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Some Reflections on Our Experience of Coronavirus
I have to write my contribution to the Parish Magazines in Hartlebury,
Ombersley and Doverdale, and Elmley Lovett, Hampton Lovett, Elmbridge
and Rushock by about the 6th or 7th day of the month and so by the time you
read this things will have moved on rapidly. Many more people will have
contracted the virus and, sadly, some people will have died. I am not going to
attempt to talk about the virus itself. I agree with Jürgen Klopp that football
managers have little intelligence to add to our knowledge of how viruses
work (what an intelligent answer to a silly question!) and I don’t think that
most clergy can offer any more than football managers. And having been
married to a doctor for over 25 years I hope that I have learned the
difference between knowledge based upon personal experience and a little
bit of reading and knowledge based upon years of daily practice and study.
My wife really knows things and I don't.
What I do want to reflect upon is how we react in a crisis. The very word,
crisis, comes from the Greek meaning judgement. In other words, every crisis
is a mini day of judgment. It shows us who we really are and if we are
prepared to face this reality then a crisis can be a wonderful opportunity for
personal growth.
What the crisis of Coronavirus will reveal is what the really important things
are in our own lives. People who thought that they could rely on us might
discover that we are not much use. Or it might be that they get a pleasant
surprise. We might be revealed as someone who is really good in a crisis.
Even as you read this you might be reflecting on what you have learned
recently about others and about yourself.
There is a marvellous passage on this at the beginning of the First Letter of
Peter in the New Testament. It talks about how experience of trials and
tribulations is like the process in which gold is refined. It may be that all kinds
of stuff that seemed to be important will have to go in order to arrive at the
real thing, the gold that the refiner has been looking for. That gold, our best
and truest self, is there in every one of us if we are prepared to allow the
divine refiner to do his work. Who knows just how much gold will be revealed
in the next few weeks and months?
The Rev’d Stephen Winter
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From the Worcester Diocese website on 14th March
Bishop John’s Lent message for Parish Magazines:
As I write this piece, the stock markets have crashed, and fear is beginning to
mount as the number of coronavirus cases in the UK has risen to over 300.
It is difficult to predict where we’ll be by the time you read this and it’s
important that we continue to heed official advice.
Alongside this, the Bishop of St Alban’s has come up with four ‘golden rules’
for Christians which we won’t hear from the Government. I commend them
to you:
Golden Rule One. Each one of us can think about how we can protect and
support our neighbours. So much of the public rhetoric is sowing fear about
the danger of other people. So, while ensuring you take all the official
precautions, offer help and reassurance to others – and don’t demonise
anyone or any group.
Golden Rule Two: Think about who may be suffering most. For those of us
who are healthy there is much less to worry about, but the elderly, the
housebound and those with chronic health conditions may be very anxious.
Could your church do an audit of vulnerable people and share out the
responsibility to phone them each day? There’s nothing like a friendly voice
to offer solace when someone is worried. A smile can bring cheer, even on
the phone. If you visit, follow all the official precautions.
Golden Rule Three. Don’t give into panic and start hoarding food. There is
plenty to go around, so practise the Christian discipline of sharing. Ask your
neighbours what they need and do your best to help them get it. If you are
self-isolating you will of course need some supplies.

Golden Rule Four. Live today to the full. None of us ever know what the
future holds. In the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6. 25 – 34), Jesus
challenged his followers to live each day fully and not be afraid. Every time
we are tempted to give in to fear we need to make a conscious choice to
respond in trust and openness.
To that I would add; don’t forget to pray and remember, as we approach
Easter, the wonderful truth that lies at the heart of our faith, that perfect love
casts out fear. (1 John 4.18).
John
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No entries in March

THE SEVEN PARISHES OFFICE

Administrator : Mr Nick Wright

Tel 01905 622464 (please leave a message)
or 07968 531216 (in emergencies only) .
Email: parishes7@btinternet.com
Web:

post: The Seven Parishes Office
c/o The Old Post Office
Cutnall Green
DROITWICH
WR9 0PW

www.7parishes.co.uk

ST JAMES CHURCH
If you wish to book a wedding or a baptism please contact the Seven
Parishes Office.
If you have any queries about your wedding or baptism or wish to speak
to a member of our church, you may contact:
Chris Webb, wedding and baptism co-ordinator on 01299 250452 or
Carolyn Gumbley, churchwarden on 01299 251148
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THE ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING
Will be held on Monday 27 April at 7.00 pm
In St James Church
At this meeting Churchwardens and PCC members are elected
and the Annual Reports and Financial Statements for last year’s
church activities are received.
All are welcome to attend

HARTLEBURY PARISH HALL
Caretaker/Cleaner Required
Part time with flexible hours
For more details please contact
Margaret Higson
01299 253043
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A brief, Brief for the Art Group and any other artists !
____________________________
The Parish Magazine needs a fresh design for the cover.
The current one won a national prize some years ago, but it is felt (by some!)
that a new design would perk it up a bit.
It is hoped that an Art Exhibition will be held in the church in the summer
with anyone who has work they would like to display invited to exhibit. We
know that Hartlebury has a number of people who enjoy painting – and this
is an opportunity to invite line drawings, suitable for the A5 cover of the
magazine. The proposed exhibition will probably be centred around a
Coffee Morning and those attending will be asked to vote for the drawing(s)
that they would like used for future issues – as well as to enjoy the other
exhibits.
The cover would need to be a line drawing (not a painting) and should be
A5, A4 or A3 leaving room for the wording (as A4 and A3 can be re-sized).
Hartlebury Parish Magazine
plus the price and the date (as on the current cover)
(These words would not be part of your actual design, as they are overprinted
each month by the Editor).
The current cover was designed by Mary Mayo’s daughter as part of her GCSE
Art Project (if my memory serves me correctly!) and replaced earlier covers
which had, at various times, featured the church, a view of the approach to
the church and a view of the former rectory. There is nothing to restrict your
own interpretation of what a Parish Magazine should convey – but it is a
magazine produced by the church for the benefit of everyone in the parish
who cares to take it.
OVER TO YOU AND WE ARE HOPING THE COMPETITION WILL BE WELL
SUPPORTED AND WILL BE ENJOYED BY ALL TAKING PART.
Caroline Boughton-Thomas (on behalf of the PCC)
Phone 01299 250207
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Parish charity looking to make
hardship grant
The trustees of Samuel Manning’s charity are once more
looking to make a grant this year. They are inviting residents
of Hartlebury Parish who are facing hardship to apply.
Maybe you are a local person on low income facing a big or an
unexpected bill?
Maybe you are an elderly person having to meet a cost you didn’t
expect?
Perhaps you’re a young person starting a new job and you need
tools, clothing or equipment.
Or perhaps you’re going to college and fares or other course costs
are a problem.
Maybe you are having to meet the cost of getting to and from
hospital to visit a close relative, or to have treatment.
Maybe you’re a parent with limited means having to get school
uniform or equipment this summer for the next term.
... or maybe you know a neighbour, a friend or a relative
who would benefit from a small, grant of money to help
them through a hard time. If so, let them know.
Manning’s Charity will treat all applications with
complete confidentiality and welcomes applications
which will help someone who is in financial need and lives
within the parish.
Make your case;
make your application as soon as possible (by 31st May).
The form is available from the Manning’s charity Clerk:
Brian Gale – 01562 228247
brian.galez@tiscali.co.uk
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SOMETHING UNDERSTOOD (23rd February 2020 )
Some reflections on a BBC talk by Mark Tulley on abstinence.
“Abstinence can be useful if a man knows how to use the energy he saves
in this way”
Jesus’s fast in the wilderness lasted for 40 days – the first Lent it might be said
– when he was “tempted and yet undefiled”. The most obvious temptation in
any fast is to give it up and return to one’s usual habits. Mark Tulley says he is
surprised by how many of his Muslim friends persevere with the rigours of
the month of fasting known as Ramadan, during which they are not allowed
to eat or drink anything from dawn to dusk. His friend and colleague, who
was Islamic Chaplain at Cambridge University, made a study of why so many
people in different religions practise fasting. He has gained a clear idea of the
reason that religions prescribe fasting. He sums it up by saying that fasting is a
very good way of avoiding the pitfalls of life, as one isn’t thinking about food
or about preparing the next meal, thus freeing up time and energy to
concentrate on what is important in life.
Fasting in Islam is more than about food and drink; it is also about abstaining
from all forms of sinful behaviour – like lying, or arguing, or something like
that – a sort of regime of self-purification. It is a way of inculcating good,
moral, upright behaviour in one’s life. There is a saying from the Holy Prophet
that if you are fasting then you don’t indulge in any form of vulgar behaviour,
and you don’t argue with people, and you don’t shout; if anybody wants to
argue with you, or if anybody is abusive with you, you just say “I’m sorry, but
I’m fasting”. The fast of Ramadan is just difficult enough to be a challenge,
but it is just easy enough to be sustainable. And anywhere you go in the
Muslim world everyone is doing it.

Perhaps that is why “giving things up for Lent” seems to have gone out of
fashion among so many of us today – not everyone is doing it and it is not a
talking point like, say, yesterday’s television programme. Neither is it
expected of one anymore.
During the Lent meetings that some of us attend over a lunch-time or evening
meal we have begun to think about the Rule of St. Benedict and how living an
ordered life, governed by the hours of the day and night that were devoted to
worship, may have provided a firm foundation on which to build a more
disciplined life than is the norm for most people nowadays. Those who lived
in religious communities had to work hard to try to be self-sufficient in food
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and drink and supported themselves by making things to sell such as perfume
or liqueur (Benedictine for example). They probably had their disagreements
at times, as the rest of us do, but were trying to learn how to lead the best life
they could. Today, we might say that they were trying to live in the present
moment and to practise mindfulness.
Lines from a poem or perhaps a well-known hymn have a way of popping into
my head unbidden from time to time. In his poem The Elixir, George Herbert
said that [the servant] “who sweeps a room as for Thy laws/ Makes that and
th’ action fine” Benedictines sought to live by the maxim which translates as
“to work is to pray”, which seems to mean something very similar. But the
hymn, Dear Lord and Father of mankind is the one which I wish I could
remember more often to use as a rather beautiful prayer in place of
experiencing feelings of anxiety and general frustration!
“Take from our souls the strain and stress, / And let our ordered lives
confess / The beauty of Thy peace.”
I should have remembered it this morning when observing, in a supermarket,
how the shelves had been cleared of most ordinary everyday items (entirely
cleared in the case of loo rolls!) – as if we were all preparing for a siege.!
Even more, I should not have let myself indulge in a frenzy of frustration when
a website I knew I didn’t even want to bother with wouldn’t let me register a
“user name”, but for every new one I tried told me “this user name has
already been taken: enter another one”. Eventually, of course, I cracked it –
but that meant I had to start writing down all the attempts I was making, so
that I would know which one the website thought was valid!
Perhaps the wartime admonition “keep calm and carry on” would have served
the same purpose, but I prefer the idea of pursuing the more gentle approach
suggested by the discipline of religious communities over years and years of
trying to work out what it means to “live well”.
Laborare est orare.
Caroline Boughton-Thomas
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Hedgerow Ramblings
Dear Villagers,
A week or so ago I spent a long weekend in Norfolk. My Mum is buried in a
delightful churchyard in a village close to where she was born and raised. Her
parents and sister lie nearby. I had taken along shears to cut back tufts of
grass and wanted to check on the primroses I’d planted 4 years ago. These
were doing well, but it was raining stair-rods and turning to sleet. My Mum
was always very sensitive to the cold, so I almost heard her voice telling me to
make a quick job of it and take shelter.
A day or so later I
visited an
aunt in Hingham, another
delightful Norfolk village with
a much grander church, called
St Andrews. Hingham has
connections with Abraham
Lincoln, as his ancestors, plus
those of the Bush presidents
and Bill Gates all originated in
the village, part of a 17th
century Norfolk migration
westward.
The church, though freezing, was well worth a look and I picked up a booklet
called ‘The Heyday of their
Strength’ which made for a
fascinating read on the way
home. Most of us know a little
of the Mayflower voyage of
1620 taking the first Pilgrims to
America. I read that between
1630 and 1643 around 20,000
people left England to join them
and 200 of those were from
Hingham. They were, of course,
Puritans escaping suppression
during a very turbulent period, with Charles 1st on the throne, leaning
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towards the Catholic faith.
I was fascinated to read a list of items the pilgrims had to pack for a long
voyage - lasting between 8 and 11 weeks – and their new lives. For women it
included rugs, bedding, spinning wheels, pots and pans, pewter plates,
leather pails, salt cellars, candlesticks and clothing… just for starters! For
men it was muskets, powder, flints, swords and daggers, saws, hatchets,
hammers, ropes, nails, chisels and shovels, hoes, scythes and spades; again,
just as a starter-kit.
Plenty of salt was packed for it’s many uses,
plus oatmeal, dried ox-tongues, spices,
raisins, smoked hams, salt beef and pork and
dried peas. Most of the pilgrims had farming
backgrounds and some knowledge of crops
and how to grow them, but not all. Everyone
relied on the two most important books: the
Bible
and the Herbal, from which to help meet
sickness in both the
physical and
spiritual sense. William Bradford, a
Mayflower passenger who had become a
Governor of the Plymouth colony, was
known to have written and encouraged
travellers preparing for the crossing and
an unknown future:
“All great and honourable actions are accompanied with great difficulties,
and must be enterprised and overcome with answerable courages. The
dangers were great, but not desperate, the difficulties many, but not
invincible. For though they were many of them likely, yet they were not
certain; others by provident care and the use of good means might in great
measure be prevented; and all of them, through the help of God, by fortitude
and patience, might either be borne or overcome.”
Wise words indeed and transferable for our present predicament, perhaps.
Keep your spirits up,
Hermione.
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Note from Editor:
Below is the timetable for contributions to this magazine.
If you would like to contribute, please email me your
article by the deadlines given.
I look forward to hearing from you.
ruth.w@live.co.uk
Contributors Email
sent out
by Editor

Deadline Date for Contributions to be returned to Editor

Printed Magazine ready
for Distribution

13th April

17th April

24th April

11th May

15th May

22nd May

19th June

26th June

17th July

24th July

th

15 June

13th July
No Magazine in
August or December
14th September

18th September

25th September

12th October

16th October

23rd October

16th November

20th November

27th November

Please remember that I may have to alter and edit your article especially if
the layout sent by yourselves is incompatible with Publisher; this is not done
to intentionally offend anyone but my job is to look at the article and check if
I can improve on it. I try not to but on occasions I will need to.
Email me if you have any queries. Thank you.
Ruth Whittaker
Editor
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Ombersley Family Dental Practice
Mrs Andy Wright B.D.S. (Edin)

A friendly private practice specialising in
preventive dental care for all the family in a happy
relaxed atmosphere
New patients welcome.
Cosmetic treatments including whitening
Sports gum-shields for all ages in various colours and designs
Same day emergency appointments
Large car park
Racks Lane, Ombersley, Nr Droitwich, Worcs. WR9 0EN
Tel: 01905 621881

www.ombersleyfamilydental.co.uk
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Hartlebury Church of England
Primary SchoolPre School Education
As the popularity of our Pre-School provision rapidly increases we are
finding our places filling up fast! Parents wanting a place in our Early Years
Unit for this September need to apply directly to us quickly. We were full
this year and had to disappoint some parents. We are filling up for the next
academic year in September rapidly- please don’t hesitate in calling us; it’s
never too soon!
We are always happy to show parents around our setting, just contact
school for further details and to arrange a visit.

•

We offer places for children after their 3rd birthday, although priority is
given to children starting Reception the following September
• We offer excellent staff/children ratios of approximately 1:6
• We offer amazing indoor and outdoor facilities, with great outdoor
learning opportunities- we call them Muddy Mondays!
• We offer complete wrap around care from 7.30am-6.00pm, supported
by familiar staff for our youngest children from the Early Years Unit
We offer a nurturing village school environment, at the centre of the village
community

But don’t take our word for it; come and visit! You will always be very welcome and we’re sure you will leave thinking this is a great place to learn and
make friends too! We do!
To arrange a visit please contact our school office on 01299 250312
or email office@hartlebury.worcs.sch.uk
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News from Hartlebury
Church of England
Primary School
Years 3 and 4 have been on their annual 3
day residential to the Pioneer Centre in
Cleobury Mortimer. 33 children and 4 staff,
set off to enjoy adventurous activities in the
beautiful Shropshire countryside. The weather was mixed with a couple of
cold yet beautiful, bright, blue sky days. The children had a wonderful time;
many hoping they can go again next year. I stayed with them so I know
many for the children wished they could longer. The High Ropes, Sky
Trekking and caving were particular favourites!
We are now all looking forward to Spring, some warmer, dry weather, the
promise of blossom and Easter. School remains a busy, vibrant, fantastic
place to be!
We are doing a lot of fundraising between now and Easter; joining in with
Sports Relief and planning our own Fundraising Fridays. We are all taking
part in a Sponsored Walk on Friday 13th March, around our school field, to
raise money for Sports Relief. All the children and parents are looking
forward to participating in this energetic event!
Other Sports Relief activities we have taken part in included; Bhangra
Dancing and Jump Rope UK workshops for Reception children up to Year 6,
Cricket taster sessions for Key stage 1, Hockey tournaments for Key Stage
and Football tournaments for both boys and girls. Bell Boating was a
particular hit with our Year 4 children, who spent a day at Stourport Basin
having lots of fun and laughter!
We have also been busy with the creative arts here at Hartlebury Church of
England Primary since my last letter. Our Years 3 &4 performed Magpie
Manor to the whole school and their parents, family and friends. It really
was a fantastic production, with great songs, acting and messages for all to
take home!
Our pianists have performed to the whole school and parents in a
celebratory assembly, demonstrating their skills learned during their piano
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lessons. Fife lessons continue in Year 4 and the children are very much
enjoying learning how to play this instrument. Guitar lessons are taking
place and a concert for guitarists is schedules for next erm.
We held a Science week to enthuse learners in all things scientific this
term! We had a MAD Science day where the children carried out lots of
exciting experiments and interesting investigations. Year 5 and Year 6 also
had a Fizz Pop workshop where there were many fascinating explosions!
On Friday 20th March we are holding our own service in celebration of all
mothers everywhere and inviting our Mums in for a celebratory school
lunch! This is always a really popular event! The children are able to celebrate their Mums, with a great lunch and good friends!
We are holding our Easter Service at 9.00am on Thursday 2nd April in St
James’ Church and would like to invite everyone in the village and further
afield to join us. Come, see and join our school in celebrating the Easter
story; share a coffee and biscuit (if you haven’t given them up for Lent!)
with our staff, governors and parents. As time moves by at such a pace it
seems, especially as we get older, it’s good to reflect on the true meaning
of Easter and share this time with others.
Kind regards
Claire Grand
Head of School
Hartlebury Church of England Primary School
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It is amazing what you can do with a plastic bag, as members found
out at the March meeting of Hartlebury WI. The speaker, Susan
Drage, demonstrated Recycling with a difference. Plastic bags were
converted into attractive handbags, knitted shopping bags, flowers for
decorating your dining table and attractive jewellery. Plastic bottles
had been turned into chairs and tables. Susan gave members many
novel ideas for recycling plastic material rather than it being
discarded. It gave members food for thought in these changing
times.
Hartlebury WI was officially registered with the National Organisation
in December 1920 and it held its first meeting in January 1921. Next
year, 2021 will be a special year of celebration and members are
contributing suggestions for the centenary. One suggestion is for the
members to walk 100 miles, but not individually I must add, but
members contributing one or two miles to add to the total. Would
anyone like to join us? You would be most welcome.
The monthly competition was for a recycled item and again entries
were inventive. Clothes pegs painted and decorated with Santa and
angels to attach the tree, light build decorated with a winter scene, a
bag made from old jeans, a cushion made from a knitted jumper and
many more.
The president, Marion Inman, reminded members about the V.E. Day
Celebrations at the Castle on May 8th, in which the W.I.is taking part.
Also the visit to Singers Hill Synagogue in Birmingham on May
19th. A visit is also planned to Sezincote House and gardens near
Moreton in the Marsh.
The next meeting is on Wednesday, April 8th at 7.30 in the Parish Hall,
when Judy Holland will introduce members to “The Magistracy”. the
competition is Easter, it should be full of inventive ideas.
Sheila Bishop
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Live & Local ‘Shindig’ news
Here in the magazine, and elsewhere, you will see
information about the
great children’s show

Eggs on Legs on
7th April, just before Easter
… and
make sure you put our final show in your diary, too

Saturday 16th May 7.30 p.m.
the ‘DIY chef’ George Egg

Power tools, gardening equipment, office supplies
– the perfect ingredients for a great meal??!
This is stand-up comedy combined with live
cooking – all created with the contents of
George’s garden shed.
A great fun evening is promised, with delicious
grub at the end; you’ll not want to miss it.
Book your tickets now, just £10
The bar will be open and if it’s a lovely evening the
Hall patio-area, too.
To get your tickets, call
Cath & Peter on 01299 250808 or 07714 278860
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Wildlife Regeneration through the
Dropping Well Farm Project
At the March meeting of Hartlebury Common Local Group, Worcestershire
Wildlife Trust officers spoke about their new and exciting project –
especially for lovers of the area's heathland. Dropping Well Farm, in the
centre of three already-established grassland and heathland nature
reserves (The Rifle Range, Devil's Spittleful and Burlish Top), is to be
purchased and mostly re-instated as a heathland habitat. This will be of
great benefit in supporting and increasing the range of heath-dwelling
flora and fauna of the beautiful countryside in between Kidderminster,
Stourport and Bewdley.
Andy Harris explained the importance and historic background of
heathland in the region. Previous beliefs were that all of lowland Britain
was covered in woodland up until the onset of farming about 6,000 years
ago. However, pollen studies and archaeological evidence show that the
prehistoric Worcestershire Plain region contained many grassland areas
trampled down by large herbivores: including bison, elephants and even
woolly mammoths. The succeeding grass or heather-covered landscapes
remained largely intact until about 1750 when the great increase in
agricultural use was the main cause of an 86 per cent reduction of British
heathland up to the present time.
Today, lowland heaths are the most threatened habitat in Europe:
seriously affecting the species of plants and animals that have specially
adapted to this environment. This regeneration project will not only boost
the adjoining reserves' species, but areas like Hartlebury Common will be
part of a larger heathland-species-friendly environment in our part of the
county.
Charlie Bird explained that the plan will take many years to fulfil a main
goal of re-establishing heathland where it had once been (until quite
recently). For a few years, much of the farmland will be used to grow
crops – reducing the soil nutrients to a level where the heathland plants
(lovers of poor soil) can establish and thrive. Grazing of those areas, until
the land becomes fallow, will be the final preparation for the plants to be
returned. It is expected, though, that some soils will be too alkaline for
heathland development (having been previously ‘limed’ for arable
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farming), so a mosaic of various other small wildlife habitat types is
envisaged.
A large National Lottery grant and a fund from Severn Waste Services
will help towards land purchase and future costs. However, the Trust are
seeking to get as much community contribution and engagement as
possible - with volunteer working days, the participation of established
voluntary groups (like the litter-collecting ‘Pick Up Artists’) and the
involvement of local schools, colleges and young people’s organizations
(such as The Bewdley High School and the Scouts Association).
Way-marked paths and dog-walking paths will be introduced within the
next few years and contact with other organizations such as the National
Trust will show best practices in managing a completely new reserve.
At our next meeting on Monday, 6th April, local farmer and butterfly
and moth expert, Mike Southall will give a talk on “The Butterflies and
Moths of Bolivia” at 8.00 pm. at Stourport Sports Club, Kingsway – opposite Stourport High School (DY13 8BQ).
Everyone is most welcome - cost £3. For further information, please go
to www.hartleburycommon.org.uk
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Footpaths Matter
Thank you for the two reports of trees down, please keep the reports
coming in!. All sorted, rotten trees held up only by the ivy growth
surrounding them. I wonder how many more there are waiting for an
inopportune moment to come down? We seem to be going from one
storm to another. Though I think the direction of the wind is more
important for causing damage in these situations. A hard blow from
the North East instead of from the prevailing winds from the South West
would probably cause much more damage. In any event, hopefully there
aren't any more blocked paths at the moment. Except I did notice that a
large tree must have come down on the Bridleway from the Mare and
Colt.
It had been cut through and disposed of. There seems to be no
record of this being reported or of who did the chain sawing! In any
event, thanks to whoever it was! Interestingly, the wind is normally only
from the East during a period of high pressure which produces East or
South Easterly winds. This is why the Malvern hills are such a good
launch site to paraglide from in these conditions, with good launch sites
at Kettle Sings and also Castle Morton Common!

You may be interested to know about some of the psychological warfare
aspects of my duties! A couple of years ago someone went round the
Leapgate circular walk and took off all the way mark signs. There are
probably around 30 of them, quite an undertaking. These would have
been quite difficult to remove as it would have been necessary to have a
claw hammer and probably a screwdriver as well. It would have required
some time and determination! Of course I replaced them!
All then went quiet for about a year. Recently just one post is being
vandalised. Why? Is this a personal attack? Someone wanting to be
noticed? Someone who thinks they could do my job better? Someone
monitoring how long it takes for the signs to be replaced? I now have a
renewed supply of the square "Walk Worcestershire" signs and so am
well equipped to continue the battle! And suggestions as to why or the
logic?
Advance Notice. This year the "Pound the Bounds" Walks will take place
on Saturday June 6th. Long walk leave The White Hart at 9.30 am and
the shorter walk 10.30 am. I am trying a Saturday this year to see if it is
more convenient and so more popular. Foxs Morris will be dancing from
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around 1.00 pm.
Finally, County have now got a store of kissing gates so I am now able to
exchange some of my remaining gates for particular pedestrian gates.
Interestingly, (for me) at the beginning I had ordered these smaller gates
and I had to exchange them for larger gates that could accommodate
disabled wheel chair users. These are now the last few locations where
only the smaller gates will fit! My master chart showing kissing gates
installed is now even closer to completion!

John Denby. Footpath Warden.
01299 250429. aquadeus@hotmail.com
To report footpath problems, as well as copying me in, please send to:.
https://e-services.worrcestershire.gov.uk/onlinereporting/
findlocation.aspx?faulttype=8
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Vera’s Quiz for April….
Enjoy!

Three friends had decided to take up a new hobby. From the information given,
work out who took up which hobby, how long they spent on it each week and at
which church hall they attended classes.
The hobby undertaken at St. Swithin’s wasn’t a sport and the person who took
up body building spent twice as much time on it as the person doing karate.
Bex did a sport at St. Sylvester’s, while Tex wasn’t the person who spent eight
hours a week at St.Saviour’s Three hours was devoted per week by the person
doing woodcarving while the person spending four hours a week on their hobby
didn’t attend St.Swithin’s. Rex spent an even number of hours on his hobby.

Can you change, one letter at a time, HIDE - - - - - SEEK
What comes next? 2 6 12 20 30 42 ?
And this?

1 1 2 3 5 8 13 ?

The following anagrams are works by Charles Dickens:
Harm a rot classic

To owe facilitates

Flipped video card

How many yards in an eighth of a mile?
How many minutes in three days?
Unscramble the letters in the phrase JAB DREAM to form two words that are
linked by the word ‘and’.
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Jem Groves
Interior/exterior
Decorator
high quality workmanship
carried out in a clean and
professional manner
free quotations

home 01562 637609
mobile 07980425813

The Cottage, Low Hill,
Torton, Hartlebury,
Worcs DY10 4HT
Email:
office@catkinscattery.net
www.catkinscattery.net
Purpose built
luxury boarding cattery
for special guests
Tel: 01299 250472
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Ombersley Dramatic
Society

It’s Quiz Night!
Hartlebury Parish Hall
Saturday 4th APRIL
7.30pm
Quiz Master – Chris Marsh
Teams of 4-6 people £5 each
Price Includes Nibbles and Prizes.
Bar open until 10.30pm.

“Have fun helping us to raise funds”
Contact Chris on 01905 774210
or
email: chris.marsh10@btinternet.com
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Edwin Harris & Sons
Funeral Directors
1 Crane Street, Kidderminster
Worcs DY11 6XT

Kidderminster : 01562 822625 / 823570
Bewdley & Stourport: 01299 829873
We are a well established independent
family run business covering all areas of
Worcestershire & the West Midlands.
Circa 1897. Advice always available.
Home visits arranged as required. Prepaid funeral plans are advanced as part of
our service.

Private Chapel of Rest
Customer Care Award Winners 2011
E-mail: contact us@edwinharris.co.uk
Visit our website: www.edwinharris.co.uk

MARK WILLIAMS FIPW
PROFESSIONAL WILLWRITER
“38+ years legal experience as a
Detective Superintendent & now as
a Professional Willwriter, means you
can definitely trust Mark to write
your Will”
Wills or Powers of Attorney from £85
Free Will Reviews,
Care Home Fee Avoidance,
Probate Support,
& Big Savings on Funeral Plans

Instructions taken in the comfort
of your own home
T: 01299 251442 M: 07966 053887

E: mark@ambalegalservices.co.uk
W: ambalegalservices.co.uk

Trading Standards Institute Approved
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Vera’s Quiz Answers for March
DRAGON
Thunderclap/Claptrap

Warfare/Farewell

Carthorse/Horseplay

New Amsterdam
BUDE – BODE – BORE – YORE – YORK
BREAD – BREAK – BLEAK – BLEAT – BLEST – BLAST – BOAST – TOAST
9 Symphonies by Beethoven
9 Lives of a cat
9 Planets in the solar system
Delete D – preach
Delete D – benign
Answer 8
Change 9, 12 and 13 into Roman numerals: IX. XII, XIII
Cover up the bottom half and you get IV, (4) VII (7) and VIII (8)
VANILLA ICE CREAM
Answer 12 :

2 + 8 + 2 = 12

Eggs on Legs comes to Hartlebury Parish Hall
Don’t forget to buy your tickets for our Easter puppet show on
Tuesday April 7th with the wonderful ‘Garlic Theatre Company’.
‘Eggs on Legs’ is suitable for children aged 3 to 83 and will be a
wonderful start to the Easter season. Who knows what eggs, on
legs or otherwise will be found in Hartlebury Parish Hall that
afternoon?
Doors Open at 3.30pm and the fun begins at 4.00pm on Tuesday
7th April. Admission for adults accompanied by a sensible child is
£9.50, and for children under the age of 11years, £4.50. The price
of the children’s ticket includes a free chocolate Easter Egg!
Tickets are available from Ruth and Barry Walmsley on
01299 250569
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The next meeting of Hartlebury History Society
is at
Hartlebury Parish Hall

Thursday April 16th
at 7.30 pm
Following our AGM
Paul Harding
will give an illustrated talk about
National Service

All are welcome, please come and
join us to hear this excellent speaker
Admission: members £2, non members £3
Free refreshments will be available after the meeting
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News and Events from
Exciting news! We’re delighted to announce that for the second year in a
row, Hartlebury Castle has been awarded Visit England’s Hidden Gem
Accolade! Hidden Gem is a national award for smaller attractions that offer a
great visitor experience. Awards are made for a high quality experience and
memorable visit. Our team at Hartlebury Castle (both our amazing
volunteers and staff) are committed to ensuring visitors have a wonderful
day and we’re very excited to receive this accolade.
In other exciting news, you can now see into the Hurd Library
whenever you visit! We've installed a lovely glass door, allowing you to
see into this beautiful library everyday. The Hurd Library is the only
example of an Anglican bishop’s library remaining on its original
shelves its original purpose built room, so we’re very happy that all of
our visitors can now discover this treasure. More information about the
library’s history and examples of some of it’s wonderful collection can
be found in the Hurd Library Interpretation Room just next to the
library.
We also mentioned a few months ago that we were working
on our interpretation in the Long Gallery and former AngloSaxon room. After listening to visitor
feedback, we have now redesigned this
area to tell fascinating stories about
some of our most influential bishops.
Alongside these new information panels, we have kept our audio
guides and popular handling objects, as well as opened up the bay
window offering beautiful views of the moat and surrounding
countryside.

April Special Offers in the Café
Two Full English or Veggie Breakfasts for £10

Start the day with a hearty breakfast as you catch up with
colleagues, friends or family and enjoy a delicious Full English or
Veggie breakfast in the café with this great offer. Valid between
9am—12noon Tuesday—Sunday.

Good Friday 10th April Breakfast: Children eat for £1.00

Alongside our fun Easter Egg Hunt on Good Friday, Hartlebury Castle Café is running
this fantastic deal. Between 9-10.30am children can eat for £1 with a full paying adult
breakfast. The perfect beginning to your day! Must be pre-booked, please call 01299
2510901 to book.
Don’t forget the café now offers traditional roasts on Sundays with a range of meats
or vegetarian option available. You can also enjoy hot roast sandwiches and a selection
of cold sandwiches, or simply pop in for a hot drink and slice of cake after an afternoon
Sunday stroll. Sunday roasts are served between 12 – 3pm.
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Coming up at Hartlebury Castle...
Spring Craft Fair
Saturday 4th & Sunday 5th April, 11am – 4pm

Discover beautiful crafts as you find the perfect gift for friends or family, or simply a
treat for yourself. We've got some beautiful crafts coming along including stunning
artwork, jewellery, accessories and woodwork alongside many other great stalls.
Worcestershire Woodturners are also returning with their amazing work and will be
providing woodturning demonstrations. Whole site admission prices apply.

Easter Egg Hunt
Good Friday 10th April, 11am

Bring the whole family along to hunt for Easter eggs throughout the
Castle grounds and meet the Easter Bunny when you arrive! Will you win
a big Easter Egg? Collect the most eggs and win a special prize! After
the hunt, relax with a complimentary hot chocolate and biscuits as you
enjoy storytelling in the Saloon. Easter Egg Hunt starts at 11.30am and
will last approximately an hour. Every child who participates will receive chocolate.
£4 per child + whole site admission

Birds & Beasts
Bank Holiday Monday 13th April, 11am – 4pm

We’ve combined two of our events from last year to bring you one fantastic
day of birds and animals. Meet a host of animals including baby rabbits,
chicks and snakes as well as seeing fabulous birds of prey and falconry
displays. Plus, follow the animal trail and make your own Easter crown.
Whole site admission fees apply.

Animal Themed Craft Activities
7th -10th April, 11am – 4pm

Get creative during your visit to Hartlebury Castle this Easter. Make your
own Easter Crowns and a Crafty Chick to take home.

14th – 17th April, 11am – 4pm

Enjoy Animal themed craft activities at Hartlebury Castle this Easter.
Create clay animals and wriggly snakes to take home.
£2 per child for craft activities, plus admission fees.

A Journey, a Journal and a Castle
Tuesday 21st April, 1.30pm

Hartlebury Castle is full of enthralling mysteries. Join trustee, actress and
local historian Mary Arden-Davis as she takes you through two of these
intriguing conundrums in her fascinating talk. One we have solved, but
one still remains a mystery and perhaps always will. Come along for an
captivating tale that covers a journey, a journal and a castle. £6 per person. Booking essential,
please call 01299 250797.
Book a table in the café for lunch before the talk and receive a 10% discount on your food. (Talk
must be mentioned at time of booking). Call 01299 251901 to book.

Crewel Embroidery Workshop
Friday 24th April, 10.30am—4pm

Just a few places remaining for this great workshop! Join tutor Debbie
Hotchkiss as she takes you through the art of Jacobean crewel
embroidery. Learn traditional stiches and take away your own
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beautiful embroidered piece. Kit & materials included in fee. £70, includes tea & coffee.
Booking essential, visit our website or call 01299 250797.

Collections Centre Store Tours: Travel the World
Monday 4th May, 11am

Discover behind-the-scenes of Museums Worcestershire’s
fascinating collections in a guided tour of our Collections
Centre. See treasured objects from our amazing World
Cultures & Egyptology Collections and learn about how we
store these to preserve them for future generations. Tours
last approximately 1 hour. £8 per person, call 01299 250416 to book or pop in to
Hartlebury Castle reception.

VE Day Commemorations: Bank Holiday Friday 8th May
VE Day Street Party, 11am—4pm

Join us to commemorate VE Day with our fun party and picnic
in the Carriage Circle. See World War Two vehicles and reenactors, while enjoying a 1940s cocktail and listening to
musical performances. Plus, explore armed forces support
stands, traditional stalls & games, swing chair ride and much
more! Whole site admission applies. Free entry for veterans
on presentation of a Forces Discount Card, Veteran’s ID Card or Veteran’s Badge.

1940s Dance, 6.30pm

Join us to commemorate the 75th anniversary of VE Day with a
rip roaring 1940s style dance. Enjoy a scrumptious 1940s
inspired buffet, then dance and sing the evening away in the
Great Hall with music from 1940s group The Ronnies. The
evening will begin at 6.55pm with the bells of peace being rung
out in the Carriage Circle and across the nation, signifying a Cry
For Peace Around The World. Dress up in your 1940s inspired
outfits to make the evening extra fun! Allied costumes only.
Adults: £22.50, Children: £15 Booking essential, please call 01299 250416 or visit our
website for tickets.

Also to look out for later in May:
Thursday 21st May: Curators Talk: The Bromsgrove Guild
Bank Holiday Monday 25th May: Terrific Teddies & Toys Special Event
Tuesday 26th—Friday 29th May: Terrific Toys & Teddies Craft Activities
Saturday 30th May (afternoon): Outdoor Cinema: Beauty and the Beast
Saturday 30th May (evening): Outdoor Cinema: Dirty Dancing

To find out more about events, opening hours and admission visit:

www.hartleburycastle.com

Follow us:

/Hartleburycpt
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/Hartleburycastle

HARTLEBURY PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of Hartlebury Parish Council was held at the Parish Hall, Hartlebury on the 14th
January 2020
Present: Councillors Stephen Bateman, Christopher Day, Tony Miller and Peter Tomlinson
In Attendance: 70 members of the public.
Appointment of Chairman for this meeting
In light of there being no Chairman for this meeting, nominations were sought. Tony Miller
proposed that Peter Tomlinson be elected Chairman for this meeting. This was seconded by
Stephen Bateman and with no further nominations it was agreed that Peter Tomlinson be
appointed as Chairman for this meeting.

Upon taking the Chair, Peter Tomlinson gave some background to why it had been necessary
to hold this meeting with temporary parish councillors. It was noted that permission had to be
sought from the Secretary of State to enable this to happen and that the temporary members
would be standing down once new parish councillors had been co-opted later in the meeting.
Apologies
Apologies were received from P/Cllr Sheridan Tranter.
Declarations of Interest
None
Dispensations
None

Report of the Alleged Breach of the Code of Conduct Enquiry
Peter Tomlinson circulated the following statement regarding this item which he then read out
“A member conduct complaint made against P/Cllr Sheridan Tranter was received by the
Monitoring Officer at Wychavon District Council on the 15th August 2019. Following
consideration of the complaint and submitted evidence, alongside the response of
P/Cllr Tranter to the allegation, it was decided by the Member Conduct Committee Chairman,
Independent Person and the Monitoring Officer that further investigation of the complaint was,
in the circumstances, necessary and appropriate.
The matter was passed to, John Teasdale, Solicitor, for full investigation. During his
investigation Mr Teasdale spoke to a total of 9 people which included the complainant and also
P/Cllr Tranter. 7 of these people were interviewed. The investigating officer also considered a
substantial amount of documentation put forward and relied upon on by both the complainant
and P/Cllr Tranter. The investigation took approximately 3 months, but following a full
investigation which took into account the comments of those interviewed alongside all
documentation provided, Mr Teasdale found on the balance of probabilities that two breaches
of the Hartlebury Parish Council Code of Conduct had occurred.”
Peter Tomlinson then explained the process to deal with the report.
However, it was noted that P/Cllr Tranter’s brother had circulated a letter from P/Cllr Tranter
advising that he was too ill to attend the meeting and respond to the points raised in the report.
Meesha Patel, Wychavon’s Monitoring Officer, advised that Councillors could consider the
report in P/Cllr Tranter’s absence or could adjourn to a later date. Councillors present agreed
to consider the report in his absence.
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Councillor Christopher Day felt that it was very sad that the situation had arisen, however the
report was very comprehensive and he was satisfied with it.
Councillor Tony Miller thanked everyone for attending the meeting and added that it showed how
important the parish council was. He added that as a parish councillor there was a code of
conduct which had to be adhered to. Any dispute should be voted on and the matter closed.
Parish councillors also had a duty of dignity and respect for the clerk, who was essentially an
employee of the parish council. He closed by saying that he was disappointed that this matter
had arisen but he was pleased with the report.
Councillor Stephen Bateman added that if councillors were happy with the nature and scope of
the recommendations that the report should be accepted.
It was unanimously agreed that the report should be accepted and that this should be reported
back to the Monitoring Officer who would consider it in light of P/Cllr Tranter’s letter advising that
he would not be accepting the recommendations.

Adjournment of Meeting to hear from:
Members of the Public
The following issues were discussed:
Planning application 19/0686/FUL Cllr Chris Rogers, Wyre Forest District
Councillor and
Worcestershire County Councillor raised the issue around this proposed site for 5 gypsy plots
which contravened the South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP). Concerned residents were asked to stand up and
over half of the public present stood up.
Another resident advised that access to the site was dangerous as it was a single track road.
She added that there was no mains water or sewerage along that road.
It was noted that some of the concerns such as access were relevant planning reasons to object
to the application and it was noted that D/Cllr Stephen Bateman could request that the case be
heard by Wychavon’s Planning Committee.
Hartlebury Parish Council – a member of the public raised a concern over how Wychavon
District Council had dealt with the matter of the parish councillors and clerk resigning. It was
acknowledged that the parish council used to be strong and residents hoped it would go back to
being this way again. Peter Tomlinson suggested that the new parish councillors took advice
from CALC who had been involved from the start.
Outstanding Issues – David Simons explained that he had some practical issues regarding
some elements of work e.g. with the car park, that needed signing off. He explained that the
contractors were no longer responsible.
P/Cllr Sheridan Tranter – a member of the public asked whether a previous complaint against
P/Cllr Tranter had been taken into account. Peter Tomlinson advised that if a councillor “stood
down” then any investigation ceased.
School issues – a member of the public advised that there were still concerns about taxis attending the school and blocking the roads. There had been a suggestion of having double yellow lines put down to prevent this
Peter Tomlinson thanked the members of the public that had raised issues and advised that the
new parish council would need to get up and running as soon as possible to take these matters
on board.
County Councillor Peter Tomlinson
Previously circulated so taken as read.
District Councillor Stephen Bateman
D/Cllr Stephen Bateman made the following points:Community Recognition Awards – closing date for nominations is 31 January 2020.
2020 Community Grants Scheme – applications need to be in by 27 March 2020.
A Temporary Events Notice review group had been set up to look at how such applications are
processed.
SWDP – call for sites will have a minimal impact for Hartlebury.
Boundary change review – this is taking place for Wychavon as a whole and would be looking at
ward sizes and numbers of members. Will take effect from the elections in May 2023.
Finance – Approval of Payments from October to December 2019
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Agreed

Co-option of Parish Councillors
Councillor Peter Tomlinson read out the names of those people that had stated they wished to be
co-opted onto the parish council:Alan Buck
Lesley Cleaver
Sophie Howard
Tim Ingram
Laura Meredith
C J McKenzie-Rowan
David Rushworth
Ray Kirby
At this point David Rushforth withdrew his request for co-option and it was noted that neither
r Sophie Howard nor Laura Meredith were present to sign their declarations of acceptance of
office.
Therefore Alan Buck, Lesley Cleaver, Tim Ingram, C J McKenzie-Rowan and Ray Kirby signed
their acceptance of office and took their place at the table.
Election of Chair of the Parish Council
Tony Miller, seconded by Stephen Bateman, moved and it was unanimously resolved that Ray
Kirby be elected as Chair of Hartlebury Parish Council.
There being no further nominations, Ray Kirby was unanimously elected.
Election of Vice Chair of the Parish Council
Alan Buck, seconded by Peter Tomlinson, moved and it was unanimously resolved that Tim
Ingham be elected as Vice-Chair of Hartlebury Parish Council.
There being no further nominations, Tim Ingram was unanimously elected.
At this point Councillors Christopher Day, Tony Miller and Peter Tomlinson stood down from the
Parish Council.
Minutes of the Meeting held on the 3 September 2019
The minutes of the meeting held on the 3 September 2019 were approved unanimously.
Planning Issues
New Applications for Comment
New application for 5 gypsy plots – new application was in with a closing date for comments
of 30 January. It was proposed that this should be called in to the Planning Committee in light of
the strong feelings raised by members of the public earlier in the evening.
19/02662/FUL – P/Cllr Lesley Cleaver now disclosed a non-pecuniary interest in this application.
19/02638/HP— In light of the Parish Council having only just been appointed, it was suggested
that this item be adjourned in order for parish councillors to consider these applications further.
In relation to the new application for 5 gypsy plots, it was agreed that Stephen Bateman ask
planning officers for an extension to allow the parish council to give their comments.
Parish Council Budget and Precept 2020/21
It was noted that the Clerk normally gave the background information to this and, in light of there
being no Parish Clerk at the moment and, following the suspension of standing orders to ask the
Monitoring Officer for advice, it was suggested that the rest of the meeting be adjourned to
another date (before the end of January 2020) to be agreed in order for the new parish
councillors to receive “training” on the budget and planning items in order for them to make
a fully-informed decision.
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The meeting was adjourned at 20:53pm

HARTLEBURY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HARTLEBURY PARISH COUNCIL ADJOURNED FROM
14TH JANUARY 2020 AND RECONVENED ON 29TH JANUARY 2020 HELD AT THE PARISH HALL, HARTLEBURY
PRESENT: Cllr. Kirby, Chairman, Cllr. McKenzie-Rowan, Cllr. Miss Howard,
Cllr. Bateman, Cllr. Buck, Cllr. Mrs Cleaver, Cllr. Mrs Meredith and Cllr. Tranter
ALSO PRESENT: Acting Clerk Ruth Mullett and 35 members of the public
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Cllr Ingham and Neil Gulliver (Parish Clerk).
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
19/02662/FUL – Cllr. Mrs Cleaver withdraw her non-pecuniary interest on this planning
application.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
It was unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd September 2019
be signed as a correct record with the exception of the following amendment by Cllr. Tranter:The Chairman solely and not the full council approved the re-employment of the Clerk, Neil
Gulliver.
PLANNING ISSUES
19/02662/FUL – Site at Bishops Wood Nursery, Bishops Wood Lane, Crossway Green –
proposed erection of a general purpose agricultural building – No objections
19/02638/HP – Small Acres, Hilditch Lane, Hartlebury – proposed alterations to fenestration to
include rendering and timber cladding, new porch, pitched roof over flat roof dormers and new
garage block and garden store – No objections
The Chairman adjourned the meeting to allow members of the public to comment on
the application below.
19/02686/FUL – Five new gypsy plots each comprising one touring caravan, one static and
one utility block – land off Charlton Lane, Hartlebury – Recommend refusal
PARISH COUNCIL BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2020/21
It was unanimously RESOLVED that the council would Precept upon Wychavon District
Council the sum of £24,100.00. The budget for 2020/21 was deferred to be scrutinised
and agreed at the next Finance Committee Meeting.
APPOINTMENT OF BANK SIGNATORIES
The appointment of bank signatories for the bank mandate were deferred to the next meeting.
Some Councillors expressed grave concern that a previous parish councillor was still a bank
signatory and asked that she be removed as a matter of urgency.
APPROVAL OF UPDATED FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
Concern was expressed as to the current Financial Regulations not being adhered to in full.
It was unanimously RESOLVED to adopt these update Financial Regulations on the strict
understanding that the full council and clerk adhere to them at all times.
APPROVAL OF UPDATED CODE OF CONDUCT FOR MEMBERS
It was unanimously RESOLVED to adopt the Code of Conduct.
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CORRESPONDENCE
None
COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS
Due to the close proximity of the two meetings, the Chairman proposed that the next full council
meeting be held on 3rd March 2020 and this was agreed.
The Chairman informed the council that he had today received the resignation of the Clerk. He
also stated that the clerk was considering putting in a complaint to the council inciting bullying
from one particular councillor and was also considering going for constructive dismissal. Acting
Clerk informed the Chairman discussions of this nature should take place after exclusion of the
public and press.
The Chairman went on to say that as an employer the council had a duty of care towards their
clerk and serious costs could be involved if this case was to be pursued.

ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA’S
Cllr. Mrs Cleaver – responses to questions raised by the public at the September meeting.
Chairman – consideration of a Chairman’s question time.
Meeting closed at 8.20pm

More from The New Elizabethan School, Hartlebury…
During last term, students worked hard to go on the end of term trip to
bowling. Students had a brilliant time, enjoying pool and table tennis as well
as bowling.
So far this term, students have taken part in activities: raising money for
Sports Relief and most recently enjoying a day with some new born lambs
that were very kindly brought into school.
Staff have been busy training for the Three Peaks Challenge, they will be
completing in the summer in aid of a former student.
School council members are working hard to organise something exciting for
the school and local community so keep a look out and help us make it even
more special!
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DRAFT
HARTLEBURY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HARTLEBURY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY
3RD MARCH 2020 AT THE PARISH HALL, HARTLEBURY
PRESENT : Cllr. Kirby, Chairman, Cllr. McKenzie-Rowan, Cllr. Miss
Howard, Cllr. Bateman, Cllr. Buck, Cllr. Mrs Cleaver, Cllr. Mrs Meredith and Cllr. Tranter
ALSO PRESENT: County Cllr. Tomlinson, Acting Clerk Ruth Mullett and
15 members of the public
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Cllr Ingram and Neil Gulliver (Acting Parish Clerk).
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
DISPENSATIONS
None
ADJOURNMENT OF THE MEETING TO HEAR FROM :
Members of the public
The following items were discussed:Could the parish council please considering investing in a microphone as the audience find it
difficult to hear some of the councillor’s conversations?
The parish council was not quorate on 14th January 2020. Attempted to bring this
matter to the Chairman at the time who was Cllr. Tomlinson but the parishioner felt
intimidated. This accusation was addressed in depth by Cllr. Tomlinson.
Could the audit fee from PKF Littlejohn please be discussed in the Finance section of the
agenda?
County Cllr. Tomlinson
Open for Business – Worcestershire Parkway opened on 23rd February to a flurry of excited
passengers from far and wide, keen to be first to use the new station in the county for over
100 years.
The station is a key part of the council’s commitment to improve rail infrastructure around the
county. Better rail connectivity allows easier travel into and out of the county, supporting the
business and leisure economy.
The station will also help to remove traffic from the county’s main roads and motorways.
Currently there are many commuters that drive the entire journey or drive to larger stations out
of county. They do this to access better parking facilities and faster services to major cities.
With its 500 space carpark and fast services to Cardiff and London Paddington, many of these
commuters will now choose to travel from Worcestershire Parkway.
5G will help to continue the progress and development of technological innovation for health
services and adult social care in parts of rural Worcestershire.
The West Mercia Rural 5G Project which will test and trial the benefits of 5G in rural areas, will
launch on the 1st April following a successful bid which was led by Worcestershire County
Council.
The Department for Digital, Culture and Media and Sport (DCMS) announced on 20 th
February the award of £3m to Worcestershire County Council who will be the lead partner for
the project.
The project will look to trial ways in which we can improve connectivity in rural areas, and then
look to explore how the improved connection can be used to benefit local residents.
Other partners in the project include local NHS organisations, alongside Airband and Tree
who will plan, build and operate the 5G network. Shropshire Council is also a partner in the
project.
Children and families – 9 in every 10 pupils across Worcestershire will be attending their first
-choice secondary school this September. The total number of children offered one of their
preferred places has increased from last year’s figures and has risen to 96.1% compared to
94.8% in 2019. This year the County Council received 6,015 applications, which was 130
more than in 2019. Every child, for whom an application was submitted to the County Council,
has been offered a school place.
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A survey has been created by Worcestershire Children First and Families in Partnership to find
out what parents and carers of children with SEND in Worcestershire think about the services
available to them. The survey closed on Friday 28th February and was an ideal opportunity for
parents and carers to share both their personal and their child’s experiences, and their thoughts
on how services have changed across the county.
Health and Wellbeing – Public health continues to work alongside Public Health England to
distribute timely and relevant preventative advice on the spread of Covid-19. Guidance has been
issued to schools, care homes and carers and a page of information and links has been added to
the Worcestershire County Council website.
Worcestershire Children First has been working with schools to offer advice also Public Health
England has stressed the importance of sharing the ‘Catch it, bin it, kill it’, messages around the
spread of germs, and the communications team has been broadcasting these key messages
across all social media channels for the council.
The Environment – The level of flooding around the county in recent weeks has been
unprecedented. A big thank you to everyone in Highways, social care and across many other of
our service areas who have worked tirelessly to keep the public safe and begin the recovery
process.
We have announced an emergency package of support to help residents and businesses to
recover from flooding and have set aside a quarter of a million pounds to help flood hit
communities get back on their feet. This is in addition to the funding that central Government
have recently announced to help those worst affected. Flood information hubs have been opened
in Bewdley, Tenbury, Worcester and Upton, and over 200 people across the county have already
visited. The hubs have provided residents with advice on a wide range of concerns including
permits for using larger vehicles at household recycling centres, advice on how to look after your
health if you have had flood water enter your home, and how to access your money.
Council News Update – Worcestershire County Council will be investing more money this year
into social care and roads, as well as doubling its investment in reducing traffic congestion.
Budget proposals for 2020/21 were approved at a meeting of the Council on Thursday (13 th
February 2020). The Council is putting forward a balanced budget for the coming financial year.
The net budget for 2020/21 will be £346 million (compared to £330 million in 2019/20).
Alongside meeting the increasing demands for providing social care, the council remains
committed to the economic growth of Worcestershire. The budget will focus on a programme of
improved infrastructure and development for the region.
District Cllr. Bateman
Wychavon District Council have frozen the budget for 2020/21 and an average Band D council tax
is £1,760.00.
Civic Litter Enforcement Officers now have the authority to fine £150.00 for anyone witnessed
throwing litter out of the car.
If any business or resident was affected by flooding from the River Severn could they please
contact County Council Land Drainage Engineers so they have a full account of the position?
19/02686/FUL – Five new gypsy plots each comprising one touring caravan, one static and one
utility block – land off Charlton Lane, Hartlebury – this application is still in progress and are
awaiting Planning Officer’s recommendation. If the recommendation is to approve the application
will be called into Planning Committee. There is also an enforcement issue with regards this site
and the Enforcement Officer is due to make a site visit to ascertain the situation.
19/02524 – Ikon Estate Warehouse – this application has been called into Planning Officer as
Officer recommendation is to approve. Concern was expressed by councillors that this application
was never circulated to them or placed on the agenda to give them the opportunity to respond.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
It was proposed by Cllr. Bateman, seconded by Cllr. McKenzie-Rowan and unanimously
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings held on 14th and 29th January be signed as a correct
record.
CO-OPTION OF PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr. Mrs Humphreys and Cllr. Mrs Atkinson were duly elected as Parish Councillors and both
signed their Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
REPORT ON FINANCE BY THE CLERK COVERING THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:
List of payments for approval – February 2020
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2019/20 budget v actual
Community project current position
It was discussed by Councillors that they would like to set up a formal Finance Committee.
Therefore due to the absence of the Clerk and the Acting Clerk not having sight of the full
accounts it was unanimously RESOLVED to defer all financial matters and for an urgent Finance
Committee Meeting to be called within the next two weeks.
PLANNING ISSUES
20/00328/HP – 33 Southall Drive, Hartlebury – erection of greenhouse to rear of existing garage No objections
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE OF THE PARISH HALL CAR PARK
It was noted the car park had severally deteriorated with pot holes showing. This was attributed to
the heavy rainfall during the December General Election. It was agreed for Clerk to ascertain
whether the Lengthsman would be prepared to make good the car park with more Breedon gravel.

RE-APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR
This item was deferred.
ADVISORY GROUPS MEMBERSHIP
Finance Committee
Cllr. Mrs Cleaver
Cllr. McKenzie-Rowan
Cllr. Tranter
Cllr. Buck
Cllr. Kirby
Cllr. Mrs Humphreys
Staffing Committee
Cllr. Miss Howard
Cllr. Mrs Humphreys
Cllr. Buck
Cllr. Kirby
Cllr. Mrs Atkinson
Playing Fields and Parish Hall Surrounds Advisory Group
Cllr. Miss Howard
Allotments Advisory Group
Cllr. Mrs Atkinson
Green Maintenance/Grass/Lengthsman/Parish/Infrastructure
Deferred
Representative for Parish Hall Management Committee
Cllr. Buck
Manning Charity
Jan Hipkins
David Simons
EnviRecover GLG/Biffa GLG
Cllr. Tranter
Wienerberger/Biffa CLG
Cllr. Tranter
Cllr. Kirby
Worcestershire CALC
Cllr. Kirby
Queen Elizabeth Foundation
Cllr. Kirby

APPOINTMENT OF BANK SIGNATORIES
It was unanimously RESOLVED for Cllr. Kirby, Cllr. Tranter and Cllr. Ingram to be appointed bank
signatories.
CORRESPONDENCE
South Worcestershire Development Plan Review – councillor’s had not been given a copy. It was
agreed for the Chairman to circulated and place a copy on the website.
It was also asked whether we could have a list of correspondence on the agenda and copies of
such circulated with the agenda.
COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS
Responses to questions raised by the public at the September meeting.
Can we please have councillor name plaques on the table?
Can we please make sure the minutes are put into the parish magazine as no entry was
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submitted this month?
Could Standing Orders please be distributed to all councillors?
Could there be a section on the website entitled Useful Information/Frequently Asked Questions?
Could we have some guidance with regards communication and how we can contact the Clerk?
Taylor Wimpey Site – to look at drainage
Fly tipping
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Tuesday 7th April 2020 – 7.00pm in the Parish Hall.
UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960, THE PUBLIC AND
PRESENTATIVES OF THE PRESS AND BROADCAST MEDIA BE EXCLUDED FROM THE
MEETING DURING CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS OF BUSINESS AS PUBLICALLY WOULD BE PREJUDICIAL TO THE PUBLIC INTEREST BECAUSE OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE AGENDA ITEM – RESIGNATION OF THE CLERK
The Chairman confirmed the resignation of the Clerk. It was discussed to await advice/training
from Worcestershire CALC before any appointment of a new Clerk.
Concern was expressed that the Clerk’s resignation letter was on the website and the Chairman
agreed to ask the Clerk to urgently remove.
Meeting closed at 10.10pm.

Community Café
This month, the Community Café has donated £200 to St Richard’s
Hospice and £150 to Guide Dogs for the Blind.
Thank you so much to all who contribute by coming to the café at the
Parish Hall each Tuesday between 10 and 12 midday.
Do come along and make friends and chat with existing ones!
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PARISH CLERK
I am sure that many of you will have heard by now that I am leaving to position of Parish Clerk as
at the 31 March 2020 but equally many of you may not know the reasons why I am leaving. I did
include my letter of resignation with the papers for the last Parish Council meeting on the website
but for reasons unknown they chose to remove it.
I feel it is important that parishioners know why I am leaving so I set out the content of that
resignation letter below:-

Dear Ray
RE: Post of Parish Clerk
It is with great sadness that I must tender my resignation as Clerk to Hartlebury
Parish Council with effect from the 31 March 2020.
Under the terms of my contract, I am required to give one month’s notice
which effectively takes me up to the 25th March 2020 but extending it to the
31st March brings my service to the end of the financial year. Under no
circumstances am I willing to continue beyond the 31 st March.
I have taken this decision after a great deal of thought and feel that it is the
most appropriate action given the current situation with the Parish Council.
I would like to say that the whole of 3 years 3 months with the Council have
been enjoyable but sadly that has not been the case and these last few months
have put a huge strain on my health which I am not prepare to accept and has
impacted on my private life. In all my years in local government I have never
had to deal with the level of stress and anxiety which I have had to face over the
past few months. No employee should be forced into a position where he feels it
is necessary to resign in order to safeguard his future health but I have been left
with no alternative. It is an intolerable situation which cannot be justified.
I think this current Council with the clear exception of yourself needs to take a
good look at itself and think about its priorities and responsibilities and to start
to understand what it means to be an employer and the responsibilities that go
with that role.

In order to safeguard my health and sanity I do not propose to attend the
Council meeting on the 3rd March but I will continue to carry out all the normal
administrative duties up to the 31st March 2020. I will of course need to liaise
with the Council regarding the collection of all files and equipment etc from my
home as soon as possible after the 31st March.
I wish the Parish and the Parish Council all the best for the future as somehow I
think you will need it!
Neil Gulliver
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Here we have two more pages of online information
websites, kindly submitted by Mike Tooley...more to
come next month!
National Library of Scotland: Map Images
In our 'Map images' resource you can access and view all the
maps we have scanned as high-resolution, colour, zoomable
images. The maps date between 1560 and 1964 and relate
primarily to Scotland. We also have maps of areas beyond
Scotland, including maps of England and Great Britain, Ireland, Belgium, and Jamaica.
https://maps.nls.uk/
National Library of the Netherlands: manuscripts
(Koninklijke Bibliotheek)
Medieval illuminated manuscripts
Even the tiniest medieval manuscripts have great stories to
tell. About the Virgin Mary, about knights and kings. The
originals are priceless and are kept under lock and key, but
online we can open our doors widely. These manuscripts
have been fully digitized and high-quality scans are available
for meticulous research.
https://www.kb.nl/en/themes/middle-ages/highlights-from
-medieval-manuscripts
Open Domesday
· This is the first free online copy of Domesday Book
· Find places mentioned in Domesday on the interactive map
· Explore the original folios of Domesday Book
https://opendomesday.org/
OpenLearn
OpenLearn - the home of free learning from The Open
University. Are you looking for a new topic to explore, or
want to dig deeper into something you've already
discovered? Whether it’s a 60-second animated video or a 24
-hour course you are after, you will find it on OpenLearn for
free.
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/
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Pixabay
Stunning free images & royalty free stock
Over 1 million+ high quality stock images and videos
https://pixabay.com/
Project Gutenberg
Project Gutenberg is a library of over 60,000 free eBooks.
Choose among free epub and Kindle eBooks, download them
or read them online. You will find the world's great literature
here.
No fee or registration! Everything from Project Gutenberg is
gratis, libre, and completely without cost to readers.
https://www.gutenberg.org/
Religion Facts
The goal of this website is to provide free, reliable
information — "just the facts" — on the various answers that
have been given to these questions, as well as the rituals and
customs that go along with them. This very broad goal means
that we cover a wide variety of religions, belief systems, and
world views—the grounds for a group's inclusion are only that
it offers an explanation of ultimate reality or the purpose of
life and has (or had) a significant number of followers.
ReligionFacts is an objective guide and does not promote any
one religion or belief system, nor even a particular view of
religion.
http://www.religionfacts.com/
Science History Institute
The Institute houses an archive and a library for historians and
researchers; award-winning digital content that includes
videos, articles, and a podcast.
Search 7,344 of our digitized items: artifacts, photographs,
advertisements, letters, rare books, oral histories, and more.
https://digital.sciencehistory.org/
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More thoughts on Coronavirus and helping each other

Community Action Response
Emerging Coronavirus Crisis
Five things you can do:
Think of others, consider your actions & be kind: People in every
community will face the challenges of Covid-19 in some way – from
needing basic provisions to help while they are unwell.
Connect and reach out to your neighbours: as self-isolation increases,
we need to find new ways to stay connected and check in on one
another for our physical and mental well-being. Share phone
numbers and stay in touch.
Make the most of local online groups: Keep up to date, share
information and be a positive part of your local community,
conversations using platforms like Nextdoor, Whatsapp, FB
Support vulnerable or isolated people: different groups in our
communities are at increased risk and social isolation and loneliness
are key concerns for all ages. There are things you can do like
volunteering for local support services or donating to food banks to
help.
Share accurate information and advice: Support anyone who may be
anxious about Covid-19. Sign post them to the correct advice from
Public Health England and encourage people to follow the correct
hygiene practices.

Keep yourself and others safe
Be community minded
Remember good quality hygiene
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Need help with your advert?
Contact John Hellens on 01299 251657

Need help with your article for the magazine?
Contact Ruth Whittaker on 0744 694 2239
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This space
now available
Call John Hellens
on
01299 251657
for details
(92mm by 60 mm)

Margaret Higson
Booking Secretary
07923 544838

www.hartleburyparishhall.co.uk
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Village Index 2020

Those numbers without a dialling prefix are Hartlebury numbers, if you
dial outside, please begin with 01299
Church
Parish Rector
Rev. Stephen Winter
07773 760899
Church Warden
Mrs Carolyn Gumbley
251148
Magazine Editor
Mrs Ruth Whittaker
ruth.w@live.co.uk
Magazine Advertising
Mr John Hellens
251657
Magazine Distribution
Mrs Val Hardwick
250937
Choir Leader
Mrs Chris Webb
250452
Tower Captain
Mr John Webb
250452
Organist
Mrs Mary Mayo
250871
7 Parishes Office Administrator
Mr Nick Wright
01905 622464
Youth
Hartlebury C of E Primary School
Mrs Caroline Unitt
250312
Cambian New Elizabethan School
250258
Parent & Toddlers
Greenwoods Children Centre 01527 861063
Cubs & Scouts, St Michael’s Stourport Mr Mark Gould
879918
Guides
Mrs G Sutherland
01562 631452
Venues
County Museum Hartlebury Castle
250416
Village Hall Chairman
Mr Ray Kirby
250995
Village Hall Booking Sec.
Mrs Margaret Higson
07923 544838
Clubs & Societies
Gardening Club Chair
Mr Tony Hardwick
250937
W I President
Mrs Marion Inman
250175
History Society Sec.
Mrs Carol Priest
253525
Cutnall Green Young Farmers
Miss Lorna Pritchard
07903 580716
Hartlebury Art Group
Mrs Diane Maughan
250821
Hartlebury Poetry Group
Mrs Diane Maughan
250821
Friends of Bishops Wood
Mr John Rhyme
250513 Ext. 221
Representatives
Member of Parliament
Mr Nigel Huddlestone
02072 195814
Worcestershire County Council
Cllr Peter Tomlinson
01905 621670
Wychavon District Council
Mr Stephen Bateman
07432 227735
Parish Council Chair
Mr Ray Kirby
250995
Parish Council Clerk
Vacant
Parish Paths Warden
Mr John Denby
250429
Useful Numbers
Local Bus Timetables
08712 002233 Rail Enquiries
08457 484950
Citizen Advice Bureau
01562 823953 Local Police
01905 725760
Bromsgrove Mobile Library
01527 575855 Tourist Information
404740
Worcester Regulatory Services 01905 822799 wrsenquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk
Environment Agency
0800 80 70 60 enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
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Hartlebury Parish Hall—Weekly Hall Bookings
Lottie’s Little Movers
Monday

11am-12:15pm

Yoga

6pm—7pm

Drama Group
Community Café

Tuesday

Friday

10am - 3pm

Yoga

10am - 11am

Yoga

10:30am - 11:30am

Portman Dance

Bookings for April 2020
Thursday
2nd
Saturday
4th
Sunday
5th

Thursday

10:30am – Midday

Craft Group

Wednesday

Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Sunday
Wednesday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Thursday
Saturday & Sunday
Tuesday

7:30pm - 10pm

6th
7th
7th
8th
12th
15th
18th
18th
19th
23rd
25th & 26th
28th
30th

7pm - 10:30pm

Gardening Club
ODS Quiz
Football

7pm-10pm
7:30pm-10:30pm
10am-1pm

Flower Arranging
Shindig Eggs on Legs
Parish Council
WI
Armoury Action Air
HPHMC
ODS
Rock ‘n’ Roll Night
Football
Armoury Action Air
ODS
Football Bob Moule
Memorial Game
ODS

1:45pm-4:35pm
3:30pm-??pm
7pm-10pm
7pm-10:30pm
12pm-9pm
7pm-9pm
9am-4pm
7pm-11pm
10am-1pm
5pm-10pm
9am-4pm
6pm-9pm
6pm-10:30pm

Did you know....you can hire The Hartlebury Parish Hall from £37 for a 3hr children’s party?
Contact Margaret on 07923 544838 and leave a message or email at bookings@hartleburyparishhall.co.uk for queries about bookings and availability.
Also go to www.hartleburyparishhall.co.uk (NEW and UPDATED including online
calendar to check availability and to book online) for any further information.
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