver. He then
assisted to bomb dug-outs, and finally climbed out of the trench and
assisted the last man over the parapet. After this he was not seen again,
though search parties went out at once to look for him. There seems no
doubt that he lost his life in his great devotion to duty."
It is recorded that he died on Tuesday 18th April 1916 aged 30, and is
buried in Fillievres British Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Property
returned to his widow included a cigarette case, a silver matchbox, and
two knives. In May 1916 his wife was living in Kidderminster.
No greater testimony to the valour of Lieutenant Baxter is required than
that paid by Colonel Fagan, who, in a letter to Mrs. Baxter explaining the
circumstances of his death, added: "The raid was successful, due to a great
extent to the gallantry and resource of your husband. The men say his
gallantry and coolness were marvellous. He had not been with the
battalion very long, but we had realised what a splendid fellow he was.
I have lost one of my best officers."
Similarly his fellow officers speak in the highest terms of him, and one of
his men, wounded in the same raid, described him as the most popular
officer in the regiment and an officer and a gentleman.
Heroism is not an uncommon feature of the operations of the British
Army, but even in heroism there are degrees, and it required conduct of
outstanding merit before the award of the Victoria Cross - the highest
recognition of all - was made. That Lieutenant Baxter fully deserved the
honour conferred upon him posthumously is fully testified to by those who
had the advantage of knowing him under actual battle conditions.
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Hartlebury Common Local Group
The latest lockdown restrictions have, I must admit, curtailed my winter
wanderings in the countryside. If able to do so, going out once a day for
‘local’ exercise can be much better than being inactive indoors. However,
various ‘suggestions’ by politicians, some of the Press and faraway police
forces, such as only starting and finishing exercise from home, only serve to
force local communities to almost bump into each other on their local
footpaths, towpaths and streets! Common-sense should tell us that going
out of town to any quieter spot should lessen the chance of the coronavirus
being spread. Of course, some of our countryside beauty spots become
exceedingly popular, especially at certain times and so, they too, can become
somewhat of a risk and might even get considered for closure because of it!
Hartlebury common has wide, open spaces and is locally accessible for many
of us. It can be the ideal place for daily exercise – if we are considerate of
each other. Even if it is quite busy, we should be able to always maintain
safe distances between ourselves. Personally, and especially as the daylight
hours are increasing, I prefer to avoid busy areas and busy times; but you
might have to break a well-used routine to do this.
Allowing us out into the fresh air for a short time for a walk, run or bike ride
continues to be a remaining freedom (Who thought we would ever say that a
year ago?) that the government and our physicians know to be good for the
health of most of us. Physical fitness is one important aspect but the outdoors gives much more than that. A few months ago, BBC’s ‘Autumn Watch’
gave some interesting examples: advising us of five ways we could benefit
from the natural world this winter if we are feeling anxious or low.
1. Walk amongst trees or other plants for 15 minutes – the organic chemicals
given off by the plant-life cause a response in us which can lower our blood
pressure and pulse rate.
2. Look more closely at the patterns in nature. Their forms, especially the
recurring fractal shapes of ferns and trees, can have the same effect on our
brain activity as the relaxing music we might choose to listen to.
3. Spend time near to water and listen to its sounds. This decreases cortisol
production, lessening stressful ‘flight or fight’ brain responses and making us
more relaxed and restful.
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4. Look at birds or other beautiful wildlife. Experiencing such beauty or
seeing something we have been waiting for can release dopamine and
produce a ‘feel-good’ response in us.
5. Even the smell of fresh soil can help – harmless bacteria (mycobacteria
vacca) in soil might trigger the release of serotonin in us, giving us a feeling
of well-being.
This is putting a little scientific understanding to the processes which most
of us who love the countryside already know affect us positively. The good
news is that much of this can be gained from our gardens or nearby park –
and, yes, sniffing fresh soil in the garden might be preferable to doing so in
public!
Our normal monthly meetings and talks are not taking place because of the
lockdown rules. However, a series of ‘Zoom’ talks over the internet are
being arranged instead.
Monday 1st February 2021 at 8 pm sees the first of these online talks:
’A Garden for Wildlife’ by Rosemary Winnall.
Rosemary is a well-known (and very knowledgeable) local naturalist and a
founder member of the Wyre Forest Study Group. She was awarded an
MBE for her services to the natural environment in 2015. In her talk,
Rosemary will take us through how her garden has been made more wildlife-friendly and describe some of the interesting plants and wildlife that
she has recorded there.
Admission to the talk is free, but pre-booking and access to Zoom is
essential. To pre-book a place, please email:
info@hartleburycommon.org.uk
The next talk is expected to be by Mike Southall on ‘Butterflies and Moths
of Bolivia’ on Monday 1st March 2021 but please look at our Facebook
page or our website, nearer the time, to check:
hartleburycommon.org.uk
Volunteering on conservation work parties on the Common stopped in
January, but we are always hopeful that this might start up again in the
near future – if only for the health benefits that also seems to bring!
Michael Howard
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Hartlebury Gardening Club
Happy New Year and hopefully it will be a better one for gardeners and non gardeners everywhere. Thank you to those who taxed their little grey cells
and sent in their Christmas Quizzes. It was a real tester, with no-one getting
full marks; so well done to winners Tony and Jill Smith and to everyone who
took part. Perhaps we will try an easier one next time.
In the last magazine, I told you about the Thousand Ponds Project, organised
by members of Wyre Forest U3A Environmental Concern Group. Their aim is
to encourage as many people as possible in the greater Wyre Forest area, to
build and maintain one thousand wildlife ponds by Easter 2022. Ponds can be
any size, but many small ponds can be better to help wildlife than a few large
ones...
Unfortunately, the email address I gave to find out more about the project
and register your pond, was incorrect. My apologies to those who tried to
use it.
To contact me about the project please email 1000ponds@btinternet.com
Unfortunately, it is almost a year since we have been able to meet and this
may be the case for some time. So, I thought it was worth looking back at a
talk from Philip Aubury, past director of Birmingham Botanical Gardens. In
early 2009 he gave us tips on Labour Saving Gardening giving us time to
enjoy our Pims and canapés: Design We need to create a picture, decide on the style of garden we want
but keep it simple. Do we need grass for instance in a small front garden?
Avoid awkward corners which are fiddly to maintain.
Use a hardwearing dwarf rye grass rather than an agricultural variety which
grows too quickly and make edging easier by using timber or green plastic
edges.
Paving can be arranged to avoid excessive wear of one lawn area so access
to the lawn is not from one point only.
When considering paths – grass is only useful for less used paths; gravel
gets pushed around, weeds grow through and it needs raking; smaller slabs
have more joints for weeds to grow.
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When we plan surrounds consider the following:
A South facing wall is a heat sink which will grow exotic fruits.
Avoid fence rot with metal sockets, concrete godfathers, or a small wall
below the fence so it does not touch the ground.
For hedges privet grows too quickly and so does Leylandi though the
less vigorous Castle Welland type is better. Beech is recommended and
also Yew as long as horses and cattle do not have access. Cutting techniques can make a great difference to the health and thickness of a
hedge.
Planting Trees, shrubs and ground cover have the lowest maintenance.
If you want herbaceous plants grow smaller varieties to avoid tying and
staking.
Bedding plants are high maintenance – better to use these in high profile areas, at the front door or patio door.
Vegetables are the equivalent of a green gym though you can grow
quite a lot in a few raised beds. Runner beans provide most crop for
least work.
Tools Stainless Steel tools are much better, last longer and are cheaper
than they ever were. Good secateurs are essential but only for cutting
finger thickness. It is worth investing in loppers and pruning saws for
any larger. Extendable poles work well if they are not too long. Battery
controlled tools have made deadheading and clipping much quicker
and safer.
A trip plug is essential for any mains electrical equipment. Tie the cable
so that it leads over your back and away from your working area.
A good strimmer can be a multi-purpose tool, doubling as an edger.
Techniques Good compost greatly improves the soil and a 2-inch layer
of compost (mulch) is better than a membrane for weed prevention.
Pat Jewkes
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TMS Carpentry, Joinery
and Building Maintenance
Est 1990

All types of Carpentry & Joinery
Fitted Wardrobes
Sash Windows Repaired or Replaced
External and internal Doors
Security locks
Painting and Decorating
Local Friendly and reliable service
For a free, no obligation quote contact Mark
Tel 01905 620567 mobile 07900 268075
Email: tmshouler@gmail.com

Jem Groves
Interior/exterior
Decorator

The Cottage, Low Hill,
Torton, Hartlebury,
Worcs DY10 4HT
Email:
office@catkinscattery.net
www.catkinscattery.net

high quality workmanship
carried out in a clean and
professional manner
free quotations

Purpose built
luxury boarding cattery
for special guests
Tel: 01299 250472

home 01562 637609
mobile 07980425813
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Edwin Harris & Sons
Funeral Directors
1 Crane Street, Kidderminster
Worcs DY11 6XT

Kidderminster : 01562 822625 /
823570
Bewdley & Stourport: 01299 829873
We are a well established independent
family run business covering all areas of
Worcestershire & the West Midlands.
Circa 1897. Advice always available.
Home visits arranged as required. Prepaid funeral plans are advanced as part
of our service.

Private Chapel of Rest
Customer Care Award Winners 2011
E-mail: contact us@edwinharris.co.uk
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Was Nelson Racist?
As the National Maritime Museum reviews his 'heroic status' in light of Black
Lives Matter, a leading expert claims he has found proof that blows a hole in
the case.
Written aboard HMS Victory, the letter on yellowing parchment offers a
glimpse into the mind of one of our greatest national heroes.
Admiral Horatio Nelson penned the missive to a slave-owning plantation owner
in the West Indies just four months before he was fatally wounded at the Battle
of Trafalgar in 1805.
Little did Nelson know the long shadow that letter would cast over his
reputation.
For more than 200 years, the words it contained have aligned him with those
who supported the unspeakable trade in human beings, who made their
fortunes out of it and who fiercely contested its abolition.
Today, the Mail can reveal that the letter is a forgery.
A letter which appeared to show Lord Admiral Nelson's support for slavery has
been revealed to be a forgery, created by anti-abolitionists in an attempt to keep
the trade alive.
And the timing could not be more fortuitous, coming as the National Maritime
Museum in Greenwich announces that it is to review the ‘heroic status’ of
Nelson because of his ‘complex’ role in Britain’s involvement in the slave trade.
The discovery of the document profoundly challenges that view.
Indeed, it lays bare the lengths that opponents to the abolition of the slave
trade were prepared to go to further their cause by hijacking the reputation of
the man who defeated the French at Trafalgar.
The museum says it is reacting to the momentum built up by the Black Lives
Matter movement in its re-evaluation of the ‘barbaric history of race and
colonialism’.
But the issue first came to the fore in 2017 when writer and broadcaster Afua
Hirsch labelled Nelson a ‘white supremacist’ for using his seat in parliament to
vigorously defend the slave trade on behalf of his wealthy, plantation-owning
friends.
The discovery of the letter's origins comes amid modern-day campaigns to have
monuments to the war-hero, including Nelson's Column in Trafalgar Square,
removed .
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The suggestion that he did — which has been endlessly seized on by his
detractors — originates with that explosive letter the Admiral wrote to slave
owner Simon Taylor.
Made public in 1807 shortly before the Commons’ vote on MP William
Wilberforce’s Bill to abolish the slave trade, Nelson vowed in the letter ‘to
launch my voice against the damnable and cursed doctrine of Wilberforce and
his hypocritical allies’.
It is these self-incriminating words that led to Hirsch calling for Nelson’s column
to be toppled and to other monuments in Deptford in South-East London and
in Norwich being vandalised.
Now we have the soul-searching at the National Maritime Museum which
holds his most precious relics, including the coat he was wearing when he was
fatally shot on his flagship, HMS Victory, and his letters to his mistress Emma
Hamilton.
Except, Lord Nelson never wrote those words.
The letter had been ‘doctored’, and a fake signature and false wax seal applied.
A long-time Nelson scholar, I recently discovered the forgery in a private
collection of papers.
Anti-abolitionist cronies made 25 changes to a copy of the Admiral's letter after
his death to try and influence a Parliamentary vote on slavery.
It is a valuable addition to the Nelson archive — and to the general historical
record because it shows how the anti-abolitionists cynically exploited Nelson’s
posthumous fame in a last-ditch effort to bring down Wilberforce’s Bill.
Horatio Nelson’s original letter to Simon Taylor is lost, presumed destroyed but,
unknown to the anti-abolitionists, the Admiral had kept a ‘pressed’ copy — a
sort of early carbon copy — in his rarely-seen private files, which are now in the
British Library. Comparing this pressed copy with the newly discovered
document reveals that Taylor and his anti-abolitionist cronies made no fewer
than 25 changes to Nelson’s original letter before they rushed it into print after
the Admiral’s death to try to influence the vote in parliament. Many of the
changes were minor and editorial but overall were designed to rally the dead
hero’s support for their lost cause.
In the key passage, Nelson did not write ‘against the damnable and cursed
doctrine’ of slave trade abolition, as the doctored version had it. The original
wording was ‘against the damnable cruel doctrine’ and he was referring to the
consequences of freeing slaves to face possible starvation and massacre in the
chaos that would follow.
Continued on Page 42
42

Continued from Page 41

Nelson had read reports of slave uprisings in Guadeloupe, St Domingo,
Dominica and elsewhere which had resulted in the killing of thousands of
people, black and white alike. He feared the anarchy and violence that
Wilberforce’s Bill might unleash. Of course, the slave-owning planters were not
interested in such humanitarian niceties, only in the economic consequences to
themselves of abolition. They spun Nelson’s words to their advantage before
publication. So what, exactly, was Nelson’s view of the slave trade and does the
discovery of the letter exonerate him completely?
As an officer in the Royal Navy, Nelson’s primary task was to protect British
trade, which then included the slave trade.
He was a stickler for duty, as evoked in his famous last signal at Trafalgar —
‘England expects ...’ — and so, like his fellow officers, he never questioned this
deplorable task.
William Wilberforce was one of England's leading figures in the abolition of
slavery - but Nelson was said to be highly sceptical of his motivations .
Politically, Nelson identified with a Right-wing group known as the Portland
Whigs, but which also encompassed the Left-wing abolitionists, such as
Wilberforce. Like many, however, Nelson was highly sceptical of the formerly
dissolute and ‘hypocritical’ Wilberforce with his sudden evangelism and zeal for
abolition of the slave trade. The meaning of personal freedom was fraught in an
age when men were pressed into the navy, but Wilberforce had readily
supported the removal of a fundamental principle of British justice, known as
Habeas Corpus, during the Napoleonic wars. He then opposed the
improvement of workers’ rights and conditions in England, an issue close to
Nelson’s heart. ‘I hope my birth in Heaven will be as exalted as his,’ Nelson
wrote, sarcastically.
It is also worth stating that Nelson never owned slaves or a plantation, never
took part in slaving activities at sea and never financed a slave ship. During his
early career he was stationed in the Caribbean but made just one brief visit
there after 1787.
Despite the contention that Nelson acted for his many close friends among the
West Indian planters in support of the slave trade, he had only one friend there,
a merchant called Hercules Ross, who was in fact a high- profile figure in the
abolitionist campaign and appeared as a witness at the parliamentary hearings
into the slave trade.
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Most of the other planters in the West Indies hated Nelson for rigorously
enforcing the shipping laws they liked to flout and to which other Royal Naval
station commanders turned a blind eye. They had physically threatened him on
occasion, forcing him to live aboard his ship, then pursued him to England with
legal writs. In 1789, and facing prison for debt, Nelson even considered fleeing
to France to escape his persecutors, before the Admiralty intervened.
As a recent station commander in the West Indies, it might have been expected
that Nelson would also appear at the slave trade hearings. He was, after all, in
England at the time, but he did not appear.
Many naval officers of a similar or higher rank did attend, all arguing in favour of
the trade largely in the misguided but prevalent belief that the slave ships gave
vital sea experience to sailors in peacetime. So Nelson’s absence from the inquiry is telling. He was no friend of the planters, but nor would it have been
prudent to stick his neck out against his colleagues and senior officers.
As for Simon Taylor to whom he wrote that fateful — and later doctored —
letter in June 1805, they were not close, having met 30 years before.
In fact, Nelson was writing to Taylor to seek a favour for Alexander Scott, the
chaplain on HMS Victory, who was seeking a valuable church living in Jamaica.
To curry favour with the powerful Taylor, it is clear Nelson shaped his letter to
reflect his correspondent’s fierce anti-abolition views and for Taylor that was a
gift, the value of which rose exponentially when Nelson died just months later
at Trafalgar, and his ‘immortal memory’ achieved near god-like status.
Taylor immediately sent the letter back over the Atlantic to journalist William
Cobbett, admired today as a radical and progressive, but in his day an ardent
anti-abolitionist.
It was Cobbett who, seizing on its priceless propaganda potential, tampered
with the contents before publishing the letter in his influential ‘Political Register’.
This was then brandished around the coffee houses of Westminster as the antiabolitionists sought to drum up support.
But they were unaware of that pressed copy of the original in Nelson’s private
papers — and it is that which has now exposed their deception.
As the National Maritime Museum seeks to address issues raised by the BLM
movement, it is to be hoped that it recognises that history, like politics, is a
dirty game and that the truth is not always what is seems. Nor is it necessarily
written by the winners.
By Curtesy of the Daily Mail, published 12.10.2020
Sent in by John Denby
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Hartlebury Parish Council Finance Committee Minutes
These minutes have been downloaded from
the Parish Council website
HARTLEBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk to the Council - L Cleaver
Email: Hartlebury.Clerk@gmail.com
Website: My Parish Hartlebury.
Draft Minutes of virtual meeting, Finance Committee Monday 14 th December
2020 at 7.00pm.This virtual meeting was due to COVID -19 to ensure council
functionality.
Present Cllrs S Tranter (Chair), C Atkinson, A Buck, A Evans & T Ingham, also
present L Cleaver Clerk and three members of the public
MINUTES
1. Apologies. None..
2. Declarations of Interest. None
3. Dispensations. None
4. Minutes of previous meeting. It was proposed by Cllr T Ingham and
Seconded by Cllr A Evans and unanimously RESOLVED that following an
amendment to the numbering sequence from agenda item 17 the minutes of
the last meeting held Monday 16h November 2020 be signed as a correct
record.
5. Allotments, a)Cllr Atkinson confirmed that 38 out of the 39 allotment
holders wished to continue 2021/2022 b )Signage – no quotes received so
far but a local sign company to be the most helpful quote to follow in the
comming days. Clerk to consider £100 for signage excluding vat c) Review
projected income 2021/2022 from Cllr Tranter – deferred as matrix not
available. Cllr Atkinson made comments that estimate £987.40 (not
including the farmer), £5.00 last payment tomorrow. d) Chadwick BankCllr Ingham asked for this agenda item considered at the end of the meeting
in closed session due to its confidential nature.
6. Budget v Actual 2020/21 a) Reviewed by all end November 2020, with no
further comment. b) The Committee did not wish to consider any budget
amendments.
7. Bank Reconciliation a) Reviewed by all to end November 2020, outstanding
matters reviewed, £4.51 receipt for signage, £100.00 invoice from Leapgate
Builders, chq 102018 £20 not yet banked.
8. To consider payments for approval: - a) R Mullet £350.00 locum clerk,
agreed by all. b) Clerks Expenses £7.80 postage agreed by all. c) Top Cut
November Invoice 8805 £498.00 agreed by all d) Any other invoices will
paid by the Clerk as no meeting until February 2021, payment to be made
CALC £150.00 recent training.
9. Parish Lengthsman. a) Training update 14th January 2021, new Lengthsman
contacted, no longer has an interest. However Cllr Atkinson contacted
another candidate and he contacted the Clerk to confirm his interest. It was
agreed in principle, proposed by Cllr A Evans and Seconded by Cllr S
Tranter for the Clerk to progress as the next meeting would be after the
training date.
10. HSBC Bank a) No update this month from the Chair, however the Clerk
made comment that she needed to change the Primary User as still recorded
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as the Parish Clerk in 2017, that the new Clerk to be instated on the
Mandate so telephone banking could be addressed.
11. Supplier Registration-confirmation from the Clerk that this matter had now
been cancelled.
12. Future- Possible Revenue Streams a) Football pitches, notice boards, Street
Food Vending tariffs agreed by all, to be considered by full Council in
February 2021..
13. Repair to the glass at bus stop, the Clerk informed that the insurance excess
to be £250.00, the maintenance person had been asked to quote for the
repair , but it would appear said person is not replying to any sort of
communication , the Clerk to ask any other possible company that could
help address. .
14. Parish Precepts and Council Tax /Budgets a)-Precept 2021/22 has been
acknowledged by WDC as £25,000 Precept and £1492 Grant. The FC
reviewed Budget set with no changes to be made at this time... b) Draft
budgets for consideration 2022/23 £27.500 & 2023/24 £30,000 it was
agreed by all to use a simple uplift % to be applied to all spend.
15. Handyman/Maintenance Person. Repair to broken slat on seat, Paint to
village hall steps (H&S concern), Stain all seating/tables around the village
hall and play areas to preserve timber, max spend £250, as no reply from
current maintenance person the Clerk to search for help to address and
place on notice boards vacancy.
16. Safety Tree Survey last updated 2014, Cllr Tranter to search the old
records for information.
17. Grass Maintenance Contract, the Clerk wished to take the current Contract
and add the works now required around the village hall and invite
quotations for the coming year 2021/22, this was agreed by all..
18. Boundary curbing to footpaths towards play area to control grass
encroachment deferred.
19. Disabled Carpark, quotes to repair and curbing, deferred.
20. Request by the WI – signage to show where defib located, agreed by all for
the Clerk to obtain quotes.
21. Grant Application – Cobalt, was not considered as outside the Parish.
22. Any other matters for urgent consideration. Payment to contractors for the
works around the village Hall £750.00 plus Vat. Clerk to address urgent
matters of maintenance until another Maintenance Person found.
23. Items for future agendas. Project spend for a Easter event, Clerk to join the
SLCC, Clerks yellow bible 12th edition £150.00, Community Engagement
Policy, Neighbourhood Plan, Future training for the PC, Trading Policy,
Gold Quality Council, Cash Control. Allotment Track.
24. Date of next meeting, Monday 15th February 2021
Meeting closed at 20.25pm
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Hartlebury Parish Council Minutes
These minutes have been downloaded from
the Parish Council website
HARTLEBURY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL MEETING OF HARTLEBURY PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON TUESDAY 1ST DECEMBER 2020
PRESENT: Cllr. Ingham - Chairman, Cllr. Mrs Meredith, Cllr. Mrs. Atkinson, Cllr. Buck, Cllr. Mrs
Humphreys, Cllr. Pratt, Cllr. Evans and Cllr. Tranter Cllr. Bateman joined the meeting at 7.50pm
ALSO, PRESENT: Clerk Lesley Cleaver, Locum Clerk Ruth Mullett and 11 members of the public
1. APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from County Cllr. Tomlinson.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr. Ingham - agenda item 5 – neighbour of planning application 20/02347 Cllr. Tranter - agenda
item 6 – remuneration of ink cartridges
3. ADJOURNMENT OF THE MEETING TO HEAR FROM:
The meeting was adjourned to hear questions from members of the public. This does not form
part of the formal council meeting.
County Cllr. Tomlinson – Apologies given and no report.
District Cllr. Bateman – As Cllr. Bateman joined the meeting late no report was given.
4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
It was proposed by Cllr. Mrs Meredith seconded by Cllr. Evans and unanimously RESOLVED
that the minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 3 rd November 2020 be signed as a correct
record
5. PLANNING ISSUES
District Council Decisions
19/02686/FUL – Land off Charlton Lane, Torton – 5 new gypsy plots each comprising 1 touring
caravan, 1 static caravan and 1 utility block. – Notification of planning appeal lodged with Planning Inspectorate – No further comments
19/02686/FUL – Land off Charlton Lane, Torton - alleged breach without planning permission the
unauthorised change of use of land from agricultural to a mixed use of agricultural and for the
siting of a touring caravan for permanent residential occupation. Without planning permission the
erection of a wooden day-room building for use as a dayroom ancillary to the siting of the touring
caravan. Without planning permission the erection of a brick building housing an electrical unit –
an appeal has been made against the issue of an Enforcement Notice for the alleged breach –
No further comments
19/02686/FUL – Land of Charlton Lane, Torton – planning appeal has been lodged with the
Planning Inspectorate relating to the appeal – No further comments
20/01777/FUL – Oakwood, Lower Poollards Lane, Hartlebury – change of use ad conversion of
existing agricultural building to residential garage – Application Approved
20/02119/HP – Berrylands, Stourport Road, Chadwick Bank – change of use of existing garage
building/games room to use as a residential annex (ancillary to Berrylands) part retrospective Application Approved
Planning Applications for Parish Council Comments
20/01721/HP – Hollytree Cottage, Crossway Green, Stourport on Severn –extension and alterations – No comments
20/01720/HP – Old Post Office, Crossway Green, Stourport on Severn – first floor and side extension – No objections
20/02371/FUL – Bells Farm Shop including café, education event space and car parking – No
objections
20/02315/HP – 6 Woodlands Close, Hartlebury – part first floor and part two storey side extension – No objections
20/02383/HP – Woodlands Rise, Droitwich Road, Torton – erection of attached
single storey garage – No objections
20/00786/LB – Worcestershire County Museum, Hartlebury Castle, Stourport Road – stonework
repairs and gutting replacement – No objections
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20/02521/FUL – Narroway House, Stoney Lane, Crossway Green – agricultural dwelling – removal of condition 3 of planning permission W14480/) – No objections
20/02347/LB – Yew Tree Cottage, Torton Lane, Torton – replacement of three wooden windows
– No objections
6. FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: To approve recommendations from the Finance Committee held on 16 th November 2020.
1. Minutes were received by all councillors with no comments.
2. It was unanimously RESOLVED to: • Agree CALC Flying Start training at a cost of £150.00.
• agree Clerks Toolkit and CILCA training at a cost of £40.00.
• Agree the recommendations of the Website Working Party and Finance Committee to instruct
Atkinson Technical Services to build our new website at a cost of £500.00.
• Agree the revised Finance Committee Terms of Reference.
• Agree to pay Cllr. Tranter £16.00 towards ink for signage for the play areas and recycling
bins.
• Agree to pay a maximum of £250.00 excluding VAT to pay the handyman/maintenance person.

3. Budget v Actual end of October 2020 – Budget scrutinised and agreed by all Councillors.
4. Bank Reconciliation end October 2020 – Bank Reconciliation scrutinised and agreed by all
Councillors.
5. Accounts for Payment – It was unanimously RESOLVED to pay the following payment. Two
councillors to sign the cheques.
Cheque No. 102038
Cheque No. 102039
Cheque No. 102040
R Mullett – Locum £437.50
Information Commissioner £40.00
Top Cut £498.00
7. WEBSITE
1. It was unanimously RESOLVED to agree Website Working Party now be called Website and
Social Media Working Party to incorporate the new council Facebook page and possible future
social media platforms.
2. It was unanimously RESOLVED to adopt the new Facebook Policy.
8. NEW HOMES BONUS CLOSURE
1. Wychavon District Council have confirmed that Hartlebury Parish Council is entitled to
£19,364.00 in uncommitted funds from the New Homes Bonus Scheme. The parish council are
expected to consult with the community to invite their views on ideas for projects of which the
money can be spent on. It was unanimously RESOLVED for the New Homes Bonus Working
Party to liaise with the community via noticeboards, Facebook, website and email to express
their views on project ideas. A new email address has been created to collate ideas
nhb.hpc@gmail.com. The working party will then bring their proposal to the full council in February for agreement to then submit to Wychavon District Council before the application closing date
of 17 th February 2021.
9. VILLAGE/PARISH HALL SURROUNDS
1. Pending receipt of quotations it was unanimously RESOLVED to agree in principle the figure
of £1,000.00 excluding VAT to tidy the parish hall surrounds.
10. PARISH PRECEPT COUNCIL TAX 2021/22
1. It was unanimously RESOLVED to approve the budget for 2021/22 and Precept the figure of
£25,000.00 upon Wychavon District Council.
11. PARISH MAGAZINE
1. It was unanimously agreed that pending a written apology in print in the parish magazine by
the Sales Administrator and the Editor, the parish council would provide copies of our minutes to
be inserted into the magazine. We would not be paying a subscription for this service.
12. BIFFA/WIENERBERGER
1. Cllr. Tranter circulated a report on a meeting with CLC held on 19 th November 2020 and this
was noted by all councillors.
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13. CO-OPTION POLICY
1. The Chairman thanked Cllr. Mrs Atkinson for raising the fact that we did not have a Co-option
Policy.
2. It was unanimously RESOLVED to adopt the new Co-Option Policy.
14. CORRESPONDENCE
1. List circulated and nothing to report.
15. CLERK’S REPORT
1. Report circulated and noted by all councillors.
16. PLAY AREA ASSESSMENT
1. Pending receipt of quotations it was unanimously RESOLVED to agree an amount of
£1,500.00 excluding VAT to rectify the play area surfacing in the larger play area.
17. ALLOTMENTS – ADDITIONAL PLOTS ON ALLOTMENT FIELD
1. Cllr. Mrs Atkinson apologised for a misunderstanding with regards allocating an additional 14
allotments plots and this was accepted by all Councillors. The Chairman thanked Cllr. Mrs Atkinson for all hard work and enthusiasm. It was duly RESOLVED by full council to ratify the decision to allocate an additional 14 new allotment plots all of which have been rented.
2. It was also duly agreed that once there were 10 people on the waiting list Cllr.
Mrs Atkinson could allocate additional plots.
3. Cllr. Mrs Atkinson confirmed that she had sourced free of charge some conifer chipping to try
and alleviate some of the mud on the allotment paths. Although the conifer chipping were of no
cost to the parish council prior approval was not sought.
18. TO RECEIVE REPORT OF PARISH COUNCILLORS
1. Cllr. Mrs Atkinson – Parish Christmas Tree to be placed on next agenda
19. ANY URGENT DECISIONS
1. It was unanimously agreed to site the spare refurbished noticeboard in the bus shelter at
Summerfield.
2. Parish Hall Rear Car Park - Cllr. Buck confirmed that due to health and safety issues over
pot holes in the rear car park at the parish hall it would need to remain closed. Two meetings
have been organised, one with a surveyor who will consider the car park fall and one a technical
specialist with expertise on fall and sub-surfacing. On receipt of the reports the closure will be
discussed further.
3. Parish Hall Front Disabled Car Park – bare patches in the gravel/chip to the front disabled
car park are deteriorating to such an extent that this also raises concerns with regards health
and safety of any disabled person using the car park for fear of any slip or fall especially in
freezing conditions. It was unanimously RESOLVED that disabled parking will not at this time be
allowed until the council look into what the Contracts Administrator who listed this as a defect in
June 2019 failed to have this corrected. Again once reports are received by the parish council
they will discuss a way forward.
4. Cheque No. 102041 – PKF Littlejohn – External Audit £240.00
20. DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Tuesday 2 nd February 2020
21. UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETING) ACT 1960, THE PUBLIC AND
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PRESS AND BROADCAST MEDIA BE EXCLUDED FROM
THE MEETING DURING THE CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING BUSINESS AS PUBLICALLY WOULD BE PREJUDICIAL TO THE PUBLIC INTEREST BECAUSE OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE AGENDA ITEM.
1. Land at Chadwick Bank
2. To consider an issue that has come to light during investigation of outstanding matters Separate confidential minutes have been drafted for council approval.
Meeting closed at 9.20pm

49

50

This space
now available
Call John Hellens
on
01299 251657
for details
(92mm by 60 mm)

Claire Tooley
Booking Secretary
07923 544838

www.hartleburyparishhall.co.uk
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Village Index 2020

Those numbers without a dialling prefix are Hartlebury numbers,
if you dial from outside, please begin with 01299
Church
Parish Rector
Rev. Stephen Winter
07773 760899
Church Warden
Mrs Carolyn Gumbley
251148
Magazine Editor
Mrs Ruth Whittaker
ruth.w@live.co.uk
Magazine Advertising
Mr John Hellens
251657
Magazine Distribution
Mrs Val Hardwick
250937
Choir Leader
Mrs Chris Webb
250452
Tower Captain
Mr John Webb
250452
Organist
Mrs Mary Mayo
250871
7 Parishes Office Administrator
Mr Nick Wright
01905 622464
Youth
Hartlebury C of E Primary School
Mrs Claire Grand
250312
Cambian New Elizabethan School
250258
Parent & Toddlers
Greenwoods Children Centre 01527 861063
Cubs & Scouts, St Michael’s Stourport Mr Mark Gould
879918
Guides
Mrs G Sutherland
01562 631452
Venues
County Museum Hartlebury Castle
250416
Village Hall Chairman
Mr Ray Kirby
250995
Village Hall Booking Sec.
Vacant
Clubs & Societies
Gardening Club Chair
Mr Tony Hardwick
250937
W I President
Mrs Marion Inman
250175
History Society Sec.
Mrs Carol Priest
253525
Cutnall Green Young Farmers
Miss Lorna Pritchard
07903 580716
Hartlebury Art Group
Mrs Diane Maughan
250821
Hartlebury Poetry Group
Mrs Diane Maughan
250821
Friends of Bishops Wood
Mr John Rhyme
250513 Ext. 221
Representatives
Member of Parliament
Mr Nigel Huddlestone
02072 195814
Worcestershire County Council
Cllr Peter Tomlinson
01905 621670
Wychavon District Council
Mr Stephen Bateman
07432 227735
Parish Council Chair
Tim Ingram
Parish Council Clerk
Lesley Cleaver (Acting)
Parish Paths Warden
Mr John Denby
250429
Useful Numbers
Local Bus Timetables
08712 002233 Rail Enquiries
08457 484950
Citizen Advice Bureau
01562 823953 Local Police
01905 725760
Bromsgrove Mobile Library
01527 575855 Tourist Information
404740
Worcester Regulatory Services 01905 822799 wrsenquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk
Environment Agency
0800 80 70 60 enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
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The Tap House Hartlebury
Pub Restaurant & Brewery

Take Away Food & Drinks

Friday & Saturday 12-7.30pm

Sunday 12-3pm

Free Delivery to Hartlebury
Residents
Tel 01299 253275

See our full menu at
www.thetaphousehartlebury.co.uk/restaurant-menu

Tap House Burgers all Served With a Side of Chips
£9.50

£8.00 to

* Southern Fried Chicken Burger * Black & Blue Burger
* The Classic Burger * Texan Pulled Pork Burger * The Moroccan Burger
* Halloumi Burger (Vegetarian)

Tap House Classic Dishes Served with a Side of Chips £8.00 to
£9.50

* Pulled Pork Chicken
* Mexicana Cheesy Chicken
* Hawaiian
Chicken * 10oz Gammon Steak Melt * Large Cod & Chips (Free Mushy
Peas)
* Scampi & Chips
* Beef Lasagne & Chips
* Vegetable Lasagne & Chips (Vegetarian)

Children’s Meal Served With Chips All £3.50
Chicken Nuggets, Sausage, Fish Fingers or Scampi

Sides Chips £2.00 Onion Rings £2.00
Dessert Home Made Triple Chocolate Brownie £2.00

add Cream or Custard Extra 0.50p

Baguettes Served With Salad & Chips

* Classic BLT * Sausage & Onion
* Chicken & Bacon
* Cheese & Onion

£4.95 to £5.95

* Steak & Onion
* BBQ Pulled Pork

Jackets Potatoes Served With a Salad Garnish £4.95 to £5.95
* Cheese & Onion
* Tuna Melt * Cheese & Beans
* Chili & Mexicana Cheese * Pulled Pork * BBQ Pulled Pork

TRADITIONAL SUNDAY LUNCH,

Roast Beef/Roast Pork/Roast Turkey/Nut Roast £7.50
Served with Roast Potatoes, Seasonal Vegetables Home Made Gravy.
Sides, - Cauliflower Cheese £2.50,Garlic Potatoes £2.50… …..

CALL 01299 253275 to Place All Food and Drink Orders
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