Price 60p
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December 2019–January 2020
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Some Thoughts on the Keeping of Christmas
There have always been plenty of reasons to be cynical. There have always
been people who have disappointed our expectations of them. There have
always been hypocrites. There have always been rascals who have tried, at
least, to take us for fools; and sometimes, dare I say, they have even
succeeded. And there are few things that upset us more than believing that
others regard us as fools..
If we get used to living in such a way that we are always on the alert against
anything that might cause us this kind of disappointment, then we may
achieve some kind of security, but it will be a pretty miserable affair. Miserable
for us and miserable for those who share our lives as well. We become Scrooge
like figures who approach Christmas and everything to do with it with a “Bah!
Humbug!”
And this brings me to the keeping of Christmas. There is a form of religious
cynicism that gets very grumpy at this time of the year and is endlessly
disappointed by everything to do with the way that Christmas is kept. They
complain about its commercialisation and to a certain degree they have a
point. There are people who think of Christmas purely in terms of the making
of money. There was once a retail consortium in the United States who made
representations to the Federal Government to have the date of Christmas
moved from December 25th to sometime in the summer arguing that there
were already enough commercial opportunities such as Black Friday in the last
weeks of the year. But I began this piece by saying that there have always been
plenty of reasons to be cynical, including religious cynicism, and I do not want
to end there.
I would rather end with Charles Dickens's wonderful story, “A Christmas
Carol.” This has been a favourite of mine ever since I was a small boy and
Mr Platt, my remarkable Primary School head teacher, used to recite a version
of it before we went across to the village hall for the annual School Christmas
Party. I am sure that it must have been something that he composed himself
as I have never heard it as he told it since then. I was spellbound by it then and
I love it to this day.
The story is of the spiritual transformation of the miserable Mr Scrooge on a
Christmas Eve long ago. After the education that he receives from the Ghosts
Continued overleaf
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Continued from Page 1

of Christmas, past, present and future he rediscovers the joy of Christmas
and of life. He is, as it were, born again. Dickens says this of his experience:
“He went to church, and walked about the streets, and watched the people
hurrying to and fro, and patted children on the head, and questioned
beggars, and looked down into the kitchens of houses, and up to the
windows, and found that everything could yield him pleasure. He had never
dreamed that any walk- that anything- could give him so much happiness.”
Why not give all of that a go this Christmas and keep the feast well. And
may I wish you a Merry Christmas and, God bless Us, Everyone!
The Rev’d Stephen Winter

The Community Cafe have been busy, and funds have
paid £250 each to three worthy causes:
Kidderminster Citizens Advice
Kidderminster Prostate Cancer Support Group and
Médecins Sans Fronteres.
Thank you all to visit and support the Café on Tuesday
Mornings 10-12am. Do come along for breakfast or morning coffee or tea,
beautiful cakes available along with toast or
bacon butties!
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Funeral at Wyre Forest Crematorium
13th November 2019 Albert John Oliver Died 23.10.19 Age 88
Funeral Service at St James followed by service at Wyre Forest
Crematorium
14th November 2019 Kenneth Joseph Leslie Gough Died 16.10.19
Age 75
Funeral at Wyre Forest Crematorium
22nd November 2019 Jean Mary Hemmings

THE SEVEN PARISHES OFFICE

Administrator : Mr Nick Wright

Tel 01905 622464 (please leave a message)
or 07968 531216 (in emergencies only) .
Email: parishes7@btinternet.com
Web:

post: The Seven Parishes Office
c/o The Old Post Office
Cutnall Green
DROITWICH
WR9 0PW

www.7parishes.co.uk

ST JAMES CHURCH
If you wish to book a wedding or a baptism please contact the Seven
Parishes Office.
If you have any queries about your wedding or baptism or wish to speak
to a member of our church, you may contact:
Chris Webb, wedding and baptism co-ordinator on 01299 250452 or
Carolyn Gumbley, churchwarden on 01299 251148
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Hartlebury WI
Christmas Tree Festival

Friday 6th December 6.00-8.00pm
Saturday 7th December 10.30am-4.00pm
Sunday 8th December 11.30am-2.00pm
30plus unique Christmas Trees to see,
Refreshments, mulled wine, musical
interludes,
WI cake stall, WI handmade crafts,
tombola!

Free Entry!
Please try and join us at this special
time of the year! All profits will be
shared between Worcestershire
Breast Cancer Haven and Hartlebury
WI (Donations very welcome)
Contact us on hartleburywi@gmail.com if you would like to
enter a Christmas tree in the
festival ONLY £4.00 PER TREE,
Whether real or artificial (tree to
be supplied by the entrant)
It’s not too late!! Joy in the fun...
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Hartlebury WI
Marion Inman warmly welcomed members and visitors to the meeting in
November. A very dark, wet and typical autumnal evening!
October 2019 was another busy month with a small group visiting the
Worcestershire Breast Unit Haven based in
Worcester Royal Hospital. The charity is being
supported by Hartlebury WI during the Christmas
Tree Festival. Members also visited The Valley
Evesham which gave the group a wonderful opportunity to do a little
Christmas shopping and enjoy some retail therapy! The Book Club and Sewing
Group also met over recent days.
Around 8 or 9 members attended the Annual Council Meeting on Saturday 9
November which took place at the Three Counties Showground, Malvern.
It was a very long but interesting day with the opportunity to listen to Stuart
Hilliard of Sewing Bee fame who spoke of his life as a TV personality and
fanatical quilt maker. We were successful in the various competition classes
we had entered gaining a first place in the photography section, a Highly
Commended in the sugar craft class plus a third in the craft class. High marks
were attained in the co-operative, preserves, art and bread making classes.
Well done to Dawn, Freda, Barbara, Pat, Pauline, Paras and Louise who made
time and put in a lot of hard work to achieve such good results representing
Hartlebury WI. Overall, we achieved third place in the Worcestershire
Federation, a very respectable achievement.
Our Christmas Tree Festival takes place on the weekend of December 6 at
St James’ Church Hartlebury. Free entry throughout the weekend. Alongside
the unique Christmas trees, the U3A Handbell Ringers will be performing on
the Friday evening, on the Saturday morning (11.00-11.30 am) Hartlebury
Castle Choir, Saturday afternoon (2.30–3.30 pm) Kidderminster Ukulele group
and on Sunday morning 11.30 am St James’ Church Handbell Ringers. The
musical interludes will all add to the festive atmosphere.
The first meeting in the New Year will be on Wednesday 8 January and the
speaker for the evening will be Paul Harding with the subject “Ancient Egypt”
with the competition following through “Anything cats” as we know how fond
the Egyptians were of cats!
Well, I think that is all for 2019 except to say that Hartlebury WI members
would like to wish everyone a very peaceful Christmas and New Year.

Lorraine Purcell
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A little bit of history, do you recognise anyone?
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The first and earliest photograph shows the smaller children “Group IV” at
Sytchampton School in 1918. My mum, Miss Annie Sidaway, is the little girl
with the curly hair and the white dress in the middle of the back row. I don’t
know who the other children were, but they would have been from Acton,
Comhampton, Dunhampton, Doverdale, Uphampton and Crossway Green as
well as Sytchampton.
The second photograph shows a troop of Girl Guides c. 1927 or 1928. Also, at
Sytchampton, I think. My mum is second from the left on the middle row; she
seems to have a lot of merit badges, so she must have been a bit keen! I know
there is a lady in the picture who was my mum’s very good friend; we used to
visit her in Hartlebury when I was small. I think her name was Ethel Cotterell
or Cotterill and she lived near the top of Waresley Road. I am not certain
which girl in the photograph she is, but first on the left next to my mum on the
middle row is a strong possibility.
My dad, Harold Simons, also went to Sytchampton School, after his family
moved to Boreley in the early 1920’s.
Mum and dad were married at Doverdale Church in 1936 and lived in
Norchard Lane as tenants of Mr Radcliffe, who owned a brewing company in
Kidderminster. My brother Tony was born in 1938 and attended Hartlebury
Church of England Primary School during WW2. The family moved to
Kidderminster just after the war, where my sister and I grew up, but my
parents always kept in touch with friends, family and connections around
Hartlebury and Ombersley. My dad’s younger brother, Mr Edgar Simons lived
in Stourport Road, Crossway Green all his married life and ran a successful
haulage business from there during the 1960’s and early 1970’s.
Quite a few of the families from Acton, Dunhampton and Comhampton,
would have been regular attendees at the little Church at St Mary’s, Bishop’s
Wood in the 1920’s and 1930’s, as although it was (strictly speaking) within
the parish of Hartlebury, it was their nearest Church. Three generations of my
family are buried there, my grandparents, parents and sadly in 2015, my
brother.
That’s all I can tell you; I hope it’s of some interest.
David Simons
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News from the new Acting Head at
Hartlebury CoE Primary School...
Hartlebury Church of England (VC) Primary School children
have been very busy this term with trips, outdoor activities
and community events. We learn through Christian Values
of Generosity, Forgiveness and Peace. We think about how
these values effect ourselves, others and the community.
Through worship we develop our knowledge of bible
stories that demonstrate these values. We have shared the story of the Good
Samaritan and the Loaves and Fishes. We learn how we can adopt these
values and demonstrate them in our own lives. We learn about Forgiveness
and Peace when thinking about Remembrance and all those who gave their
lives for us during conflict. The Year 6 children contributed to the
Remembrance Service at St James’s Church on Remembrance Day and were
engaged in learning about the local people who lost their lives for us. They
showed great respect, another value we aim to instill in our children, and
demonstrated reverence throughout.
We have also taken part in raising money for several charities. We held a
coffee and cake afternoon for MacMillan, and we turned spotty for Children in
Need. We have collected over 30 boxes for Operation Christmas Child and the
children are always keen to display their generous nature, highlighting our
value of Generosity.
The Open the Book team have taken worship regularly here at Hartlebury
Church of England Primary School again, for which we send our great thanks
and appreciation. The children always love their bible stories and enjoy taking
part, bringing them to life.

Our children have also been learning about the Stone Age, Anglo Saxons and
Vikings this term. With the Year 4 children visiting the Wyre Forest to explore
the Anglo Saxons and Vikings, and their longboats, and Year 3 children visiting
Bishops Wood to discover how to build Stone Age shelters. We also have a
theatre trip booked in November to The Alexandra Theatre in Birmingham to
see Billionaire Boy and our Year 1 and 2 children have visited the Think Tank
to explore the Planetarium.
Our wrap around care is something we are constantly proud of, as we provide
before and after school care for working families, that is motivational and
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nurturing. We offer meals and activities to cater for the children’s needs.
Our P. E. and sporting activities have earned us the Silver Mark for Sport.
Our football team has taken part in interschool tournaments, where they
won and drew several matches, enjoying the team spirit and
competition! We are also keeping active with our new play equipment on
the field, which we are excited about using, weather permitting!
We have also been awarded the Music Mark, so look out for our up and
coming KS1 Nativity Production as well as our Christmas Service at
St James’s. We offer extra-curricular guitar, piano, ukulele and violin
lessons, whilst in Year 4 the children are learning the Fife.
Our number of children in school is growing, with many new pupils
coming from the new residents of the village. If you would like to
consider our school for your child, please come and have a ‘look round’
and we will be very happy to show you our wonderful school with all its
fabulous facilities. Please feel free to call or email, we would love to hear
from you.
Claire Grand, Acting Head of School
Hartlebury Church of England Primary School
Rectory Lane, Hartlebury, Worcs., DY11 7TD
Tel: 01299 250312 Email:office@hartlebury.worcs.sch.uk
Website- www.hartlebury.worcs.sch.uk
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Hedgerow Ramblings
Dear Villagers,
Some of you may have noticed Hermione has been absent for a while from
the Parish hedgerows. I travelled over to the other side of the world, taking
in many wonders and seeing extraordinary sights.
As part of this adventure I
visited Tasmania, and spent a
week in Hobart, its capital. It
is a place of great charm and
displays many of the most
attractive houses, halls and
Georgian buildings seen in
Australia. History has it the
island was first noticed in
1642 by the Dutch East India
Company’s ships. They did
not realise it was an island and named it Van Diemen’s Land after the Dutch
Governor at the time. They were uninterested in landing and using the
place, and it was left alone until the French came along in the late 1700’s.
It was colonised by the British in 1803 purely as a convenient place to
transport felons from the ‘mother country’; the British had a real interest in
securing the island before the French snaffled it! There had been the small
business of the Napoleonic wars creating much tension between the two
nations.
Before the Europeans arrived it had been occupied by First
Nation people for more than 8,000 years, living a nomadic
and peaceful life. The fate of the indigenous people was
terrible to imagine. They fought increasingly desperately
for access to their land and lost many battles, having
inferior weapons. Then, much like North American’s First
Nations, they caught smallpox and measles brought by the
Europeans, and died in greater numbers. In 1831 there
were only 200 indigenous people left and by the end of
the century there were none.
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This dark history, coupled with a cruel and relentlessly harsh penal system,
haunts Hobart to this day.

The photos hanging in the old court house show men, women and children
who had been banished from England for as little as stealing a loaf of bread
or poaching. They endured a punishing sea crossing lasting many months
only to arrive to hostile penal servitude. The women were placed in a
building called the ‘Female Factory’. After a short spell in prison (seven to
fourteen years!) the women were often placed into the homes of the
wealthy as servants and received no wage. The attitude to female felons
was damning; one governor described them as a ‘monolithic bunch of
damned whores’ when in fact often they had been trying to feed a family
against a backdrop of abject poverty in England. Looking around these wellpreserved buildings and visiting the old prison settlement at Port Arthur is a
sobering experience, despite the sunshine and the knowledge those dark
times are over.

Our accommodation was close to Battery Point where, in 1818, soldiers
were posted to defend Hobart against an enemy attack, which never
materialised. The only time the soldiers caused any damage was when they
fired a canon to mark a celebration, forgetting to tell local residents to
open all their windows – so that much of the glass shattered!
Keep your spirits up.
Hermione.
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Friday 29th, Saturday 30th and Sunday 1st December
Friday 6th, Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th December
Friday 13th, Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th December
Friday 20th, Saturday21st and Sunday 22nd December

10am till 4pm

Or by appointment

Prices held for the third year running!
Both traditional and ornamental trees start from £4.00 per ft.
Netting and blocking £4.50
For information call David or Linda on 01299 250 884

(NB. We use call guarding. Please follow the prompt and say trees)

A donation from the trees sold will go to Birmingham Children’s Hospital

Your tree is still growing - make it part of your Xmas fun!
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Recording Butterflies on Hartlebury Common
Hartlebury Common Local Group’s November talk, by acting chairman Mike
Lomax, was about the interesting results of his butterfly surveys on the
Common. Mike, with help from others, follows a weekly circular walk,
under fine weather conditions (when butterflies could actually be around),
from April to September, during which he records the numbers and the
species of butterflies observed. Known as a butterfly ‘transect’, this
recording is done for the charity Butterfly Conservation who now have over
2800 similar walks and is one the biggest examples of ‘Citizen Science’ in the
UK.
What is so special about butterflies that they get so much attention? Well,
apart from being beautiful the presence of some species is an indicator of
how ‘healthy’ a wildlife habitat might be. Mike’s records have shown an
increase in the numbers of 12 species (such as the Purple Hairstreak and
Marbled White) a drop for 8 species (notably, the Large Skipper, Small
Tortoise-shell, and Green-veined White) over the last 5 years.
Particularly interesting, of course, is an increase in lowland heath
specialities: the Green Hairstreak which likes gorse, broom and bramble and
the Small Heath which likes the dry, well-drained grassland. This evidence
supports the improving state of this nature reserve and Site of Special
Scientific Interest. Ten years ago it had started to lose its status as a
heathland, but now, after much restoration work from the county council
and many volunteers, rejuvenated gorse, heather and grassy areas allow for
the rare flora and fauna characteristic of a heath. Since 2016, the heathland
areas of the upper and lower terraces (sections covered by Mike’s surveys)
have recovered – as determined in an assessment by the government body,
Natural England.
The Group’s next talk will be by Roger Umpelby on ‘Bredon Hill through the
year: a nature lover’s view’ on Monday 9th December at 8.00 pm. at
Stourport Sports Club, Kingsway – opposite Stourport High School (DY13
8BQ). Note that a members only AGM will take place from 7.00 to 7.45 pm
preceding this.
All are welcome to come to the talk which costs £3. For further information
about Hartlebury Common Local Group, please go to
www.hartleburycommon.org.uk
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ST JAMES CHURCH
HARTLEBURY

CANDLE-LIT

CAROL SERVICE
SUNDAY 22 DECEMBER 5.00 P.M.

All Welcome
Carols and Readings
followed by
Mulled Wine and Mince Pies
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The next meeting of Hartlebury History Society is at
Hartlebury Parish Hall

Thursday December 19th - 7.30 pm

Carole Clements
will give a talk entitled:

The King of the
Pirates
(His role in restoring Charles II
to the throne)
All are welcome, please come and join us
to hear this excellent speaker
Admission: members £2, non members £3
Free refreshments will be available after the meeting

18

FROM ALEPPO TO DROITWICH
I like to collect bookmarks when I am visiting museums, art galleries or
stately homes. Sometimes I buy one just because the picture is interesting
like the one, I picked up several years ago in the Pergamum Museum in
Berlin. It had a colourful representation of a wall panel from a house in the
ancient Syrian city of Aleppo. Sadly, I have never visited this beautiful city.
Now I will never get the chance because this historic place and its population
have been devastated because of eight years of bloody strife.
It now has pride of place in my daily Prayer Book because it reminds me of a
very special Syrian family from Aleppo who have recently come to live
among us in Droitwich. They are a refugee family of five, plus one more, little
Syrian/English girl who arrived in a Worcester Royal Maternity unit just a
couple of weeks ago. Bakri, Wisal and their children arrived here several
months ago as part of the contingent who came to Worcestershire under the
auspices of the government Refugee Action (RA) Scheme. Other families
have come to Worcester, Kidderminster, Redditch, Bromsgrove and
Evesham.
Bakri is an interior decorator. He and Wasil lived with their extended families
near Aleppo. Tragically some of their wider family were killed in the
internecine violence. The cruel indiscriminate slaughter and the bombing of
even the most basic requirements for a normal existence made family life
intolerable. Fearing for the lives of their children they took the
heart-rending decision to leave their Syrian homeland. They found refuge in
a Lebanese refugee camp and after two years, they were selected as an
appropriate family to come to the UK as part of our government’s
commitment to offer asylum to some of the millions of Syrian refugees. They
were fleeing from the violence not only in Aleppo but throughout that
cultured, beautiful country which played such an important role in the story
of our Bible.
Bakri, his wife, four young children plus new baby girl obviously face huge
challenges as they adapt to a radically new way of life. The four children are
attending local schools First, Middle and High. The biggest and most obvious
challenge is language. The adults must negotiate food banks, seek out Halal
meat, and explain a sore tooth to the dentist etc. etc. It is surprising how
quickly the two youngest, Hamza and Suleiman, are picking up the essentials
at school and are teaching their parents!
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But for most of us adult befrienders English and Arabic just don’t mix, and
Arabic script is beyond us. We are saved by an app. on the smart phone
which can translate English into Arabic (when it is ‘spoke proper’!) That
said, it is amazing how facial expressions, especially a smile with an
appropriate ‘high- five’ can soon break down barriers.
This was powerfully brought home to some of us when we took the family
to meet some local quilters in Ombersley Memorial Hall where they were
to receive several beautiful quilts as welcome gifts from the local area. On
first meeting a natural shyness pervaded but very soon we noticed that
Syrians have a sweet tooth! Loads of Cups of sweet tea and iced raspberry
cupcakes began to break down barriers. Suliaman and Hamza’s eyes grew
bigger and bigger as they piled up the cakes. They began to smile. Then
some of us went out to the playground where the two youngest were on
the swings and slides. Jamal and then his shyer elder sister Sidra joined in.
Soon dad appeared and without noticing we were all laughing, smiling and
doing stupid stuff – the common language of childhood. Who needs an
app!
Wasil stayed back in the hall with the women and who needs a common
language when you are expecting a baby in a couple of weeks? You are
among sisters. As she said goodbye, she managed a few words in English:
‘Today I am happy’.
What a wonderful gift from Aleppo to Droitwich.
Peter Kerr (stephen.kerr46@yahoo.co.uk)
Please do get in touch if you are interested in being involved with the
Droitwich Welcomes Refugees group.
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Ombersley Family Dental Practice
Mrs Andy Wright B.D.S. (Edin)

A friendly private practice specialising in
preventive dental care for all the family in a happy
relaxed atmosphere
New patients welcome.
Cosmetic treatments including whitening
Sports gum-shields for all ages in various colours and designs
Same day emergency appointments
Large car park
Racks Lane, Ombersley, Nr Droitwich, Worcs. WR9 0EN
Tel: 01905 621881

www.ombersleyfamilydental.co.uk
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Ombersley Dramatic Society
Ombersley Dramatic Society (ODS) staged a very successful first production at
The Parish Hall in late November entitled “It Must Be Love” a farcical comedy
written by Raymond Hopkins (the author attended from his home in Oxford
on the last night). The actors all performed their parts very well and the
Society was particularly pleased with all the assistance from the Parish Hall
Committee to enable the production to run smoothly.
It was also pleasing to note that many members of the former audiences at
Ombersley came to see this show and joined with new faces from Hartlebury
and surrounding villages so that around 200 watched the shows over the
three performance nights.
The next production will be staged in April but has not begun auditions yet
and so ODS will continue through December from Monday 25th November at
7.30 pm at the Hall. In addition, we are holding an Open evening on Monday
6th January also at 7.30 pm for any prospective new members interested in
joining and maybe taking a part in future productions.
So, please could any readers of this magazine who wish to take part or know a
family member or friend who might be interested, just come along any
Monday, even if just for a cuppa.
Finally, ODS would like to thank the staff at Hartlebury Post Office for selling
around three dozen tickets for their recent show.
Chris Marsh
Looking for a new hobby this New Year?
Ombersley Dramatic are looking for new members
Just come along to Hartlebury Parish Hall on
Monday 6th January at 7.30pm to try your hand.
Who knows, you may be the next Cumberbatch or Winslet?"
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The next meeting of Hartlebury History Society is at
Hartlebury Parish Hall
Thursday January 16th at 7.30 pm

Max Hunt
will give a talk entitled:

Shelsley Walsh,
The History of a Village
All are welcome, please come and join us
to hear this excellent speaker
Admission: members £2, non members £3
Free refreshments will be available after the meeting
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REMEMBRANCE AT HARTLEBURY 2019

The first Armistice Day was held in 1919, at which time the Cenotaph was
being built in Whitehall to commemorate those killed in the Great War.
Exactly 100 years later a handrail was installed at Hartlebury so that future
generations will be able to climb more safely up and down the steps leading
to our own war memorial.
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Jem Groves
Interior/exterior
Decorator
high quality workmanship
carried out in a clean and
professional manner
free quotations

home 01562 637609
mobile 07980425813

The Cottage, Low Hill,
Torton, Hartlebury,
Worcs DY10 4HT
Email:
office@catkinscattery.net
www.catkinscattery.net
Purpose built
luxury boarding cattery
for special guests
Tel: 01299 250472
25

Hartlebury Gardening Club
Fungi – Myths, Varieties and Food Diana Parsons
Diana set up a colourful display of many different types of fungi which filled
three large tables. Some of these were part of a collection she can keep for a
while and others must be collected specially for a talk. She had featured on
television and radio over the previous few days because this time of year is a
good one for seeing fungi.
She told us that some people think that mushrooms are okay to eat, and
toadstools are poisonous, but they are all fungi and unless you are confident
in identifying them, you should never eat them. A Death cap will kill you in
five days – for the first three days you have vomiting and diarrhoea, it goes
away on the fourth day but comes back on the fifth but far worse.
The fairy toadstool, which is red with white spots, is the Fly Agaric, so called
because it was said if you cut it into strips and put it in milk, it would keep the
flies away. Unfortunately, this does not work and would make the milk
undrinkable.
Some fungi contain hallucinogenic chemicals. Apparently the Eskimos would
feed them to their reindeer or their wives and would then collect their urine
which would concentrate the hallucinogen. No wonder they can pull Santa’s
sleigh around the world in one night!
Diana showed us how the spores of different fungi have a different
appearance, size, colour and shape. We can see when spores are being
produced because the gills on the underside of the cap becomes darker,
changing to the colour of the spores.
Honey fungus causes great problems in woodlands but as all woodlands have
some honey fungus, it is thought that it can only get into damaged trees.
Fairy rings of mushrooms gradually get a larger and larger radius as each year
they grow outside the previous one. Some fairy rings are hundreds of years
old.
Diana showed us some of her much-used reference books some of which can
be taken into the field. Her talk was very interesting, and she recommended
that we look around for the variety of fungi we can find, particularly in
woodland areas but with the good advice to avoid eating anything we cannot
confidently identify.
We now break for the winter and our next meeting: Thursday 5 March 2020
at 7.30 pm in the Parish Hall will also include our AGM.
Pat Jewkes
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Edwin Harris & Sons
Funeral Directors
1 Crane Street, Kidderminster
Worcs DY11 6XT

Kidderminster : 01562 822625 / 823570
Bewdley & Stourport: 01299 829873
We are a well established independent
family run business covering all areas of
Worcestershire & the West Midlands.
Circa 1897. Advice always available.
Home visits arranged as required. Prepaid funeral plans are advanced as part of
our service.

Private Chapel of Rest
Customer Care Award Winners 2011
E-mail: contact us@edwinharris.co.uk
Visit our website: www.edwinharris.co.uk

MARK WILLIAMS FIPW
PROFESSIONAL WILLWRITER
“38+ years legal experience as a
Detective Superintendent & now as
a Professional Willwriter, means you
can definitely trust Mark to write
your Will”
Wills or Powers of Attorney from £85
Free Will Reviews,
Care Home Fee Avoidance,
Probate Support,
& Big Savings on Funeral Plans

Instructions taken in the comfort
of your own home
T: 01299 251442 M: 07966 053887

E: mark@ambalegalservices.co.uk
W: ambalegalservices.co.uk

Trading Standards Institute Approved
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New Year Celebration
Worcester Philharmonic Orchestra

Pershore Abbey

Saturday, 4th January at 2.30 pm
Conductor Joe Davies
Programme includes:

J Strauss Overture: Die Fledermaus
Tchaikovsky Excerpts from the Nutcracker Suite
A Selection of Viennese Favourites

Tickets £12 (under 16 free) from
www.ticketsource.co.uk/
Worcester Philharmonic Orchestra
Worcester, Malvern and Pershore Tourist Offices
Pershore Town Hall, ‘Blue’ 19 Broad Street Pershore
Box Office Tel. 01905 353013
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News and Events from...
Merry Christmas from the team at Hartlebury Castle!
We’ve been busy preparing for the festive season, and our volunteers have helped us
decorate the Castle ready for our Christmas events. It’s looking absolutely beautiful and
we’re all beginning to feel a little bit more festive. The Christmas
jumpers and Santa hats will probably start to appear soon!
We’re also very excited to be involved in the WI Christmas Tree
Festival. Some of the Christmas baubles were made by our staff and
volunteers as we asked them what Hartlebury Castle meant to them.
There have been some lovely decorations returned.
Our garden volunteers have also been hard at work making friendly
reindeer and Christmas decorations using wood from the Castle
grounds. These will be available to buy in the Castle shop and during
our Christmas at the Castle event.
If you’re looking for Christmas gifts, why not pop down to
the Castle shop to browse our range of lovely items. We
also have experiences that you can buy as a special gift for
friends or family. Give someone the chance to enjoy a
Traditional or Prosecco Afternoon Tea for 2 in the Café, a
guided tour of the Hurd Library and Bishop’s House, or even
a Falconry course in Carriage Circle. Find out more about
these below. You may even end up buying them for yourself!
Our Annual Pass also creates a lovely
gift for families (£45), providing free
entry to the Castle for 2 adults and 2 children for 12 months,
including on events days.
The Bishop’s Table Café is running two special Christmas menus
throughout December. Enjoy a 3-course Christmas menu with
choices including Brie wedges, Traditional Roast Turkey and a Baileys Chocolate pot
as some of your options, as well as a glass of sparkling wine to enjoy on arrival. Prices
are £15.95 for 2 courses, or £18.95 for 3 courses. Alternatively, relax with a Christmas
Afternoon Tea including Turkey & Cranberry Sandwiches, a Pig in blanket, Clementine
Cheesecake and many other delicious delights, for just £15 per person. A children’s
Afternoon Tea is also available with a Turkey sandwich, Christmas Yule Log and a hot
chocolate amongst the selection for £8 per child. For full menus, to book, or to buy an
Afternoon Tea gift voucher, please visit our website or call the café on 01299 251901.
Pre-booking is essential for both menus.

January 2020

We’re closed for general visits in January, as we take the time to spring clean, but
we’ve got some great events running throughout the month and the Bishop’s House is
open for pre-booked tours. The Bishops’ Table Café will be closed on weekdays, but
will still be open at weekends.
We re-open for general visits on 1st February.
Continued on Page 36
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Upcoming events at Hartlebury Castle:
Saturday 7th & Sunday 8th December, 11am – 4pm
Christmas at the Castle

Join us for this much loved event as we hold our traditional
Christmas celebration. Meet Father Christmas and explore
seasonal gifts and craft stalls as you find those perfect gifts.
Enjoy fun children's activities, horse and carriage rides and
listen to musical performances from local groups. Normal
admission fees apply, plus an additional cost to visit Santa
(includes a present).

Friday 13th December, 7.30pm
A Thousand Years of Christmas with former Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan
Williams
We are delighted to be welcoming Dr Rowan Williams to
Hartlebury Castle for an enchanting evening of seasonal songs
and verses. Rowan Williams is joined by soprano Sally Bradshaw,
and pianist Michael Haslam to bring you wonderful performances
and some festive cheer.
Hear a variety of breath-taking pieces read by Rowan Williams:
including some of his own poetry. Enjoy musical duets as he sings
folk carols and arias with Sally Bradshaw. Sally will also be
performing a wonderful variety of music from eleventh century
chant to Victorian Music Hall, and of course, carols. Michael
Haslam will be adding to the magic of the evening, joining the singing as well as
accompanying on piano, violin and psaltery.
£25.00, includes complimentary glass of mulled wine and mince pie (+booking fee)
Visit www.priorbooking.com/u/hartleburycastle or call 01299 250416 to book.

Saturday 14th, Sunday 15th & Saturday 21st
December, 9.30—11.30am
Breakfast with Santa
Santa loves the Bishop’s Table Café breakfasts so much,
that he’s already booked his breakfasts in for December
and he’d love for you to join him! Come along with the
family for a tasty breakfast in the Café and have a lovely
chat as you meet Father Christmas. Breakfast and drink included in the cost. Booking is
essential. To book please call 01299 251901 or email catering@hartleburycastle.com
Adults: £8.95 (includes Full English/Veggie Breakfast)
Children: £10.95 (includes Waffle with banana and toffee sauce, or a mini English
Breakfast and present) Babies: £6 (present only)

Thursday 19th December, 6.30pm (Quiz starts 7pm)
Christmas Quiz

Join us for a fun festive themed quiz at the Bishops Table Café. Tuck into a delicious
turkey & stuffing roll accompanied by sea salted rosemary chips. For vegetarians there
is an option of a vegetarian Quorn roast with stuffing and cranberry sauce. Make it even
more yummy by adding gravy, or not if that’s your preference. Book as a team or come
along and we’ll find you someone to join up with.
£8.50 per person, Teams maximum of 4 people, Call 01299 251901 to book.
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It’s Quizmas!
What is traditionally used to make a snowman’s nose?
In which pantomime is Widow Twankey?
Where should you stand to wait for a buss?
Name two plants the Romans used to decorate houses for their December
festival, the Saturnalia.
“God bless us, everyone,” said Tiny Tim. In which novel does he appear
and who was his father?
Which bird feeds on a sacred parasite?
“We three kings of Orient are/Bearing gifts we traverse afar.” Which king
gave which gift?
Who outlawed Christmas pudding?
In which Shakespearean comedy, frequently performed at Christmas, do
we hear a belch?
“Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house.” Provide
the second line.
Today it is usually a cake – but what was the original yule-log?
During the temporary truce of the First World War, the sound of soldiers
singing a carol was heard coming from the German trenches. Which carol
was it?
Good King Wenceslas looked out on the feast of Stephen. When is it?
Which bird is traditionally eaten in Eastern Europe on Christmas Day?
Whose proboscis was uncommonly luminescent?
“Dashing through the snow…” In what, exactly?
When first footing, who is supposed to carry what, and where?
Why is the robin particularly associated with Christmas?
Vasco da Gama discovered it on Christmas Day 1497, and named it
accordingly. Today it is a province of South Africa. Which one?
Santa Claus has eight reindeer. Name as many as you can.
Vera
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Need help with your advert?
Contact John Hellens on 01299 251657

Need help with your article for the magazine?
Contact Ruth Whittaker on 0744 694 2239
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This space
now available
Call John Hellens
on
01299 251657
for details
(92mm by 60 mm)

Claire Tooley
Booking Secretary
07923 544838

www.hartleburyparishhall.co.uk
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Village Index 2019

Those numbers without a dialling prefix are Hartlebury numbers, if you
dial outside, please begin with 01299
Church
Parish Rector
Rev. Stephen Winter
07773 760899
Church Warden
Mrs Carolyn Gumbley
251148
Magazine Editor
Mrs Ruth Whittaker
ruth.w@live.co.uk
Magazine Advertising
Mr John Hellens
251657
Magazine Distribution
Mrs Val Hardwick
250937
Choir Leader
Mrs Chris Webb
250452
Tower Captain
Mr John Webb
250452
Organist
Mrs Mary Mayo
250871
7 Parishes Office Administrator
Mr Nick Wright
01905 622464
Youth
Hartlebury C of E Primary School
Mrs Caroline Unitt
250312
Cambian New Elizabethan School
250258
Parent & Toddlers
Greenwoods Children Centre 01527 861063
Cubs & Scouts, St Michael’s Stourport Mr Mark Gould
879918
Guides
Mrs G Sutherland
01562 631452
Venues
County Museum Hartlebury Castle
250416
Village Hall Chairman
Mr Ray Kirby
250995
Village Hall Booking Sec.
Mrs Claire Tooley
07923 544838
Clubs & Societies
Gardening Club Chair
Mr Tony Hardwick
250937
W I President
Mrs Marion Inman
250175
History Society Sec.
Mrs Carol Priest
253525
Cutnall Green Young Farmers
Miss Lorna Pritchard
07903 580716
Hartlebury Art Group
Mrs Diane Maughan
250821
Hartlebury Poetry Group
Mrs Diane Maughan
250821
Friends of Bishops Wood
Mr John Rhyme
250513 Ext. 221
Representatives
Member of Parliament
Mr Nigel Huddlestone
02072 195814
Worcestershire County Council
Cllr Peter Tomlinson
01905 621670
Wychavon District Council
Mr Stephen Bateman
07432 227735
Parish Council Chair
Vacant
Parish Council Clerk
Mr Neil Gulliver
07927 311041
Parish Paths Warden
Mr John Denby
250429
Useful Numbers
Local Bus Timetables
08712 002233 Rail Enquiries
08457 484950
Citizen Advice Bureau
01562 823953 Local Police
01905 725760
Bromsgrove Mobile Library
01527 575855 Tourist Information
404740
Worcester Regulatory Services 01905 822799 wrsenquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk
Environment Agency
0800 80 70 60 enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
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Hartlebury Parish Hall—Weekly Hall Bookings

Monday

Tuesday

*NEW* Yoga

6pm—7pm

Drama Group

7:30pm - 10pm

Community Café
Craft Group

Wednesday

Yoga

Friday

Yoga
Tai Chi
Portman Dance

Bookings for December 2019
Sunday
1st
Tuesday
3rd
Wednesday
4th
Wednesday
4th
Thursday
5th
Thursday
5th
Friday
6th
Monday
9th
Thursday
12th
Tuesday
17th
Thursday
19th
Sunday
22nd
Thursday
26th
Bookings for January 2020
Wednesday
1st
Wednesday
8th
Thursday
9th
Tuesday
14th
Wednesday
15th
Thursday
16th
Sunday
19th
Tuesday
21st
Friday
24th
Sunday
26th
Thursday
30th

10:30am – Midday
10am - 3pm

10am - 11am
10:30am - 11:30am
4pm—6pm
7pm - 10:30pm

Football
Choir Rehearsal
NHS
QE1 Foundation
Cambian Group
MP Q&A
Shindig Snow Queen
Flower Arranging
Polling Station
Choir Rehearsal
History Society
Armoury Action Air
Football

10am-1pm
7pm-8:30pm
8am-5pm
5:15pm-7pm
1pm-3pm
6:30pm-9pm
7:30pm-10pm
09:45-4:15pm
7am-10pm
7pm-8:300pm
7pm-10:30pm
1pm-9pm
10am-1pm

Football
WI
Armoury Action Air
Parish Council Meeting
HPHMC
History Society
Football
Choir Rehearsal
Race Night
Football
Armoury Action Air

10am-1pm
7pm—10pm
7pm-10pm
7pm—10pm
7pm-9pm
7pm-10:30pm
10am-1pm
7pm-8:30pm
6pm-11:30pm
10am-1pm
5pm-10pm
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